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P RE FA C E. • 

Tn)REFACES are in general very ufelefs, not to fay very un* 
acceptable things; and I believe many a reader enters on, arid 
perhaps purfues his book through, without ever looking at jt^ 
Yet. to readers of a fupcrior clSafs they are known to be ufeful 
and proper things; when properly managed at leaft, and not, as 
is too common, in fecret and artful recommendation of the author's 
ownfelf ; who, however, is then generally difappointed, fincc in 
the operations of cunning the. defehfive part is fekiom befaind^hand 
with the attacking. 

But why all this? for, thank God, as matters have been 
managed, I have, inftead of a great deal more than I liked, not 
a great many words to offer my reader, and thofe, it is already 
feen, not much aiming at oratory to fet them forth, but only at 
information. ^ - 

Firft then, I hope, I may be allowed to fay for myfelf, that, 
however paradoxical it may at firft fight appear, it is fcarcely 

b poifible 
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vi PREFACE. 

poflible for any one to be more averfe to publication (has it not 
however been fomewhat proved ?) than myfelf ; who that felf is, muft 
have been fo very foon known, it will, it is hoped, be feen not to 
have been neceflary to point him out, or the authorftiip he once, 
and fo very long ago, did happen to fall into, and when little 
knowing what authorfhip was, and ftill lefs what critics. To its 
fort or degree of fuccefs in the world, he might poflibly, at this time 
of day, and after his own fo complete and long filence, either in 
public or private, and whether from exultation of his approvers, or 
lamentation at his difapprovers, and ftill more in the putting in 
contraft the perfonages of the two fets: Yes, after this filence both 
ways, v^hich certainly not a man now in the world {any more than 
could thofe gone out of it) can contradift; he might perhaps be 
excufed in faying fomething as to either or both; nay, and added to 
this, may he not be allowed to refer.to many of his own rank of life 
now rem^dning in it, whether in his meetings with any of his lively 
remarkers, (whofe^ritiqucs, as Mr, Sheridan's Critic obferves, you 
have generally fome d — n'd good-natured friend to tell you of) he 
ever once fliewed pique or refentment to any; moft particularly this 
of two amiable and worthy men of the world he has often eaten and 
drank with fince j one particularly, whom he fat with tete a tete^ at 
White's^ 'till three a'clock in the morning, on the very fubjeft of the 

new 
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new work, and whom he may now perhaps be indulged in faying he 
went home from in his chair, (after having the critical cat com- 
pleatly let out of its bag) fo free from difcontent, as to have been fet 
a laughing (in turn) all the way home. Every dog has his day; and 
mine, if I have it, can hardly be called one forcedly premature. But 
it maybe called poflibly a little eccentric j be it foj for if a defeft, it 
is what I am not a little prone to. Nay, the entire work here 
offered to my reader, both verfe and profe, is fo; that former one 
was and is fo; and I, now to be fare, fhall never be otherwife. 

But however, in a ftrain rbore ufual, I would remark, that I am- 
not quite without example or precedent for this both colloquial and- 
perfonal writing; and I particularly mean it in both Voltaire's 
and Dryden's prefaces, which are often full of perfonalities, and 
with them, what fhall not be found here, of pique and refent- 
ment: though I know little of Dryden's, Voltaire's attacks, 
and fore complaints of the old Rousseau, and more modem 
FRERON, among numbers of others, who has not ieen ? T!hh too, 
I might add, is even congenial with, and might almpfl be called^ 
a part of my very fubjed; which, though not now, before the work,, 
will be feen perhaps, after it, to be fo; as appertaining to //&^ 
general hijlory of man^ and particularly of his charadter and even 

b 2 anecdote. 
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anecdote^ of which hiftory furely all this might not (o improperly be 
called a part, cveii in regard to either of the two works which will be 
feen to be as it were incorporated together, and confequently, then 
not quite unfit, fo far, for the infpeftion of the prefcnt age, while 
fo totally unknowing of what paft in a former one; and fo let me 
have done with it> for it has led me far enough to contradidi my 
aflcrtion, that I had very few prefatory, words for my reader. 

I have however^ I thinks not a great many more, and they are 
thefe, viz. That what I chiefly wiftied to fay was this, that I had, 
for fome time back, thought a good deal about re-publifhing my 
quondam work before I died;, and after the footing it &emed fixed 
upon> to leave it behind me as complete as I couldj and fince that 
I have been rather the more induced to it from its being pretty 
ftrongly recommended to me by a literary acquaintance or two, 
readers of the work, and by no means bad judges in literature. 

This, then^ in explanation of that paradox, has been the chief 
if not immediate caufe of this publication. And, I hope, even to 
thofe who may be as averfe to authorihip, or even more fo, than 
myfelf, it will not appear a very unnatural thing. And have I 
not now a back hand or vn6 oi gentlemen authors, not only of my 

rank. 
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rank, but time, of life? Aye, and vfiihfubjeSts^t leaft not very 
fuperior to this; as to myfelf, I honour their performances, it 
fhcws an extended circle, and I love not a narrow one. That there 
is no time to lofe, if done at all, none will, ot can, I fear, drfagree in. 

But here, methinks, is, and will be thought by others, a greater 
paradox ftill; I mean the production of this immenfc quantity of 
verie; fihce how can that^ any how^ be confidered as an explana*- 
ticm €f elucidation of the former work: and yet, as tq its eluci- 
dation, i know not but the keen eye of fuperiority m^ fee it in 
fome meafore to be fo, \t fuch (hould ever happen at aS minutely 
to look ,into both performances ; however certain it be, that tiiis 
waa not Iblely or originally meant for that office. No, rt came to 
be produced m ('• Ob world, world, world!) thofe ftraitge muta- 
tions that make ms wait theej" (as old Shakespeare, among his 
keen ixttuiticBW, tells xiA of) on quite other ground, thotsgh it was 
afterwards introduced and magnified^ as will be feen; even for thai 
very purpofe of illuftration, examination, &c. along with the more 
immediate purpofe, certainly, of giving forth the original very little 
poem in a better and more intelligible ftate than it then ftood in. 
This is a little myfterious, and no lofs to be fure to the reader, if it 
remain fo. 

That 
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That I could go through a poem of three thoufand lines, at this 
time of day, with any propriety at all, fince I might even ever 
have doubted, much more might I nowy who may too almoft be faid 
never to have writtea any poetry at all; and I have fince thought, 
that the foolifli queftion and anfwer, in fome play or jeft-book, 
might not quite improperly be applied here; I mean, where one 
man alked another, " Pray can you play on that inftrument?" and 
the other anfwered, ^^ I really don't know, for I never tried." But 
this fecret I will let my reader into, viz. that nothing is fo eafy ; 
as to write verfe, certainly at leaft fuch as nine-tenths of mine, I 
and every body's long poem is, more efpecially if didaftic; whether j 
in Pope, Prior, Dryden, or any one elfe, (this by way of cri- j 
tique.) — Our language is furely very affiftant to it, as you may,; 
what from the inverfion, or tranfpofition, or curtailings, or choice 
from the number, nay vague meanings, of words, find both rhyme ; 
and meafure every where: And this I am clear, many a man who 
can write profe at all elegantly, and had any turn to poetry, and any 
. imagination, might (if he alfo tried) find, who perhaps like myfelf I 
had never for years together even attempted a line of poetry. Yet, \ 
when I advance this as to the facility of writing poetry, and parti- 
cularly fu«h as fo much of mine is, I do not mean to be fo modeft 
as entirely to include the whole. The firft Canto has none of that 
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srgufnentativc, dndadic, aixd abftrufe rea{bnmg» that will noti I 
fear, in my latter ones, enliyea every one o£ my readers* It was,, 
m great jWrt at Teaflr, written very long agoi? and I fhall think my- 
&lf m luck if -the addilionafitoQld nofpsiys have marred what Mr. 
Poet had not, as it happened, much caufe to complain of ift the 
critiques then bellowed on that fmaller part. This firfl: Canto 
then can not have the excule of draw^sacks that the enfuing 
Cimtas may pretend to. Not' but that the rcafdn^, and mesms- of 
facility, above given; niuft, in their proportioni hold good in alt 
poetiy J and this he doubts not every writer of poetry will grant, 
whofe mind is enlarge^ enough to defpife the fuppofed difficulties 
of ignorant perfons. But what matters this poetry after all, one i . 
way or the other? It is not the poetry, but the fentiment, the Y 
writer cares about; and he does alTure bis res^Ur^ he had rather • 
hear it was £ud of him,, that ££f bos manifefied ajuft and. true way of 
thinkings than that he was as great a poet as Hqmer.. Nay farther, 
if he were fo, and could c^pofe of hisfacutty, he does alfo alTure 
his reader, that he would fell it him exceedingly cheap indeed. 



\ .• 



Will this unmeditated colloquial excurilon be forgiven ifie, as 
not fo properly placed here as it miglit have been perhaps in the 
body of the work it precedes? 



Let 



xii PREFACE. 

Let me then, conclude. I do it by repeating my ftill not uncon^ 
quered diftafte to publication;— but, !" /^ vin eft tire, il faut le 
*^ boir\' and may it (to keep up -my- metaphor with my reader) 
give its fhare of entertainfl^t to both, in their ^'' feafi of rp9^on, 
"and>«;offouir : : ! • 

63r The reader is delired to cxcufc it, if he finds in the Notes things that 
feem rather prefatory than othierwife. This preface has been written fince 
the entire work was printed off. The printing the preface laft is ufual with 
Printers, and has happened here to be followed by the writer. During the 
Notes the Preface was httlc thought about. 

• - ' ' ' ... ' ' 

ERRATA. 

Fagt 74, line S, for thy crmturt^ rcid thi creature. 

io7» !• ♦> for rf ^« •«*> J"' y^ ^** *'"^- 

114,1. 3, le»veoutthewordf ni/Z^fromthcvcrfc. And there arc two or three other T^cs with 

a foot toosrach, fsom ofcrfigfats vMrhy defign, the reader #iil di'iUnguifli. 
2 39, laft line,, for mereris^ T.yiurearis, 
for cbefitMt trees, r. nvabuU trees. 
191,1. 10, for garrulus «/, r. garrtJus ac. 

I. II, after the words eriticifed then, add die wprds at R$mi top. 
for ae laudat9r, r. ac laadator. 
too, for a general ma», w. general nia», 9nd it^ic'd. 

1. 5, for as the refi, x. as to the reft. 
10*, foryirr a fujet, r. fur ce fujet. 
' ^14, laft 1. but X, leave out the word not. 
ax6, cataftrofbe italic*d and the mark over /. 
149, 1. 1 3, for perhaps certain, r. perhaps for certain. 
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INVOCATION TO MINERVA. 



CANTO 



I. 



HAIL, moffy Cot ! fequefter'd feat. 
Where Wifdom holds her mild retreat. 
And Contemplation, filent Queen, 
Hallows the peaceful fhade unfeen ! 
Along this ruflet bed reclined, 
Soft let me hear the murm'ring wind, 
And, as I view the ruftic art, 
Oh! whifper, TRUTH! into my heart. 

B 



Minerva, 



Minerva, come, Celeftial Maid ! 

But not In mournful frowns array'd; 3o 

With winning fmiles my heart controul, 

With penfive pleafure fill my foul! 

Teach me to tread life's devious way, 

Nor friend to vice, nor falfehood's prey;* 

And ever be thy golden line, > 

^Twixt Sophiftry and Reafon, mine. . / 

Sad Sophiftry ! with glaring hue. 

That gxwtsfalfe virtues for the true: 

Reafon ! and through thy light divine, ' y ^ 

The jewel pure \ — as from the mine:-f' 20 ^'"" . .^ 



^ 



♦ That is, not the prey, neither, to fome imagindry virtue, which muft be equally 
guarded againft by Minerva's votary. This diftinftion (at the commencement of, and 
as condu£lor to, all the following ones, and which the difcriminating reader will fee there- 
fore of abfolute neceffity) could not be marked in the above fingle verfe ; and it is manifefi^ 
that every moralift or feCiary will tell you that his morality or feft is the only true one; 
the confecutive lines will however very much illuftrate and explain thefe. 

+ Though the giving a note here may poffibly be rather ai&ontive to the fuperior reader, 
yet fo many, far from being of the moft inferior clafs of readers, (while numbers of others, 
certainly fuperior ones, have by no means objefted to the fubftitution ofjezvel for virtue) 
will call tlie pafTage obfcurc, as they have before done, a note has been refolved on to fay 
that Jezvel is fubllituted here for Virtue; which Reafon (through the light of Wifdom) 
is to diftinguifli from its falfe reprcfenlative, even ^s the lapidary docs the true precious 

ftone 
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Thy light! that fhews, with differing name. 

Proof ^nd conviftion as — the fame:— 

Thy light! that equal gives to view. 

For J or againft, ourfelves, — the TRUE ;;— 

And then, — ^yes then, great ^ifdom's ray, 

(How far above the Solar day!) 

That illumes THOUGHT; and gives to know 

Whatever can blefs that thought below. 

Tells you, — with Rectitude your guide. 

Steady to keep your well-chofe fide; 30 

But tells you too, ye half-born throng,* 

When wrong, to fee^ nay ^Zjy, you're wrong; — 

To re-illume, from black offence. 

The injur'd front of Innocence; 

ftone from the falfe one. Let me join to tliis, (in order, if poflibic, to fatisfy all forts of 
readers) that the epithet oi fad here, as applied to fophiftry, means wretched^ contemptibU^ 
mean, and not mournful or melancholy y which tvtnfeveral readers have applied the term 
to, however contrary to the charafler of fophiftry, to glaring hue, and (to my appre- 
henfion) to common fenfe ; but fuch is frequent, — ^yes, frequent criticifm ! and thence 
imputation of obfcurity, &c. 

* This epitliet, perhaps, requires apology, as rather hazarde; if, however, cxpreflive in 
this particular rcquifition of nature, it is hoped it will be excufed. Wc have fialf-witted, 
haJf'brcd, haif-htgot, and might therefore, methinks, have had this halJvAxtxQ, the whole 
fccms fo defirable, and is fo great in nature. One half is common enough, viz. to feel 
when wc are wronged; the other, when vjt wrong others, is different. 



And never partial luftre .tjij'pw 

O'er your own friend to fliade y.ojjf fo§^ 

Tofhade? no, Indignation! mark, 

To place, then wound him in thie4d.fl^**^ 

Tells, — that in all you fay or 49> *• 

In all you fix on, or purfue, 40 

Th' irrevocable rule, and plioiij 

Is,— Trufl to THINGS, andnQt .toMANl-trr-r 

And teach me, Goddefs, to divide. 
From Folly, Tafle; from Wifdom, Pride: 
Not Apathy, with Virtue's name. 
But PaHions grant, and guide their aim ! 

Me ne'er let Cunning's falfe pretence, 
iQr qheat, qr tepapt, .with w^/S of fenfe: 
^Cunning! that ^pakry -wretched thtfig> 

Encircled in its little ring; fq 

Its .obje£t» tfingle, near, and fmall, 
Itfelf fhort-fighted, fees — as all: 
And then, perhaps, as fquinting top. 
Sees not that objeft itraight or true: 
Confiflcncy ne'er gain'd its love; 
Self-Con tradi6)ions nought, difprove; 
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Deceit and lies it's only rule, 
Itfelf, at once, both knave and foolj 
And then its own dear felf-applaufej 
The whole to one bright focus draws.—* • 

Thus have I feen a fquirrd put 
In corner of the room his nut, 
Unconfcious that myfelf could fee 
Where the nut lay as' well as he.— — 

What though the mutual trick belong 
To all the worldly-cunning throng, 
( Whilft each, betraying and betr^'d. 
Alternate dupe to dupe is m^de,) 
Honeft Difcernment's keener view 
Jj keen, thouknow'ft! from — being true J^ 



60 



70 



* .$fi?a; difcemment \^ }^^i Jrpm bein^ true^ fit is, I think, in general fuppofed that we 
are hcenixQm ht\ng/alfe) will not, I fear, ibe obvious to every reader. I had vainly flat- 
t^red myfelf through even fome years, (for many a one indeed has pafled fince this part 
of the poem has been written) that the paflage and thought would be not only very 
clear, but poflibly deferve even a higher title; but niore than one literary man, feemingly 
above par, that I have lately alked how he underftood tlic paflage, has, I found, con- 
ceived fo imperfeft an idea of it, if any at all, that I will now defire whoever calls it 
obfcure, or fees little or nothing in the thought, to a£k of whomfoever he efleems quite 
/uperior^ for his conception of it; for it is impoflible for the writer of it to undertake the 

elucidation, though he does vainly hope it is not quite undeferving of it. 

Credulity, 
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Credulity, with dupifli eyes. 
And Incredulity* — as wife. 
Still grant me, Goddefs, to defpife: 
The things, quite oppofite in name. 
Are in their ^oxion' A fource the fame:— 
This credits Folly's fland'rous liej 
T'other e'en braves Veracity: 
Fallacious both 5 perhaps while you 
Defairid remain by tales untrue: 
Or are {effe£l to you the fame) 
Difbeliev'd to lofs of your good name. — 

— Thus, whether North or South-Voh ice 80 

^/ike would an you in a trice. 

*Thefe two oppofite human qualities are, while fo baneful to Society, alas! fo charac- 
teriftic of it, that I could not forbear the noticing it, though perhaps not in the moft 
eligible verfe. The qualities are fo univerfal through the common or V'ulgar world, that 
it feems impoffible to efcape their malignity; but this I would remark, that when carried 
to a certain excefs, they belong only to, oijliovld belong only to, the low and uneducated 
part of mankind, our footmen, maid-fervants, and trades-people, and may be called un- 
gentUmanHkf^ as well as unenlightened mental failures. The writer confefTes his not being 
quite free from perfonal motives, for thus dwelling on tliefe wretched and dlfgracefiil 
charaflerillics of our fpecies, which are, while oppofite in title, even toto calo, precifely 
the fame /« principle; as, who is credulous is incredulous, and vice verfa\ they equally 
proceed from an illogical underflanding, which can fatisfy itfelf with effefts widiout their 
adequate caufes. In truth, iht art of believing may perhaps be called the firll in the ^^•orld : 
how far it goes, how wide it fprcads, who fliall fay ? 
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From proud Authority's controul. 
Untaught by thee, oh! guard my foulj 
Untaught by thee, ne'er let me ftray. 
O'er abje6l Cujiom's crowded way ! 
No, rather Truth, my Ea/iemjiar, 
So bright that (hines, fo diftant far! — 
E'en as thy beam the Magi led. 
Through defarts to the facfid bed^ 
Do Thou direft the lonely way, 
Affur'd by thy own lucid ray; 
Or if the intervening cloud, 

r 

Obftruftive to my eye-fight, (hrowd 
(My willing eye-fight's feedle pow'r) 
That light, my heart will ftiU adore; 
Thou and the Goddefs I obey. 
Oh! lead me through the clouded way! 

The light of Truth, thou fapient Queen, 
Grant me to fee, where to befeen: 
The Syrens — Intereft, Paflion, Pride, 
Grant, ne'er may draw my ftep afide; 
Or me from feelings to derive, 
(Feelings that reafon may not give) 
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Opinion Jixd^ decifion Jirongy 

To proof that can alone beloiig: 

Nay, grant — if poffible to man. 

Within the bounds of nature's plan. 

At once to feel a thing as true; 

And know it falfe, believe it too.* 

Philofophy, lov'd Maid! oh fay, lio 

Can thy eye reach th' Empyrian way; 

Can "Genius mount fublime, fo high, 

And, premature, poffefs the iky? 

With pity view us I'hings below. 

So full of pride, fo full of woe. 

Confounding what we think with Vvhat we know! 

Yet fay, Ihall man, whofe eye was giv'h 
To look at Earth and not at Heav'n, 1 20* 

Shall he his weaker optics ftrain 
To fee, perhaps, what giVeis him pain ?— 
Refine and meliorate his mind, 
Senfatiofij thence, too keen to ^lid: 
— ^Who would his Ikin from fingers peel. 
More perfeftly from thence to feel? 

* I knew a French gentleman once, who ufed to be afraid of ghoils in the dark; and 
being rallied upon it by hb friends, he faid, ** Je les crains mais ne les crou pas." 
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Bleft Ignorance ! noj within thy cell, 
Where gladnefs loves full off to dwell; 
Where, in the genial dell below, 
The flow'rs and fruits ftill love to growj 
Where, in the dear contrasted fcene, 
The eye diJlinSt fees ev'ry green j 
Each Evening loves, and ev'ry Morn, 
Your fav'rite mead, your fav'rite thorn; 
Or haply, from your new-mow'd ground. 
The Village-buz you hear around; 
Or the Cock's morning diftant crow 
Gives you dear Nature's joys to know;^ 
Or, from the fedgy bank, you view 
Your riv'let its fweet courfe purfue; — 
Who wants the lofty mountain-brow. 
Where rain affails, where tempefts blow. 
And where, 'tis true, th' expanfive foul 
Can, as it were, the world controul. 
Whole provinces within the call, 
Yourfelf th' ideal Lord of all; 
While cots below you fcarce defcry. 
Or view them all with Pity's eye! 

C 
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True pi£turc furej and where we find 

The emblem true of human mind! 

Too true the tax, by nature giv'n, 

To him whofe eye would roam to heav'n. 

And from his pinnacle on high 

Behold with fcorn this nether fky ! 

" Painful pre-eminence!" (too true;) 

Exalted things fublime to view; 

And then, how often, fay, to drudge 

" Without a Second or a Judge j" 150 

How often, fay, your taftes to bear 

Difcord given to Concord's Ear! — 

Yes, vainly, or your coin, or thought, 

To the fair Market will be brought, 

Whate'er th' intrinfick value be. 

If 'tis not alfo currency: 

Nor even Sheridan divine. 

To lift'ning audiences will fliine. 

The hearers howe'er great you own. 

The language if to them unknown. 160 



Oh! 
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Ohl couldft Thou give the mind to know 
Imagination's rapt'rous flow, 
Celeftial Spark, in Nature's plan. 
From Heav'n fometimes caught by man! 
That feems to lift the foul on high. 
As earneft of his future Iky, 
And thrilling runs through ev'ry vein, 
Still flopping ere it comes to pain : 
I Oh ! couldft Thou grant the heart to be 

From ev'ry paltry meannefs free, 170 

Each tafte and paflion noble — ^true : 

Of men and things ftill juft the view, 

Beauty the objeft, Tafte the guide. 

And Truth, the fource of both, our pride !^ 

And with it give th' extenfive pow'r, 

To love the quiet focial hour. 

Where all this elevation fleeps. 

And calm Oblivion vigils keeps j 

* It might, perhaps, be a little queried here, whether on the gods granting all this to 
the Hearty the acquifition might be of great advantage, unlefs of fke Per/on alfo it could 
be faid, ** Dii tibi divitias dedtrint;'' fincc the firft feems to imply only the " ofiemq; 
*'Jru€ndi" fo requifite to the other, and perhaps littk defirea^le without it. 

C 2 Enjoy 
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Enjoy the various lower things, 

ft 
That unexalted Commerce brings; 1 80 

Your own fuperior taftes fupprefs. 

And to an humbler fafliion drefs s— 

Nay, fo our comrades play their part, 

And Nature ftill prefer to Art, * 

Whatever the CharaSfer^ then fure 

It mufl: our love, nay tajie^ fecurej 

(Not tlo abfcnce of our taftes we grieve, 

Whate'er delight accordance give; 

No, 'tis their knowledge but in part ^* 

That baulks and wounds the Tafte and Heart;) 190 

Yes; could we, thus be-gifted, pafs 

The farids, too fpeedy, of our glafs j 

This fure, Minerva, were thy plan, 

And happieft deftiny of man ! 

♦ Methinks almoft e\'ery man can illuftrate this from his own experience, fince every 
mart hd&fome reigning tafte and knowledge, and probably excellence, whetlier of an infe- 
rior or exalted kind; whether in painting, mufick, country fports, or exercifes; or 
chymiftry, mathematicks, or what not ? And to every one of them, the meeting with 
^ congenial aflbciate is delightful, in proportion as is difguftful the half-knowing dabbler 
in either. At this I verily think every intelligent reader would catch, 

Tranfitioa 
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Tranfition fweet of life to know, 

Enjoying high and low things too! — 

Man, foolifh Man! (hall never, fay, 

Or warning, or experience fway. 

Thy fenfe mifled? All Wifdom's pow'r. 

In perfpedlive, a fingle hour, 200 

Shall ne'er enfure the fancy'd view 

Of future plans thy thoughts purfue: 

What! truft to caufes not thy own-. 

To minds that love themfelves alone^ 

And dream your reas'nings muft prevail ! 

" A pin drops in, and turns the fcale." 

Nay grant, (how much to grant) yourfelf 

Nor led by Intereft, Pride, or Pelf, 

Still Senfe, with Virtue's felf conjoin'd. 

Shall fix nor guide the human mind. a 10 

Lo! Mifconception's fatal train. 
Where Senfe and Truth ftiU charm in vain!— 
While welcome DISCORD, from the air. 
His influence dire o'er human care 
Triumphant (beds in deadly glee. 
And kills the foul of Harmony! 

And 
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And fe e Oh! heart-lov'd, Heav'niy Maid, 

'Tis here that thy peculiar aid 

Thy vot'ry fupplicates; alive 

To tafte the fruits thy bounties give; 220 

And INTUITION, Thou, thy ray 

Of light, if poffible, difplay. 

And with thee join DISTINCTION keen. 

Through error's mifts ftill not unieen; 

Whilft the Mufe, vent'rous in her flight. 

Above, perhaps, Man's commcm iight, 

Attempts bright Truth's celeftial road. 

And quitting Man, feeks Nature's God! 

And yes fhe dares (fair Virtue, fay. 

If true, thy footfteps thus can ftrayj) 230 

Aver, that in Contention's ftrife. 

That iad concomitant of life, 

E'en Thou, fair Virtue! can^ft defcend. 

At times, foul Falfehood to Wriend; 

Lift to the paradox, and own, 

Th' averment comes from Truth alone: — 

And does not e'en the very name 

Oi friend znd partial mean the famel 

Synonymous 



[ '5 ] 

SyjwipiGus the terms we fee; 
To this what friend would not agree ? 
Nay, who Iiis friend's perfections, fay, 
6 till would not place in broadeft day ? 
His imperfections ftrive to hide. 
And from them turn each eye afidc; 
When abfent, who would not defend. 
Nay, tho' e'en Truth attack'd, his friend? 
Bleft Falfchood fure, great Nature fays; 
Vice fcems to Ve got in Virtue's ways. 
And Prejudice, fo oft our fcorn. 
Will now your charafter adorn. 
— Thus in your rich metallic mines, 
The ore through drofs extends its lines. 
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Alas ! what obftacles through life, 
Exclufive of fad human ftrife, 
Obftruclive to our future fchemes. 
Convert our reas'nings into drq^ms ! 
Atoms as well, through Nature's fpace. 
In form might take Arrangement's place. 
As we infure effecl and caufe, 
Subfervient to Fate's hidden laws; 
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EffeSi^ for ever infecure^ 

While from no caufe it can be fure. 

* But one fucceeds, another fails, 

* As folly or as fenfe prevails:" 
Senfe may and does fucceed, 'tis true, 
And folly fails full often too: — 
Yet, the whole range within your view. 
You'll ftill believe the fated tale— 

*^ A Pin drops in, and turns the fcale."* 

Since then, as through life's chequer'd way," 270 

By chance or fate propell'd, we ftray. 
Ills ftill with Blefiings will arife, 
Bleffings, perhaps, we highly prize ! 
Oh ! grant, with philofophic eye, 
To view thofe Ills I cannot fly ! 
Not paltry Ills of little felf. 
The Goffip-tale, the lofs of Pelf, 
The bow of Pride ^ that may await 
Perhaps Pride's Slave, — the Man of State; 

♦ I verily think, that hardly a reader of this paffage (I mean one ever fo little abo\'C 
the moft unthinking part of mankind) but will acknowledge that hirafelf can illuftrate and 
verify it from the recolle6lion of perhaps fome fingle event or accident, perhaps more than 
one, having been the means of the principal happinefs or unhappinefs of his life ; as alfo 
of the failure of means fuggefted by himfelf with every feeming probability in their favour. 
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The fcandal of thofe little fouls,* 
Whom neither tafte nor truth controuls ; 
Ah, no ; the or negleft or lie 
Themfelves their antidote fupply ; 

D 
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And 



♦ An odd, not to fay whimfical, thought has occurred to me in regard to this inftinc^ 
tive bent of mankind towards Slander or Scandal againft each other: And furely every 
candid man will acknowledge even in himfelf Something more or lefs of this propenfity 
in his nature, however we may all difguife it to ourfclves for the love only of rcflitudc, 
and confequent dillafie to defeS. That the difpofition is in us is certain; nor do I know 
but, when kept within certain bounds, it may on the whole rather give azclland ufefulnefs 
to fociety, like vinegar or other acids in our cookery. At leaft little mutual ridicules arc 
far from hurtful to it, and many a man is more amiable for having them, as many a one 
(nay, and however wife) is infipid for the want of them. I knew a gentleman who ufed 
to fay, he often ftaid companies out to avoid the attack on going off; but does not tliis 
inflinft of ours (and this was my odd thought) put one in mind of that of the creature we 
love fo well, and who loves us no lefs, and who indeed really and exclufively feems to 
have been formed by nature for our companions and affociates, 1 mean the Dog, who 
runs out to bark at every traveller, and perhaps foon after would be glad to carefs him ? 
There is more analogy between us and the creatures than we arc aware of; and in regard 
to the noble Canine Species, methinks we may trace (and only through nature in that 
fpecie) not only a great variety, (as in us) but alfo in certain rcfpecls a ftrong analogy 
of charafler to our own. Are not the fawning of the Spaniel, and the difdain of fome 
of the larger and nobler kind of dog, very fimilar to certain human charafters ? The 
obftinate unconquerable courage of the Bull-Dog has, doubtlefs, often its refemblance 
among men ; as has, to be fure, the oppofite extreme fo well marked in both fpecies. 

And. 
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And fay, how few, does not include 

The confcious pride of Reftitude ! 

But, worfe than blaft of ** winter's wii>d/* 

Ingratitude's " return unkind,'* 

And there, perhaps, where mod believ'd, 

From candid confidence deceiv'd. 

The gen'roQs aft — ^by rapture giv'n ! — 

The DONOR gifted with the rays of heav'n! — 290 

By difappointment fad repaid. 

And meannefs the return that 's made: — 

Say, heav'n-born fouls, where'er ye dwell. 
Arc there not deeds — bid Heaven tell — 
That ftrike you like aetherial light, 
Which no return can e'er requite ? 
Then fay, what 'tis Occasion draws 
From Nature's too degen'rate laws. 

And will not the analogy alfo hold, where its appearance to myfelf fuggefied to me this 
whimfical note, I mean in- refpe£l to the barking and fnarling at you, which feems equally 
among the canine fpecies as our's to prevail' in proportion to the infignificance of the 
individual ? and while the Cur and Liule Dog fiiarl and bark, the noble Newfoundland 
Dog, and fome other of the large noble kinds. Teem to fcom the prance, and atuck 
none who do not attaek them. 

When 
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When to the difappointed hour. 
The teft fo true, difplays its pow'r. 
And gives you things to be withftood 
Scarce by Contempt, or Fortitude !♦ 
Oblivion, Goddefs ! then beftow. 
For then 'tis happiefl not to know. 
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-No, with the Poet rather fay. 
That " to enjoy is to obey ;" 
And grant me then to (hare the boon. 
So rare which comes, that flies fo foon ! 
To watch the bleflirigs as they rife. 
And catch the tranfport ere it dies : 



310 



♦ As the fubje£l here is Human Nature, the writer will juft obferve, that he remembers 

formerly almoll every one crying out againft the return made to old Lord H by 

Mr. C ; who, after being raifed by his means from a waOierwoman's fon to a confi- 

derable rank in life, and thoufands a year, quarrelled with his patron wliom he no longer 
flood in need of, and left him on fome flight (perhaps tJfe) occafion. Every one ex- 
claimed, that had his benefa£lor fpit in his face, it fliould not, in this cafe, have been 
refented. It is aflced, how many in (imilar or ftrongcr cafes would have put the noble 
theory in pra£lice ? This, however unfortunate die trait for human nature, ever)' one 
will allow, ahnoft to a Proverb, — that one capital offence, be it real or imaginary, gene- 
rally cancels ever fa great obligation or obligations. 
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Yes then, when Nature from on high 

Shines beauteous to the mental eye^ 

And all her objefts round we view. 

As ting'd with her own golden hues 

When, at her fmile benignant, rife 

Celeftial charms to mortal eyes. 

While Sentiment, with fenfe combined. 

Each, mutual, is by each refin'd; 

Oh, grant with rapture — to receive^ 

But grant, with rapture more — to give! 3 to 

Not felfifti, Goddefs, let me be s 
Then — ever a Voluptuary. 

Enough, enough; for fure 'tis She 
Breathes through my foul divine and free: 
Enough, Minerva; I obey: 
To yon fair Temple* lead the way, 
Where drefs'd in all thy attic pride, 
Thou chief delighteft to refide; 

* The TciDple of Minerva, in a diflant part of the Gardens. 

At 
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At thy bright fhrine then let me ftand 

Amid thy delegated band : — 330 

But fee! young Chlora, gentle Maid, 

Light-tripping o'er the verdant glade ! 

Ah, Chlora! come, and blefs my cell: 

What Wisdom thinks^ you beft can telL 



END OF THE FIRST CANTO. 
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A GAIN, by Meditation led, 
•*- -^ I repoffefs the ftraw-built bed; 
And oh, thou facred Gloom ! away 
Sol's brilliant, oft too dazzling ray. 
Do Thou the better light fupply. 
Seen only by the mental eye: 
And welcome, lonely Seat! where dwell 
Silence and Thought, to grace the cell; 
And where, thy ruftic gifts around. 
Truth unallay'd is happieft found! 



340 



Again, 
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Again, and wilt Thou, Goddefs, deign 

Thy fuppliant's inefFeftual ftrain. 

If Thou the ftamp divine refufe, 

Howe'er harmonious (ing the Mufe ; 

Yes, wilt thou deign to hear the line. 

Nay haply fbmetimes call it thine?— 350 

Yes, furely; — nor let modeft pride. 

With confcious truth ftill by its fide, 

Fling doubts before his troubled view. 

That he ne'er joins the Goddefs too! — 

" But what! when Chlora, earth-born maid, 
" Invited to the facred Ihade, 
" Is told, by Profanation's voice, 
" That her's o'er Wifdom-felf 's the choice, 
** That She — yes, fuch the ftrange appeal, — 
" Can Wifdom's didlates beft reveal 3 360 

** How recreant dare again addrefs 
" The Goddefs in her dread recefs; 
*' How not in penitential tone, 
'' Proftrate th' unhallow'd lapfe bemoan, 

" When 
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When rebel Nature (in defpite 
*' Of Truth's and of fair Virtue's right) 
" Lur'd thee from that celeftial road 
" That Truth and Virtue ever trod!" 

Ye fdhs of Apathy, ye wife 
In your's alone, or Folly's eyes 5 

Ye mortals incompleat, with mind 370 

Of circle narrow and copfin'd ; 
You to whom Nature has deny'd 
What amply you fupply by pride : 
Shall you, that Wifdom we reyere. 
Confine within your petty fphere? 

Daughter of Jove, who from thy Sire 
Inherited: a foul of fire j 
Who, in thy ample range and view, 
Do'ft Nature, beautiful and true. 

Behold through all her vaft domain, 380 *• 

And dignify her glorious reign ; 
'^ Oh ! come with me, thou blue-eyed Maid, 
Come to thy well-lov'd Nature' j aid, 

E Whole 
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Whofe offspring, rebel to her reign. 
To local limits would reftrain 
Thofe charms that Nature, and that you. 
Spread ample, unreftrain'd, and true: 
And as the Arttft^s works of fire, 

(Whofe varied hues we all admire) * 

Diverging forth their ftarry rays, 390 

Excite our wonder and our praife ; 
Oh fay, if fay we mortals can. 
What 'tis Senfation gives to Man, 
When in her Rainbow-veftment clad. 
Nature, his heart elate and glad, . 
Impreffes with her heavenly rays. 
That fpread and (hine ten thoufand ways ! 
And (hall th' unnatural human mind 
Rejeft the boon herfelf confign'dj 

Nay, mark'd congenial, in her plan, 400 f> f^ 

Congenial with the foul of man? 
'Dear to the Bard are all thy charms! — 
And for them all, his open arms, 
Or mental or corporeal, fee 
Spread ever wide, and ever frees— 

Nor 
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Nor let his narrow heart conceive . >• 
That, what great Nature deigns to give, 
Man on his part fliould not receive! 



Each Beauty, to the foul or fenfe, 
That Nature's bounty deigns difpenfc. 
Accordant to the human heart, 
Muft Pleafure's grateful fenfe impart:— 
But when, as in his crefted pride, 
Aaron's proud ferpent, brought befidc 
Thofe giv'n at the Magician's call, 
Superior, foon deftroy'd them all: 
So when in competition, One, 
With all thofe charms our hearts fliall own, 
Is plac'd in fair and fulled view. 
What foul to Manhood's feelings true. 
But ftiall confefs, with manly mind. 
How far it leaves them all behind! — 
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Oh, Thou dear adjunct of the foul. 
Thou, at whofe limitlefs controul. 
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All 



[ i8 ] 

All Nature bends; to whom no clime> 
No age, e*en through thy reign, old TIME! 
E'er yet refus'd, to Nature true, 
As Nature's Queen, the homage due! 

BtAUTY ! lov'd Queen, and fex divine;— 
What fafcinating charms are thine ! 430 

That all defpotic in thy reign, 
Thy fubjefl: loves his very chain ! 
Sweet thraldom fure, and filken ties. 
That, not to fink the foul, but rife, 
That thraldom is for ever dear. 
Is ever precious, ever near; — 
Adds beauty to each objeft giv'n, 
'Till Earth 's converted into heav'n !* 



And 



* It has often llruck me, that this paflion, which, however natural, is not uncommonly 
called a debafing or enervating one, affords a ftrong proof of the natural love of Virtue; 
I mean in this, that every Lover (unlefs indeed of an uncommonly bafe mind) fuppoJts\^ 
Virtues in his Miftrefs (he has not, and thinks he loves her for thofe qualities; nay 
more, does it not really create virtues, or draw forth the latent feeds of them, in our own 
breafis? What Generofity, for inftance, is mutually exercifed between two perfons im- 
preffed with a truepaflion towards each other! What Confidence, what facrifice of what 

is 
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And is not this, great Nature, fay, ' 

The law Thou giveft to obey? 

And fhall the Goddefs then deny. 

That her firft objeft 'neath the fky— 

Bleft Beauty feminine — not ill. 

May be the organ giv'n to fill 

Thofe mandates from her heav'nlf throne, 

Unfhackled Wifdom ftill will own. 

As her own maxims and beheft. 

That what is bappieft^ is beft: 

And truer fure, though it unite 

With that " whatever is, is right J'^ 
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IS moft dear to ourfelves, in favour of the beloved objeft! Nay, and how much grater 
is the fatisfa6tion in feeing that objeft in the enjoyment of it than ourfelves! 8cc. That 
It 1^ paflion which engroffes the mind to too great a degree is certain; and yet, engroffcr 
ag it is, furely (with dcs amts Hen nees) it has alfo iu conqueror in Duty or Honour. 

* Not only a note is ncceffary here, but one it is confefled of apolog)' to the reader, 
andrequeiUng his indulgence for this premature mention, if not animadverfion, on Pope; 
whe will hereafter, nay, and very (hortly, be much involved in the prefent fubjeft and 
plan. This indeed has /been told in tlie Preface; biu ilill the introdu6lion of him 
here, it is allowed, is rather mifplaced and out of rule. Hereafter enough will be ad- 
vanced in attempt to fupport the prefent propofed axiom on one part, and in reiutation 
of that on the other. 

When 
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When the great Bard*s advent'rous plan 
Rofe to the tale of fallen man, 
He gave him, juft to manhood's caufe. 
And fure as friend to Nature's laws. 
The wifli to hear, by lov'd Eve giv'n. 
Rather than GOD, the words of heav'n."* 



Oh, 



* lliis pafTagc Is, Ijreinember, given as one of the great beauties of Mi lton, by oi>c 
of his critical admirers — I think Addison. The idea is, as I have faid, a ftroke of 
Nature; but whether it be not too bold for Propriety and Tafte completely to adopt, 
let other Critics dctennine ; more efpecially the perfeflly orthodox ones : — But this I 
would, in all due humility, afk, more efpecially of ihofe who are not averfe to authority, 
and flill lefs perhaps to precedent, if my " hght-tripping" playful Chlora — (for all this, 
and as much more as I picafc, may my fancy alfo invent; and in idea, at leaft, indulge 
even as another Tibullus if I can, with whatever I may think mofl grateful, moll attraftive 
to tife heart, foul, and tafle of man) — Yes, I would, I fay, afk if (lie may not here be 
as allowably admitted as the delegate of my fmall Divinity, as the other in the manner 
^V already faid, and which, I confefs, I (hould have my doubts about ? 



I am fallen on a fubje^ I little thought of treating at the commencement of my Poetical 
career; what that commencement, as well as progrefs, has been, is in my prefatory dif- 
courfe fufficiently related. The after-thought of addition to a Poem complete in its fingle 
felf, (I mean complete as ^Jingle fubjeft) and which happened to conclude with a certain 
playful kind of freedom in contrail to its preceding philofophical gravity, flung a degree 
of difficulty over the plan of continuation of the refleflive fubjeft, which feemed inter- 
rupted (to common readers probably irrecoverably fo) by a circumftance feemingly not 
pnly fo light, but, to fuch readers at leafl, fo uncongenial witli it. This then, it is plain, 

has 
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Oh, Hammond! were thy powers mine, 

t 

O'er Chlora's artlefs brow fhould fliine 
Poetic flowers, graces new. 
E'en fuch as, to thy Delia due,. 



460 



has occafioned, even neceflarily, ibmething or other, whether in alleviation or juftification 
of the light ending of the original (ingle Poem, as bping now the firft Canto of the prefent 
enlarged one. If in better hands, I know not but the circumflance I fpeak of might have 
been a lucky mifchance, fmce it might have afforded the opportunity, that would not 
otherwife have oflTered, of treating (tho' if even a little epifodically) a fubjeft ever dear, if 
well managed, to the heaft of man, as is fufficiently proved, if neceffary to be proved, from 
the univerfal (lamp of approbation, not to fay admiration, nay, preference, manifeftly 
given to that fubjefi over all others in writers who have treated other fubjefts along with 
it. Need I name Virgil or Milton among the numberlefs examples that might be 
brought in proof of my pofition ? Who knows not the admiration bellowed on the 4th 
|(oo)^ of Vlelgil, with the loves of Dido and jEnea^\ and on the 4th Book of Milton, 
with the loves of Adam and Eve? and does any one think — ^yes, every one do€s tliink, that 
thofe Books fhcw much more genius in the writers of them, than any others of their per- 
formance. Is th?t wonderful? And is it imagined that the writer of this is either weak 
or p|K)ud enough to expe£l any one to join him (any farther than in tlieor}' and play) in 
the fupplication to Minerva? not 

" Ictom feelings to derive 

" (FeeUngs that Reafon may not give) 

" Opinion Jix'd^ decifion Jlrong^ 

** To proof that can alone belong!" 

In &a, furely both ViRCiL.and Milton, with equal powers for ail, really wrote as weir 
in the dher books as \ii thofe where the palDon of love was the fubjcft; but the fubje3, 
and confequcndy the feelings excited by it, were more endearing and njore ftriking; And 
thus it is and ever will be among men* 
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Apollo and Tibullus, join'd 

In infpiration, gave thy mind ! 

Yes, Chlora, then, thy playful charms. 

Dear to the Poet's longing arms, 

I have got into a very defultory note; but the truth is, that I do not quite mean it as fuch, 
but rather as fomewhat prefatory to what will inunediately follow this pafTage, and be fo 
different from it. I have indeed already, in my real Preface, intimated and acknowledged 
the want of ftrift conneftion of fubjeft between the firft Canto, for a fmgle Poem, (and 
now fo much better {landing as fuch, that I have been not without my wilhes to have fomc 
at lead of my readers to ftop at it, and read no farther) and thofe that follow. The aim of 
that firft Poem is to difcriminate more minutely, perliaps, than is commonly thought of, 
the operations of the mind, and to feparate and diftinguifli appearance from reality. All 
this then treats of its outward and vifiblc opexations ; but what follows, and now imme- 
diately follows, is vcr}' different; for it goes not to the pra£lical movement of the wheels 
or fpiings of the niacl line, but to thofc wheels and fprings themfclveis. Thefirfl^hcn 
refers to the practice of man, the fccond to the means of that pra£lice ; and thefe fubje£lt 
arc difliiift and different, any farilicr than that they each appertain to man, and certainly 
appertain ('even with much more) to fo inclufive a thing as Reflenion^ the extenfive title 
and fubjcct of the entire performance. 

Farther, it will be recollefled that I fet out with the profeffion of being defultory, 
various, mifcelldncous — ^perhaps eccentric, certainly refleftive, nay critical, on whatever 
came in my way that I have fancied miftaken, nay, and whatever the authority in its favour 
and fupport; and this very note fufficlently ffiews the praftical indulgence in the profeflion. 
That it was a part of my plan, not to fay the principal part of it, to illuftrate, and poflibly 
in no fmall degree explain, through this work, my former one of fo many years back, will 
cijfo be recollefled; not a liuie of which, it is hoped, is now effettcd through the firft 

Canto : 
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Should prove — thy very Silence given, 
Might e'en the Eloquence of Heav'n 
Supply; and Wifdom's Goddefs own 
Her didlates bejl — from thee alone. 

F 



Unequal 



Canto: as much more will through the others, to thofe who may thmk it worth while to 
look after it; and I could almoft wi(h this performance to be confidered as a kind of 
continuation of that former one, as breathing the very fame fpirit and tendency: nor then 
poffibly (may I be allowed to fay it) might this very note be without its apologizers, if 
not approvers ; and then too might not the writer flatter himfelf in the hope of the fame 
for thofe numerous ones that are to come ? It is true, that he has already profeffed his 
intention of being thus irregular and unufual, as he has alfo that even of not fupprefling 
obfervations, whether critical or other, that may occur to him in his march, though not 
poflibly very vifibly connefted with his fubjeft. Even like the traveller, who feeing 
fomc ftriking fpot or objeft from his road, fleps out of his way to examine or enjoy it. 
I could almojl wifh then, I fay, that this were looked upon as really a continuation of 
that old work, for a while at lead, and fo as to render more admiflible my prefcnt projeft 
of giving, even exa£l]y as I did in that firft work, a Sketch or Portrait, not in verfe, but 
profe, of my fanciful Eve, for whom I in my turn have alfo manifefted a partiality even 
beyond that for my Divinity. In that quondam work now alluded to, there were, it is 
well known, many attempts of the kind, and among the female ones, two (thofe of 
Camilla and Flora) that, fo far as I can have learned, were not, as attraftive repre- 
fentatives of female charafter, quite difapproved of; I have therefore, I confefs it, felt 
my little ambition rife in my mind (if that can be the term as applied to fuch trifles-^be 
it then my curiofity, and thence dcfire of the attempt) to form a third feminine Portrait, 
that fliall, or may be, not lefs attra£Uve than they (I may now, *tis hoped, be allowed to 
fay) turned out to be ; and yet, with traits of charaQer \ery diftinS from either of the 

other 
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Unequal to the voice Divine, 

The more appropriate aim be mine, 470 

In humble earthly profe to give. 

If pojjibley thy charms to lives* 

other two; nor will I quite doubt but that my declared plan of defultorinefs may fome- 
what juflify the introduQion; To even be the idea realized, and fuccefs (certainly for both 
reader and writer's fake) accompany the attempt. 

This methinks fliould, however, though not for the fuperior, for the too numerous 
common reader be remarked, and added, viz. That the whole being a fi£Uon, (both the 
colloquy with the Goddefs, and the invitation of Chlora "to the cell;") itfeems 
neceffary to friend Horace's rule of conneflivenefc of fubje£l, to make him who is the 
admirer or lover of Chlora, even to the degree of preferring her to his Goddefs, not 
a little favoured by her. Plaufibility feems to require this, and it is accordingly fo done in 
the invented Portrait or Reprefentation. 

♦See, fee, yonder Nymph, fo lightly tripping over the green! What grace, what 
figure of airynefs, what feeming attra£livenefs! Is it Horace's Chloe revivedPt 
Rather is it not a Wood-Nymph; or is it one who has efcapcd from her Miftrefs 
Diana's train? — No, no, it is indeed a mortal, as ydU will foon fee if you accoft her; 
fhc will not be long ere (he prove it to you, and with it how much you prefer her asjuch 
to a Goddefs; — (he will foon cure you too (if you are not already) of youx fenJibU, flill 
more of your karned, ladies : — It is Chlora: — it is Nature itfelf, in her moft playful and 
attraflive humour: — regardlefs of all form, all rule, all deviation from Nature, be you a low 
perfon or high : nay, though of Royalty itfelf, if you make love to her, as you certainly 
(though fuch) will do; nay, and at firft poflibly, from appearances, not veiy defpairingl,y 

+ " Vitas hinnulco me fimilis, Chloe." Hor. 

fhe 
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Too happy, if the rude eflay 
Chance to the wifliing ey-e convey 
Some thought at leaft of what muft be, 
From pencil mafterly and free 

F 2 Thofe 

ftie will treat you-^how (hall I fay ? — even juft as the little French Sultana, of memorable 
mz-retrcufsez memory* 'did her great Solymaninhis feraglio; flie is jutlas fancy, and 
juft as delicious, even from that very laucineis; ihe is a ini^mre of tbat cfaaraSfx, an4 
of Marianne or Pamela; — as naxvt and fimple as either of the latter, while as 
volatile, playful, and unreftrained, as the former; in apaflion with you one moment, fweet- 
nefs enchanting in the next moment, almoft in the fame, nay and at the fame time; while 
you would or do laughingly kifs it all away^ andiheend, perhaps^ withjw^ngin the laugh 
along with you. Every thing (he thinks (he confequently utters, and to men equally as 
to Her own lex; looking indeed on tbem, and feeling toa^ands them all, aye, whatever 
their charms — perfonal, honorary, pecuniaiy, &c. &c. — kwic only rxcqpted, (jwdgc if thu 
a contented one) as if of the fame fex : of the feS of Xz^ o on one part, of EiPicuft US 
on the other; Yes, Ice to them all, ihe is Summer, Summer in all its wanmth, its glow, 
its glory, aad its lovelinefs, (o ihat one. Need it be added what thait muft recipfocaUy 
infpire, where even an Anchorite woM catch iiiex>f ftich liaiialiiy;^' as no one of coarc^ 
rpoadent fex could in nature r-efift; nay, who foemed fonzied to cealize the frfded re-mu- 

ficttiiou 
* Marmontel's Trois Sultanes. 

+ I fear that I have an excufe to make my reader here, for the coinage of a word; it 
is a licence I little approve, and have not, that I know of, praftifed before : I hope it is 
not a very unappropriate one. I looked in Johnfon to fee whether, in the number of his 
unaccountabU words, he had this, but he has not; not that with myfelf his authority weighs 
much one way or the other, in that much-admired^-whilc to myfelf moft exceptionable 
of Compoftions, 
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Thofe features that could even fhine. 
Through colours faint and weak as mine. 

Muse! plume thy heav'nly wing, and fpread 
Thy influence o'er the Poet's head! 480 

Oh, no: Truth unpoetic, give 
Thy dictates in his breafl: to live. 
While confcious Pride, the Pride of oldy 
In felf-convi£lion's feelings bold. 
Dares — thus involv'd in mental truth — 
Declare to lift'ning age or youth,-|- 

Jication of Aurora's Titan from age to youth. Her countenance is not, on examination, 
made up of features that f)Tnmetiy might juftify or boaft of; no, but it is made up of fuch 
as, exaflly congenial to, and expreflive of, her own compofition, form a totality that is 
refiftlefs : her look is vivacity, blended with, and tempered by, Sweetnefs ; yet, while it 
denotes nothing of defire in general, it fhews the capacity of it in particular, and where 
it ihould poflefs it: — In ihort, with a perfon as Nymph-like, and as completely formed as 
Natuie could effeft, with attraai\'enefs really namelefs, and a certain gra^ejulncfs quite 
undefineable; what better can her Painter do, than like the famed one of old, who, de- 
fpamng of adequately exprefling in his principal charafler the paflion he wiflied to 
defcribe, contrived to fling a curtain over that figure, that Imagination might effeft what 
his pencil was incapable of: — Even tlius then let the prefent Painter do, and fo conclude 
his incomplete defcription. 

t " Favete linguis: carmina non prius 

"Audita 

" Virginibus Puerifque canto.'* HoR. 
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The arduous lay yet unexplored, 

Ev'n with that Truth's great bleflings ftor'd ! 

Parnaffian flovv'rets then, farewell. 
On ground more folid let us dwells 490 

Fancy's fidlitious charms fupply, 
With thioe, more dear, Reality! 
Come then Reflection to my aidj 
Be Reafon its foundation made I 
Enough, if that the verfe difclofe. 
While lefs in Poetry than Profes* 
Enough, if, Wifdom ftill in view. 
The fcrutinizing verfe i^e true. 

Yes, BardP' we own, " Life can fupply 
Scarce more than to look round and die. 500 

Shall we too then, e'en while we can, 
" Expatiate o'er this fcene of man, f 

*' That mighty maze, and try its plan?" C 

* Alas! one builds, and one deftroys; 

* As lejfcr children by their toys; 

* " Sermoni propriores." HoR. 

Why, 
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* Why then again fair Truth beguile, 

* And build a-new the fancy 'd pile?* 
Fancy'd indeed ! no fyftem, no; 
Through me again thy overthrow 

Shall not arrive; me diftant wide, 5J0 

Me leaning to the fceptic fide. 

Unlike the Mede and Parthian crew, ' \ 

Who the old law (or falfe or true) 

Prefer to iettery 'caufe tis new-, — 

Me, who profeffedly will range. 

And as the wind fhall change, will change;* 

Who even Belzebub will believe. 

If worth the hearing what he give.-f- 

Come, Horace, with thy golden rules! 
And ftill the clamour of the Schools; 520 

Come the free Soul, that ftill difdains . 
All mental, as corporeal chains! — 
Oh ftrangc! to me for ever ftrangc. 
That Man, through his ideal range; 



* Quo me cumque rapit tempellas, deferor hofpes. Hor. 

i Give the Devil his due. 



Man 



[ 39 ] 

Man whom we fee, {each thinking man) 

Reflefting, as he may or can. 

On all the nonfenfe and the wrong, 

On all the evils faft that throng 

Around his Being, as he goes 

Along his road of joys and woes; 530 

On all the ftrange and uncouth things ^ 

That life to obfervation^rings, 

(Curiofity then fure his fpring) 

Should, felf-deceiv'd, fome fancy bring. 

Some fav rite fancy, to deftroy 

The means himfelf e'en fhould employ, 

Thofe very things he wants, to fee, 

Objefts of that Curiofity..-*- 

You Thinkers 5 you, who would afpire 
To Truth's abode, and heav'nly fire 5 540 

For you, if any, is the plan, 
" The ftudy of mankind is man:" 
So fings the Bard of heav'nly fame. 
And honour to the Poet's name!— 

Honour 
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Honour to whom is honour due, 

But honour chief to what is true!— 

And fay, on earth ordain'd to plod, 

Shall man the office of a God 

Aflume? — and fliall the Bard confine 

The Godhead to his little line; — 550 

Of Infinite affix the view ; 

And give out bafelefs dreams as true? — * ' 

Ambitious Icarus! thy flight. 

Attempted to Sol's heav'niy light. 

What could it but deftruftion bring. 

The fall difgraceful, melted wing ! 

What fhall we fay then? is the plan, 
" The ftudy of mankind's not Man?" 

Perhaps i I know not: This I know. 

Congenial feelings muft beftow 560 

To ev'ry breaft that warms to truth. 
Inherent, or in age or youth. 
The Sage's (aying, great as true, 
" He only knew — he nothing hiev)'^ 



And 
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And well each intelledl receives 

The limitation that it gives 5 

Well knows how modeft Diffidence 

Is true concomitant of fenfe. 

As ev'ry felf-fufficient elf 

Each knowledge fancies in himfelf. 570 

What can we know, great Wifdom! fay;— 
Thou Parent of aetherial day. 
Wilt Thou, from thy bright throne of light, 
DifFufe into terreftrial night 
The glories of thy heav'nly ray, 
And turn its darknefs into day ? — 
Nay more, did Heav'n th* effulgence give^ 
Could mortal fight behold and live? — 
Yes, Truth divine Thou couldft beftow. 
But I that Truth could feel nor know. ^80 . 

Oh, Bard mifled! that could attend 
" The Guide, Philofopher, and Friend," 
Or Plato's dreamings not forego, 
Tho' Greeks two thoufand years ago ; 

G Could 
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Could forge th' imaginary chain 

The Univerfe that (hould fuftain ; 

Join to his chain its Author too, 

(For even this the dream could do) 

Could (Bedlam's walls almoft in fight) 

Link finite e'en to infinite \ 590 

While the lafl link, from God-head muft 

As diftant be as was the firft.^ 

And who too told you of this chain? 

How know what Heaven's laws Ofdaifts— 

Has Heaven deign'd its plans to you 

To mark exclufively and true? 

' Noi but each objeft here below 

* This plan muft manifeftly ftiew; 

* Gradation through them, mark'd and plain, 

* Demonftrates fure the heav'nly chain ; 600 
I From the rank weeds that noxious fhoot 

* The venom of their poifon'd root, 

* Up to the lofty Cedars' height 

' Of Lebanon, that blefs the fight j 

♦ Certainly while all creation implies a Creator^ from whence it all derivci ; equaltyp 

ange]» &c. &c. as man and the whole creation here below. 

'From 
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* From Vegetation's quickening feel, 

* The well-fam'd plant knows to reveal, 

* Up to thofe feelings Heav'n beftpws, 

* And he, whom love has favour'dj kjnpws ; 

* Th' amphibious animal, who's fe$n 

* Water and earth to live between; 

* The Bat, fo dubioufly alive, 

' The ftate of bird or beaft to give; 

* And the amazing (pace we fpy 

* 'Twixt the dim Mole's and Lynx's eye I' 
And then, this philofophic plan 

To perfefV, in the link to man, 
Th' half-reas'ning Elephant behold 
Confirm whate'er the Bard has told !— 
Thin the partition, you declare. 
Betwixt great Reas'n and InftinSi there: 



6io 



620 



Oh, Syftem, Syftem; and oh, Pride! 
And ERROR — loving to decide:"^ 
What's Inftinft, and what's Reafon, fay; 
Digreflive be th' attempted lay I— 



G 2 



And, 



H 
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And, Goddefs, aid th' adventVous line. 

Each nat'ral adjunft to define; 

(And are there not, who join to call 

The Brute contrivance — rational?) 

Instinct, what is it? 'tis a thing. 

Its obje6l to no teji can bring; 630 

Or rather, that requires none. 

Since ftill unerring, all alone. 

And fhall we wonder if its plan 

Superior mounts to that of man, 

When one by human ftep is trod. 

T'other, the immediate act of God!— 

Reason, flow Reafon, muft compare 

Its objefts with peculiar care. 

And knows and feels that truth can't be 

In nat'ral contrariety : 640 

No, each effeSi^ from Nature's laws, 

Muft have accordance with its caufcj 

Reafon, in confequence, has CHOICE ; 

Her's how to a6l the cafting voice: 

She too has CONSCIOUSNESS to feel 

Each a£l to which is fix'd her feaL 

Nothing 
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Nothing of this blind Inftinft fhews, 
REFLECTION it on naught beftows; 
And wife, beyond thy Reafon*s rule, 
-Itfelf is a confummate fool. 



650 



There are from this who, diff'ring wide, 
Attribute but to human pride 
Th' afTum'd prerogative of man, 
^ Alone to a£l on Reafon's plan: 
Me, if authority could guide. 
And mental freedom turn afide, 
So readily where fhould I yield. 
Bard, ever dear, the conqu'ring field. 
As to thy, yes, thy heartfelt lays. 
Prior,* great objefl of ray praife! 660 

♦ Prior, to my own tafte and judgment, (I know too, that of the great, and Httle, Dr. 
Johnson) if not firft of poets, firft— or among the firft— of writers on the whoUy as gifted 
with more extenfive, hberal, free, and manly thinking, and philofophy and elegance, than 
any of his admired, nay, poetically fuperior, contemporaries; I confefs much to my fur- 
prife, fince I am pretty fure it i« unfupportable, (nay, verily believe, fo high is the credit I 
give him, — high indeed that — would himfelf have faid fo on re-confideration) yes, my be- 
loved Prior argues on the fide of Inftinft, in the following lines of his Solomon, viz. 

" Tiien vainly the Philofopher avers, 

** That Reafon guides our deeds, and Inftinft their 5; 
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Return we then, alas! again 
To the perhaps not ill-loft chain. 



" How can we juflly different caufcs frame, 

" When the ffftcls entirely are the fame?* 

** Inflinft and Reafon, how can we divide ? 

" Tis the fool's ignorance, and the pedant's pride." 
And after quoting the lines, need I do other than refer (I mean the intelligent reader) to 
the foregoing pafl'agcs in anfwer and refutation of them? And yet, after all this defini- 
tion and diflin6tion of the two things, (nay, may I not fairly call it proof ol the difference 
of principle in them ?) how many of the nominal profeffors of reafon would prefer the name, O 
opinion, and authority, (dearly beloved Authority !) of Prior, to the conclufivenefs of the 
argument, though how much more their otVn prefixed opinion on the fubjeft? This it 
muft be granted, in a philofophical light, is not faying much for the quality of Reafon^ 
per fe, whofe caufe I am fupporting againft InJlinB: and it is ver)' true, while it no ways 
controverts the nature of the two qualities I have endeavoured to define. They are fo 
manifeftly diftinft from each other, that I verily think no advocate for Reafon^ as an 
aftuating principle in the animals, (and I have met with many, by no means fools) could, 
with an underftanding in the fmallcft degree confequential or logical, refill the force, nay, 
the conclufivenefs, of the following pofition, fo eafily drawn into fair fyllogifm, viz. 

The (acknoNvledgcd) attributes of Reafon are (as fct forth above) CHOICE, CON- 
SCIOUSNESS, and REFLECTION. They produce in man the various a£U of life; 
but * the creatures produce in their lives afts equally or more rational than thofe of men;* 
the effects then we fee in the animals arc, as Prior obferves, " entirely the fame:'* True, 

* Friend Prior feems to have a little forgot here his own old friend Parfon Sly, in 
" A dtfrent caufi, faj's Parfon Sly, 
" The fame effeS may give; 
" Poor Lubin fears that he fhall die, 
*• His wife that he may live.'* 
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The Elephant, we grant, is wifcj* 
But does his wifdom ever rife 
To know his own fpecies? to tdik^ 
Compare f divide^ and r^^/crrorwalk ? 
In Church, what notions his of fchifni; 
In reafoning, of fyllogifm?-**-**— 

the eji3s arc fuch; but while it is granted that the animal p^eCi neither of the three 
neceffary CanflUuents of Rsafon^ it muft follow^ that they cannot have produced thdr 
effcRs^ from a principle they have not; but confequently from fome other, and which is 
called JnftinS; a thing (it is feen) void of all choice, cort/ciou/he/jr,- or refleSion. Can any 
one, I fay, refift the force of this bSi} WiU any one fay kfter it, that *the- Birds wonder- 
fully-contrived nefis, the republic of the Bees, and all the reft of the animal-wonders, 
(wonders themfelvcs know nothing of, aihd yet perform all alike) proceed from 9i principle 
of reafon? It were an affront to any urtderfianding one attributed it to. On tbebther 
hand, how far this famous Reafon is a principle that afkrates man, is . another -queftiony 
and one that cannot be entered upon here, though it will more or lefs be;- (nay, in truth, 
already has, and not a little, by implication at leaft) confidered hereafter; one only obfer- 
vation I will fling out for the refledJon of myreallytoitfiderate-readerere iconchide: it 
is, and I mean this as regarding man, not the animals, that the stOsiig wiA reaibB,and 
from reafon, are two diftin6l, nay, widely different things, though often confounded. 



♦ Pope's linei^ -are; 

"How inftittft varieiKin^thegrOv'luigfwine, 

'' Gomf^tfed, hatf^roai'niiig Elephant, with- thine." 

Certainly Mr. Pope did not then dream of the teamed Pig. 



How 
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How too does Countenance difplay 

To him its wonder-working way, 670 

Which can, as if wrote down, declare - 

Your ey*ry thought, e'en to a hair? 

Enough; the link quite broke is found. 
And the chain rattles to the ground: 
But grant it bere^ as we are toldj 
How would the other textures hold? 
You tell us of extreme degrees, 
'Twixt Lynx* and Mole that fcarcely fees; 
But gradual (hades, all mark'd between. 
Where, in the fj^em, are they feen? — 680 

Do not the vifual objefts ftrike 
On all fenforiums much alike? 
You mark th' amazing Southern's fmell, 
And the deficient Lion's yell; 



* The Lynx's Eye has fomchow got the reputation of the keeneft of eyes, as the 
jaundiced-fye has the imputed difgrace of tinging all its objefis with its own unnatural 
yellow hue; yet the faft is, I think, contrary in both,--This, mcthinks, is rather 
remarkable. 



But 
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But not to fmells* we may rely on» 
Betwixt the Southern and the Lion? 



1^ 



That middle natures never pafs 
Through the mix'd breed of horfe and afs; 
That th' Otter, by divine command^ 

Will water never quit or land; x 690 

You fay moft true: but does this go 
To form the chain fo high, fo low?**-^ 
Go, (Heaven help our human wit!) 
Poor man with angel to unite !-« 
What is an angel? next to manj'f 
In this our philofophic planj 
But angels, in whatever clime. 
Not much are iiww»— fince "Jacob's time: 

* The want of adjoining liidc from the fenfe of finelling in the Sontbeitt Uound^ and 
man, or I believe of an^ o»^, :«dunnly nuft be great indeed 
+ Pope's Unes are Aefe: 

" Vaft chain of being! which from God began; 

'* Natures aethereal, human, angel, man, 

" Beall, bixxl, fi(h, infefi, what no eye can fee, 

•• No glafs can reach; from Infinite to Thee, 

" From Thee to nothing." 

c H Yet 
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Yet it fhould feem (if aught can feem, 700 

The fubjefl matter where a dream) 
That ftill fome links, Bard, on your plan. 
Should 'twixt an angel be. and man. 

Enough, enough: — yet, ftill more ftrangel 
Our world, in its aerial range. 
Leans to, touches, fome other fphere,* 
(Let the Bard tell us how or where,) 

* Pope's own account is thus, which let him fix an idea to, who can. 
" So man who here feems principal alone, 
" Perhapsf a£ls fecond to fome fphere unknown ; 
" Touches fome wheel, or verges to fome goal; 
" Tis but a part we fee, and not a whole." 

What idea Pope had in his head concerning a wheel or goal, it is impoffible for mc, 
or furely any common man, to form a conception of. No common man Purely has any 
notion of conneftion, ftill Icfs of degrees of excellence, in any other fphere or world over 
ours, or any thing farther of any than their known gravitation in the planetary fyftera, 
and that the vifible planets mutually hold to each other, comets included; I (ay vifihle, 
fmcc, however little thought of, there may, for aught we know, be numbers of imnfibU 
ones ; nay, and has not one been lately difcovcred ? They all feem manifeftly to depend 
on the Sun, and (here we urwiJionaUy may apply to analogy) defigned for habitation the 
fame as the one we know, is; — and is not that every thing that any body (I was going to 
fay in his fenfes) can fay or think about them all ? 

Sure Warburton felt fome damp on his mind in quibbling out his illuftration here. 

+ A ftrange word for philofophy and fyftem ! 



[ 47* ] 

Still in his lov'd connection's road, 
Yes, from the Mite, e'en up to God ;* 

♦ Mark too, inclufively. 

One circumftance concerning this chain, as I was thinking about it the other day, 
nay, indeed two, ftruck my imagination, as quite curious or comical, nay, laughable; 
at leaft they fet me a laughing heartily, though by myfelf, and I will e'en fet them 
down, and clofe my thoughts about this chain with them; and, I truft, for ever: — 
One is this, that fince metaphors are to bear fome analogy and fimilitude to the 
things they mean to reprefent, fo this of the univerfal chain is given as an extenfion of 
things regularly united one to the other, even as we fee a chain to be, — and fo far the funi- 
litude holds. But a chain is formed of links, all exa£lly fimilar in ftrength and fize, and 
indeed could not be formed by things of different fizes, forts, and natures. In that light, 
what kind of a chain is this with an angel, a man, and what you pleafe belide, down to the 
mite, or from him to nothingnefs at one end, and what upwards, do you, reader, fay for 
yourfelf, fince I cannot. Now this mull be a queer fort of chain to the eye, furely, and 
except in prolongation, like any thing elfe as much as a chain: the mite one link, the 
elephant another; in fhort, how does it look to your eye? very wab ling, as it hangs, at 
leaft I dare fay. The metaphor, Plato himfelf muft allow, does not run entirely on 
all four : but here is my fecond thought, as to thefe philofophers' plans and fyftem. 

There IS, we are given to underfland, a gradation downwards, from God himfelf in- 
clufively, (nay, the blafphemy is not mine!) even to the earthly worm, the mite, the beings 
** that no glafs can reach," and fo on {if it ends not there) to nothingnefs. At this rate, 
then, we hav-e the honour of ending the magnificent chain: in proceflions it is the digna- 
torial being that ends it; it is the poft of honour; but no, nor Plato, nor Pope, nor 
any of their friends, arrogate any fuch fuperiority for themfelves and their habitation: no, 
as in ftation, fo in honour or dignity, they rank laft of zW; their mite and their nothing, 
nefs is to clofe the fcene, and form the finifli of creation. But what then becomes of our 
c fellow 
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Quite tired with vifion. Reader, Thou, 
Doubtlefs with difcontented brow, 710 

fellow planets: Look up yonder at Jupiter, Saturn, and the reft of ihcm; tire not you as 
good as they? Why give them the pas fo readily over yen? Surely tbefe philoli^hers 
^ere very complaifant in thus letting every being in the univerfe :go before them; but let 
us confider a little ferioufly how this matter really and truly •fl&uids; if I undeiAand the 
-fyftem right, it is, fhat there is, all through univer&l creation, a gradation of eKcellence 
from the loweft and meaneft part of creation up to God himfelf; I fay, (and pray mark 
it) all through creatwn: and Pope fuppofes our globe to haVe connexion, fome how or 
oth^r, with fome >ether globe or fjAiere: " Tm but a .part we fee, and not a whole;*' 
leaning, to be fure, that all the fpheres, and all citation, weiJe linked together or con* 
jiefied in this general fyftem of God and his entire creation. It would, indeed, be 
^fiird, if you adopt the plan at all, to leave out any created thii^ more than our own 
known creation. Where then rank, or how, the other our fellow planets for tnftanee» 
4he exlftenceof which we know equally with our own? Thai, you will tell me, no one 
can lay; you only fuppofe all creation to be Hnked together, but of the manner how, it 
is impoflible even to form a guefs; but you have formed a guefs fo £aur as to tell us of a 
certain gradation, and have named the beings belonging to it» 4s £ur as an angel upwards^ 
and the mite, &c. downwards. 

Let us be fair and above4>oard: In this idea of gradation of exiflenee, or chain of 
being, the origin of it has been, and the continuance the lame, the obfervcd fa£l in our 
world of a gradation of exiflenee, and a real one in many refpe£ls, as is fliewn in Pope ; 
nay, indeed, in myfelf, who happened, (not having the original one before me) to fall on 
other additional examples not lefs real than his. From hence, I lay, has been formed the 
idea of going on upwards with it as we fee; but in this it is manifeft, that though univer* 
&1 creation isfaidto be included in the fyftem, yet that it really has never been thought 
of 'by the founders of it« The chain, we are exprelsly toU^.gocs do%mwanls in our 

world ; 
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Yes Thou too, whofe congenial fire 
Doth to Nature's truths afpire, 

world; nay, it is, in numberlefs inftances, proved nominally to us; and upwards an angel 
is named as ranking in a Ilate neareft to that of man ; here then is a difplay of the fyftem 
abfolutely independent of any thing in the vifible creation but our own world and fekres; 
even as if, exafUy as if, nothing befide exified in the univerfe. Hear but the words, they 
jue thefe:-<««* 

^ Vaft chain of being! which bom Oqiv began ;^ 

'* Natures aethereal, human, angei, fliaii, 

** Beaft, bird, fifli, infe£l, what no eye ca» fet, 

** No glais can reach; from Infinite to Thee, 

" From Thee to nothing."-— 

And do not the words prove my aflertion, and with it prove — what? not the comprchen- 
five enlargement furely of this philofophy ; and may it not well be retorted on Mr. Pope, 
*• Tis but a part you fee." 

See then wliat a dilemma they are got into; rather fee how anuudngly contrafled are 
thefe philofophers! For what do they tell us? why, that there is a chain of being from 
God downwards, and this they prove (as in the above verfes) by the inftances feen in thi$ 
one fpot of the creation; but at the fame time they tell us» and muft tell us, that ^lA area, 
tion, as all coming from GoD, who is at the top of the clu^in, is comprehended in it; 
where then (may we not afk) do the other parts of creation come in ? Pope fays, that 
perliaps our world " afls fecond to fome world unknown, &c." Sure tliis is more like fomc 
ignorant, romantic, or vifionary Mifs; or perhaps, his own poor Indian's " untutored mind, 
•* who faw God in clouds, or heard him in the wind," than the well-informed manly philo- 
fopher, whofe title is aflumed ! What ! at this time of day, talk of perhaps, and fome world, 
when we are furrounded by them, and in many particulars are as well acquainted with 

* May one aik what is fuppofed the Being that is the verv next Unk to God? 

c them 
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Difdainful, piteous, wilt furvey 

The futile thought, — the manly lay ! — 

Oh Pope ! miftaken Bard, who more 
Than humble me, loves to explore 

them as with our owru In (hort, how comes it that you take your whole idea of 
this famous chain, after your angel above our world, from objeSs belonging to it, 
and here end the chain in yoidr mite .znd your nothingnefs. All the reft of crea* 
tion muft then, fome how or other, exift between, nay, and before the angel, fince 
he is named as next above us: at all events, I fay, fince our mites, iand beings " that 
no glafs can reach," and our nothingnefs, clofe the whole, by Pope's account of the 
matter, it muft follow that this chain, which, when compofed of erUire creation, a thing 
acknowledged too in the fyftem; (how to be then managed, we will not take into confix 
deration at prefent;) I fay, that in this chain our world muft at all events dangle at the 
very end of all, and nothing at all hang beyond it. Now (and this it was diverted me) how 
curious, and how veiy extraordinary, and how little to be previoufly expe£led, that God 
ihould, in his defigned gradation of exiftcnce, have happened to fix on this little fpot 
where we live for the precife end of his entire creation ! And when I talk of other 
planets, and of their magnitude or number, look up at the heavens, and tell us how many 
obje£b of creation, you fee befide, to extend its chain ? 

Confider a moment only the comets belonging to our own comparatively diminutive 
fyftem; fome of them have, I think, their revolution like us round the fun; i.e. their 
year, in four or five hundred of our's, and they, in every thing, are to be higher up in 
the chain of excellence than we: nay, what is more curious methlnks, higher up than 
the. angels; aye, they matter, angels [rifum teneatisf) — Spirit. — Do I exaggerate, do I 
falfify ? Surely not. If we are to aik, what is meant by thofe (hades of excellence^ one 

being. 
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Thofe graces that th* affenting Nine 

Have bounteous giv'n, and ftamp'd them thine! 

And let the philofophic lay, 

From blame, the happier praife difplay; 

Sufpend its own attempts to view. 

Where modeft truth can dare purfue. 

The road of nature; and beware 

Of Fancy s lure, and Falfehood's fnare! 



720 



being, or one planet, or comet, over another, fo as to give this gradual and prolixly- 
rifing excellence^ what can be anfwered to it? Is there any rational reflexion that can lead 
us to fuppofe excellence, and degrees of excellence, in material bodies like our own; and 
then, confequently, fuch amazing fuperiority of that excellence in fame of thofc bodies 
over others to our eyes^ and our natural prefumption no ways lefs excellent than them ? I 
have faid, look at the heavens, and fee what room there is in the number of obje£b you 
will fee, for extenfion of this chain of merit or excellence. I now fay, take your glafles and 
fee; and after that, take your imagination; and, laft of all, take your common fenfe, and 
then metaphorically form a chain ; and, like the tail of a paper kite, look at us and our 
habitation hanging at the very end of the whole. ^ Laugh where we muft, be candid 
where we can;'* but upon my word, in the whole hiftory of this chain, if not fanflified 
by fuch authority and fuch duration, muft one not think it an affront to any underftandiiig 
to offer thefe or any other objeftions to it ? As it has been fo fupported, (and God knows, 
may, for aught I know, ftill be fo in fome mmds) I have been not quite forry to expofe 
to view, once for all, and for ever, what is feen above; and which, to difcover, required 
not the fmalleft ingenuity or difcemment, but only and abfolutely to open one's eyes and 
look. If " the lludy of mankind is man," let me, however, in conclufion add, here furely 
is fome food for the contemplation. Certainly Mr. Fc^e, nor his humble fervant after 
him, have chofen quite a barren fubjetl to work upon, c 
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Come then the Poet's welcome lays. 
From critic-blame, to critic*praifb !-^ 
Succefs the Epifode attend. 
And be Variety its friend: 
And Taste !* thou attribute divine. 
Could of thy lights one ray be mine, 730 

* It is faid of Tafte elfewhere, '* May not Tafte be compared to that exquifite fenfe of 
** the Bee, which inftantly difcovcrs, and extrafts, the quinteffencc of every flower, and 
'« difregards all the reft of it ?" It is alfo ther^ faid, '' Tafle and Generofity ! what words! 
*' do they not in their moil exteofive meaning comprehend ahnoft every power of the 
«• human heart and underfianding?'' Nay, and if the author h^^i faid, not almoft^ but 
^iie^ would he have faid fo wrong: I allude not, however, to the powers that attend 
(bme minds, in regard to the capacity of knowledge of particular Jciencts^ (which feems 
ahnoft like particular infpiration in thofe men, whether in geometry, mechanics, figures, 
&c« of which one hears of fo many infiances in obfcure men who know and feel nothing 
elfe) but to thofe of ratiocination, difcenmient, and judgment, in all which Tajic methinks 
implies ptrfeSian ; and of what extent is true generofUy^ I will not affront that of my reader 
enough to fuppofe him ignoranL But here another from among thofe old fentences 
dccurs to my mind, as not unanalogous to the two former ones; perliaps, is a kind of 
corollary to them ; it is this, viz. *' Virtue pleafes ^ nature^ more than as virtue i but 
*• let me add, that virtue is xhcjirft, beauty of nature" 

> The term Tape, in the above lines, caught hold of my imagination: and confiftent 
with my plan of illuilration, extcnfion, &c. of thofe certain feleft fentences elfewhere, 
that it is feen I aHude to, and where, at their very outfet, they declare that '* a maxim is 
** fometimes like the feed of a plant, which the foil it is thrown into laufl expand into 

** leavs. 
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Happy indeed, to bid the lay 
Truth and Tafte, at once, convey!— 
Oh, happier ftill, could thy controul, 
Bright Wisdom ! fan6lify the whole. 

* From youthful days to lateft year, 
Mellifluous to my lift'ning ear, 
Thy numbers. Pope, have drawn along 
My fenfe enraptur'd by thy fong; 
Nay, mid thofe hours of fport or play 
(The luftre lov'd of vernal day!) 740 

" leaves, and flowers, and fruit; fo tliat great part of it mud be writlen, as it were, by 
" the Reader:' I fay, agreeable to that now known plan, and which therefore it would 
be tircfome to repeat, it tempted me again to a deviation from the ftrait line, drwBun by 
the fafcination of fo alluring a fubjeft of excurfion; I even bx down under this idea to a 
little Epifode from it in verfe, that, could I have executed it to my fatisfaClion, might not 
perhaps fo ill have prefaced the Epifode we are really coming to; I even compofed ten or 
twelve lines for that purpofe, but not at all fatisfying my own tafte, I afterwards expunged 
them, though ftill, it is feen, defirous of not parting whh my beloved {iibje£l without any 
notice at all; my above quoted profe-fentenccs were meant as the bafis of my poetical fling, 
but that failing me, I will flatter myfelf enough to fuppofe my reader of tafte not to be 
avcrfe to the feeing thofe my quondam efiufions on Tafte, and which, I win alfo fuppoft, 
he will not, (like the Country Gentlemen in Mr.. Tickler moft ingenioos playfulnefi (if 
Anticipation, for whofe fake he tranflated, he faid, his French quotations) no, for which 
he will not, as fome fine gentlemen-critics I have, however, in my eye, might do, have 
wanted more writing or dilatation than is contained in the fentenccs themfelves* 
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E'en then, when bcwks were fcarcely ken^ 

Or aught youth's pleafures came between. 

Yes then, at times, the happier hour, 

Attrafted by thy magic pow'r, 

Sequefter'd from their feftive charms. 

Has giv'n thy better to my arms^ 

Better, as knowing to controul 

The joys and feaftings — of the foul! 

And if, fo many luftres flown, 

I now give aught — I give thy own; 750 

Yes haply, (hould the line fucceed. 

Of poefy to give the meed, 

'Twere fiwne chance feed my foul received 

From thy great ftore, that fmce has liv'd, 

Smother'd fo many luftres through. 

And now fhoots forth its fruits for you ! 

*Who, Eloisa! to thy wrongs. 
While manhood to the foul belongs. 
Can the iad fympathifmg figh 
With heartfelt fufF'rings deny ? 760 



Oh! 
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* Oh! horrid ftory, tragic talcj 
Horrid that fuch may (till preva^U 
While chance or fate dire6ls the bajtt» 
To chance or fate fubferviont idl! 
See how the Bard has decKd the tale. 
And furely in fome heavenly gak. 
Aerial loves their pinions fpread^ 
And, piteous, hov'ring o'er his he«d> 
Deep through his foul their influence ihie4 
In melting numbers, nature's throe. 
And pathos of defcriptive woe! 



77Q 



* And hark !— or is it Fancy's dream? 
Oh hark! — a fweet melodious ftfeam 
(Yon beauteous cloud it feeois behind) 
Of harps angelic, down the wixi4» 



* ** Defcende ccelo, et die age tibil 
** Regina longum Cadliope melos, 
** Seu voce nunc mavis acuta, 
*' Seu fidibus, citherave PliGebi* 
*' Auditis ? an me ludit amabilis 
^ Infania? audire, et videor pios 
'* Enare per lucos, zsopaat 
^ Quos et aquae fubeunt et atm.*' 



Hoiu 
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In dying founds, e'en now my ear 

Mellifluous hears, or feems to hear: 

Yes fure, it is, attun'd to woe, . 

Th' harmonic fweep, in heav'niy flow. 

Of heaven's minftrels, fadly fweet, 780 

Who all in plaintive concord meet, « * . 

In dirges' melancholy tones. 

To vent that woe each angel owns. 

— Noj 'tis the poet's fancy allj 

Sad Eloisa, at thy call. 

Who now, e'en now, thy woe 

Could fympathetic feel and know; — 

(Oh, murd'rous knife! at thy dread ftroke 

In choral ihrieks the Angels broke;) 

And now, e'en now, by Fancy's fpell, 790 

What kindred angels felt could tell; 

Tell how loft joys, joys all their own, 

Thofe kindred beings muft bemoan j— 

Tell, to love murder'd in its prime. 

How love celeftial and fublime 

Difcordant vibrates; and how fhame 

Of horrors, nature dares not name. 



In 
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In Eloisa love-lorn, proves 

'Tisfentiment^ 'tisy&w/ that loves :-?- 

Yes, while thofe raptures and thofe fires, 800 

Quite through the fenfes love infpires. 

Could captivave, enchant, and fire 

Dear Eloisa's fond defires 

Thofe fires all loft, alas ! — (he prov'd 

It was the man^ not^^x, fhe lov'd, 

— And well the Bard, thou confcious (hade! 

Thee fubjeft of his mufe has made: 

Forgive, ye both, if, vent'rous, mine 

In fympathy with your's combine! 

* See too, the varying playful Mufe 8 1 o* 
In airy elegance infufe 

Sweet fportive fancy, fiftions dear. 
To or the eye of tafte or ear. 
When from Belinda's lock alone^ 
Ten thoufand fpreading beauties (hone! — 
— E'en as one igneous fpark, the fame. 
Spreads all around the radiant flame! — 

* Thy manly beauties. Poet, where 
Does Tafte's tribunal not declare ? 
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Who too the precept with the fong, 8«o* 

In happieft junftion march along. 

Does not behold? while petty wits, 

With their own literary bits. 

Attend eath other's kindly call. 

And mutual tofs* the fportive ball. 

Oh! rather liften to the Bard, 
And, Critics,— be his precepts heard! 
Nor let precifenefs of the rhyme 
Outweigh with you the thought fublime; 
Nay, if the meafure hobble and fail, 830* 

Lave it — if bright thoughts prevail ; 
Nor let the rhyming word, when found. 
Agreement give alone in found, 
The fenfe and fpirit all betray'd. 
Or worfe-^Si fkiipid fenfe convey 'd; 
Nor let, — Oh, 'tis the gods muft give 
Genius around th* eleft to live;— — 
And where, within the Poet's line. 
One fenfe perhaps is feen to (hine, 

♦ Tofs is a term of Tennis, when there arc no regular games or fets played, whereby 
the ball is mutually played in turn from one to the other. 

By 
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By common eye; a radiant ftream 

Of light may genius fee to beam; 

Or where quite dim, like diftant flar, 

Th' idea 's deem'd too diftant far; 

His eagle ken the heav'nly light 

Shall fee in genuine glory bright.* 

I Thy 

♦ Pope has faid, 

" Ten cenfure wrong for one who writes amifs */ 

And I believe he might have faid a hundred; yet, at firft fight, it may perhaps feem 
that judging of the writings of others, whether in profe or verfe, or producing your own, 
were very analogous things. It is, however, furely very much otherwife, nay, and I 
believe a reafon may be found for it in the nature, or if you pleafe, the inftinft of man ; 
that inllind, when ideas are afloat, drives them on as it were rtiechanically ixonxyour own 
fource; word then follows word, and thought thought, almoft without your own confi- 
deration: but when you are to read and judge the produ61ions of other minds ^ nothing 
of this comes to your affiftance. Befides; from your own fource you will certainly write 
from your own bejl fpecies of writing, whatever it be; (and who has an equal talle and 
rehfli for fliZ forts of writing, any more than of miific?) whereas with others, you mud take 
your chance, and perhaps it may be fomething quite out of the line of your bell cliaraflei 
or tafte. You muft then look out for, kckjrom rejleilion, what in your own cafe, a kin 1 
of inflind, I fay, helps you to. It is very much like an Englifliman (who, perhaps, tells you 
he knows French as xvell as Englifh) tranflating French into Englidi, or Englifli inu> 
French: try him in the latter, and fee how well he makes good his pretcnfions. 



He is a fniert critic too who can judge as Well of your Effay, or your Poem, ^vritten on 
ino or tliicc fv raps of paper, and a bad hand, as on a fair fmglc \Ncll-wiittcn flicet. Yet, 
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' Yet if your Critic, warm in praife, 
With rapture views your proffer'd lays, 

Sees beauties in each glowing line, 8io 

*' They're charming! — lovely! — nay, diviner 
This critic fure you will approve, 
The tafce and man you'll equal love. — 

if the fcnfe be equally conveyed, is it the underjlanding or the eye diat is to judge ? And 
is it not then the inftinft that in no fmall degree gives the cfFeft ? See too, what copyers 
of other people's thoughts and writings make of it? You would think them abfolute Dri- 
velers ; yet in ihtir own writings it appears perhaps quite different. This inftance muft 
be ver}' difficult to believe by thofe who have not experienced it. I could not have 
thought the thing poffible, if 1 had not myfelf fo repeatedly feen and known it I have 
now by me the copy of a letter from one of the moft eminent of attornies, (and a (hrewd 
worldly fellow too) copyed by his clerks, but overlooked by himfelf, who was fatisfied 
with it, which tjie writing one word for another in two or three different places, make the 
X^iletjlark nonfenfe. 

All this, I flatter myfelf, would be found true, as to faft, by any fuperior man in the 

way of experiencing it ; and I will flatter myfelf too, that he might find my accountings 

for it, whife^rather uncommon, not quite unnatural. Mr. Pope fays a great deal to the 

purpofc in his EJfay on Critiajm^ and feveral things, 1 know, the fame as I have here 

faid; yet, wliile writing them, I would not flop to look, not having the EfTay at hand, and 

refleftcd that there was no harm in the repetition of what could not be fcen too often by 

thofe petty wits who had not taken the admonition; and was, thcrciorc, (lill wanted by 

them. \\'lMt 1 liavc jull added, and might flill add, flicws that the i'urjcti is not yet 

txhauftcd, or haidly can be, whilfl the IcU-fisflicicncy ol njcn, cfpccially who have really 

ihcir little pictcnfions, is exhaufllcfs. 

Ivjilicr, 
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Oh! no, thefe raptures juft as ill 

Your mind with fatisfaftion fill, 

(He equal errs. Truth's law is fuch. 

Who feels too little or too much) 

As the dull rogue who naught perceives. 

And with an effort gen'rous gives, 

I 2 



Perhaps 



Farther, as to the difierence of your own flow and other people' Sy not only of imagina- 
tion, but of reafoning or argument; is it not notorious, that every man is an orator in his 
own cafe and caufe, while in what belongs to other people^ not a contradiftion, falfe rea- 
foning, or abfurdity, is perhaps vifible to him ? If you have a difpute with your (hoe- 
maker, depend on it no fpecious fallacy from you will pafs upon him, (or in truth truc^ 
argument either, and would to God the obfervation mounted no higher than the Shoe- 
maker!) nor any particular in his own favour be overlooked; and why? becaufe nature 
and intereft draw forth all thofe faculties that are to befriend tliemfelvcs: what befriends 
you, or trutli alone, is not of their competency. See too, how a man utters or reads 
fcnfe and reafon, given him to read or fpeak from another writer or perfon ; what he fa)'s 
from hinifelf \f\\\\\^X(t every propriety of tone and emphafis; \hdi from another, and when 
thus difturbed from his own inflinftive flow, none at all : art and induflry will^lone teach 
him otherwife, and then ten to one if he will read you part by part, and not vaguely in the 
lump; while perhaps, if you a(k him if what he has read is clcdr, he may anfwcr, per- 
feflly fo; and you, in trying your doubtful pafFage on him, find he had a falfe or an 
indiftinft idea of it, or perhaps none at all. — He is not an analyzer, ixA dijlinclwfs of 
idea is not among his mental requifitcs. As to fliades of excellence or defctl, how far the 
JInger of difcrimination will be put, need it be aflced ? All this may feem too critical ; a 
thing I never wiOi to be : nor what number of readers it belongs to, fliall I, I fear, ever 

liavc 
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rcihaps with fome ill-fated rhyme, 820 

The term of pretty tofublime.'f 

' Hail, manly judges, critics true. 
Who juftly feel, and fairly view; 
Difcrimination, Tafte, and Senfe, 
The attributes that all difpenfe 

have the trial made. And what means all this ? why ftill, that felf^lovc and hvman pride 
are fomehow or other at the bottom of every thing, and Ihcw therofelves whcnex'er they 
can; an obfervation obvious enough in a general view; while not, perhaps, ftrifUy 
pertinent to the art of criticifm, from which I muft perhaps offer my apology for having 
deviated into it. Yet too, methinks, it is fo analogous to it, and I own, to ray own 
apprehenfion at leaft, fo curious in nature, that I am tempted to hope for its not un- 
welcome acceptance from fome fpeculative readers, if of fuch I ever fall in the way. 
I meant to flop early in this note, but one thought has brought on another as I was 
writing it, and the fubjeft is either direflly or collaterally fo continually before us, that 
poffibly, after all, the above apolog)' may have not been wanted. Under that idea I will 
fpeak to another branch of criticifm that in the moment occurs to me, and die rather, 
bccaufc it may, I hope, (hew me not canned away by Mr. Pope's authority a/c?;?^; I mean 
it in this, that when he gives us thofe dehghtful lines tliat are in the mouth of every 

man of talle, viz. ; — 

'* Commas 



+ Nothing fo common, cfpecially with lady-critics and fine gentlemen-critics, as the 
term ol pretty to what they approve, when poflibly^/.r may be the appropriate term; but 
nothing is fine or gxczX^from the great mind, but to the great mind, 'anA pretty is all tlie 
liale mind can reach, whatever tlie thouglit given to its contemplation. 
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Their influence to the critic-foul. 
And jomtly form the happy whole!* 



' Thy precepts. Bard, th' e'en faulty line 
(Exemplify'd perhaps by thine) 
To Taftc and Candour may betray 
The mark of genius, though aftray: 
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'* Commas and points they fet exa6lly right, 
'' And 'twould be fm to rob them of their mite; 
" Yet ne'er one fprig of laurel grac'd thefe ribbalds, 
" From flafliing Bentley down to piddling Tibbalds." 

I fay, that when Pope puts- this faculty of poijtting with fuch minute precifion as a 
thing requiring no tafte or difcernment, he fays too much; for there are occafions where 
no fmall fhare of both may be requifite to the efFefling it. When indeed, two lines 
higher, he defcribes to us the man of ftudy and the fcholar in the ihape of a critic, I 
hiartily join in the general caft and chara£ler of fuch judges, viz. 

*\ 

" Pains, reading, ftudy, are their juft pretence, 

" And all they want is — fpirit, tafte, and fenfe." 

And 



* You are continually told by your admiring critic, — Sir, this is a charming line^ 
or a fine or a glorious lint\ — yet, what can a line be but from its fentimcnt, con- 
neftion, propriety, things to be afcertaincd in iht firjl place \ no, they talk of a line as of 
any mechanic thing, and look after its meaning afcncards, A line may rc^d Jinely, yet 
be nonfcnfc, or, as bad; mifplaced fenfe. 
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Genius t' acordant Genius oft 
With rapture lifts the foul aloft, 
From fome fmall hint to common eyes 
T' uncommon ones up to the fkies, 
And equal fees th' afFe6led grace. 
Quite falfe, perhaps, or out of place; 



And who, that has a fpark of genius in his compofition, and been at all in the way of 
thefe gentlemen, has not felt the difguft that attends it. Difguft, how infinitely increafed by 
its alnioft certain accompaniment of felf-approbation, fince fome modeft doubt on the con- 
trary would really difarm you of it all; but by a fatal ordination, that non-pretenfion ever 
goes with what does not want it. Merit; and never with what for ever does want it, Pride, 
Self-fuflicicncy, with the whole train of its amiable companions : This difguft is exaftly 
proportioned to the delicious fatisfafti<ft of a mutuality of tafte and fentiment, catching 
ideas one from the other, and difFering only to agree afterwards more delicioufly. Yes 
furely, this natural congeniality of tafte is one of the firft delights of focial man. But, 
perhaps, one of thefe gentlemen is officioully offered to you as a deep Jcholar^ and what 
refpecl that title carries with it need not be told. Perhaps without a grain of imaginatioA 
or fancy, the man really is a great fcholar, (does not every one know, either perfonally^ 
from books, many fuch; one of them, I think, lately, a friend of Johnson, wrote his life, 
and fee what it is) and if he is, depend on it he will be honoured enough for it, by (I am 
aftiamcd to fay it) almoft all forts of people. What is a fcholar ? ftiall I define him — a 
man whofc head is filled with otiier mens ideas injlead of his own ? But no, a fcholar mixes 
in (fay you) other men's ideas with his own, and thereby increafes and improves his own. 
And does he do this? If you will bring mc, either in perfon or books, a man deep in Greek 
<\\u\ what-nct befides, (I (hould be glad to hear the difference of information between the 
Greek and a true tranflation) and who joins to the l;n(. wledge, and perhaps difcuflion, of 

tb >fe 
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Sees what in fhort but genius knows, 
And what it feels, but can't difclofe. 



* Such are the many; but the few 
Still guide at laft the Puppet Crew: 
Howe'er themfelves conceit may draw, 
Undiffident, to ftamp as law 
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thofe old writers, the power of writing, thinking, feeling, of Horace, Prior , and Rochefon- 
cault,lW\\\ certainly moft peculiarly honour the charafler and man; and I will fay, that 
man's circle is wide indeed ! But look round at thefe fcholars, living or dead; nor in truth 
can I fee why a fcholar is to have more fenfe (is knowledge fenfe ?) than another man, 
though I can fee many foV his having lefs, in his abfence from and indifpofition to the liv- 
ing world, where the plant furely grows. And what man of genius in himfelf can fubmit to 
the laying afide his own refleftive powers, or rather to the breaking in upon them, to plod 
after tlie learning (and how much nonfenfe with it) of other people : in fhort, look round 
and fee — Tell me then no more of your deep fcholars; at any time, if one of them were 
offered me as an afTiftant critic, I fhould ever fay. Oh no, for God's fake keep your 
fcholar to yourfelf, the odds are too much againfl him, 1*11 have none of him! I have 
indeed faid much of this elfewhere, but it would be too much to defire any one to go out 
of his way after it ; but in regard to, and in favour of, thefe comma-men, let me add, that 
the grace and beauty, or force and energy, of a paffage may be gained or lofl by punftua- 
tion; and confequently, tajle may be requifitc to its direftion; and this, methinks, fhould 
not be forgot in its favour. As to that or the other mechanical parts of poetr)', of rhyme, 
meafure, &c. it is very certain that the common run of critics fhew enough of their 
partiality and preference to them (as comprehending them better) over flrokes of genius, 
whofe comprchenfivc fenfe is invifiblc to tliem ; and then, (as how can people fee without 

ligli^} 
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Their diftate giv'n ; the fame conceit. 
When the fuperior judge they meet. 
Turns quite around the critic zealj 

They raptures Jpeak that others JeeL 

Be here Minorities your pride. 
They in this Parliament decide/ 

'Tis thus lov'd Pope's infpir'd line 850 

Has wak'd the latent thoughts of mine; 
Too happy, if its well-doom'd flow 
Aught worthy their infpirer fliew. 

light) that they are called dark, is certain; and the tax of ic^ endurance muft be paid by 

^vhoever chances to foar above the fight of fuch judges. 

« 

Let me, however, conclude my excurfion, fliall I venture to add, my little effay on 
Criticifm ? I do it by reminding my reader of a pafTagc in a late note, wherein is laid, 
that " the aOing with reafon, 2Xidfrom reafon, are diftinft things, which are often con- 
" founded;" and by begging him to bear both that aflcrtion, and the parts of this note 
tliat may happen at all to (hevv it, in his mind, againll what will appear hereafter in this 
work concerning the inllinS as well as reafon, that feems a principle of adion at times 
in man as well as in the creatures, and when perhaps he is himfclf little aware of it,* 

* I have only taken into my encomium three of Pope's celebrated productions, not 
Iiowcvcr, let it be marked, without feeling equally thofe of Windfor Foreft, and many 
others, with which muft not be forgot the celebrated vcrfion of Homew. 




REFLECTION.- 



CANTO III.* 



T TIRTUE is HAPPINESS below: 
^ « Enough THAT TRUTH for MAN to know. 



* What 's Virtue, and what 's Vice? I afk; — 
* To anfwer that 's no arduous taik ; 

K 



As 



* It may be not improper, at the outfet of mis Third Canto, to acknowledge the im- 
propriety of having numbered, through the two preceding ^-nes, the vcrfes confecutively, 
\vithout regarding the interference of the Second Canto; this, on the contrary, com- 
mencing, as is feen, with the firft numeral ; which will now proceed in progreilion to the 
end of each Canto diftin£Uy« This impropriety was not the frinter\ but the writer' %^ 

overfight* 

But 
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* As well to a(k, in reafon's fpitc, 

* The difference 'twixt black and white:'— 
Yet ftill I a(k it — fpare my fliame, 

^nd give each effence with the name. 
' For things /elf-evident and clear, 

* No explanation need appear:' jo 



But as this fmall event has produced a note, which the writer is not quite fony for, he 
Ivill beg to fay two or three other things, and with perhaps more than tJ^ unufuod freedom 
and defultorincfs now enough feen through Ae pad Aeets. Thofe two or three things, 
while little if at aH conne£led with the fubje£l in view, he wifhes incwn; and has no 
other method of effefUng thai (the prefs unable now to aflift him) but through a note, 
which he therefore makes ufe of, while he cotifeflei the prafiice to be moft entirely out 
of rule. But he ftill relies on his reader's enlai]gement of allowance in this re(peft; nor 
is he quite fure but that part of what he is going to fay may be radier acceptable, and 
what the reader (he means, if he has been happy enough to have gained from any, fome 
imereft or attachment) may not be forry to fecr attaia^dy even {at the writf»r it is plain 
enough is) any how. 

Firft then, I would obfer\T, that I found on the return of my laft printed flieet from 
tny printer, with whom it is, I believe, little conceived, that we go on by his printing, 
and I fcribbling at the fame time, (the cafe of the veiy Ikie I am writing now for to- 
morrow's prefs;) I fay, that on the return of that (beet, I found that the compojuor 
(reader, you, perhaps, liale know, like me t'other day, what the term means) had altered 
a word of the MS. lent for printing, and as being inferled by me only in the final proof- 
Oieet, (in technical term a revife) no redreb of corrcdion was to be had, fo that the word is 
fairly that of the public, much contrary to the writer's wifli; yet| as one of the beft of 

my 
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Yet one afleition is not hvr. 
•Trom ally you may conclufion draw; 

• Nor need a doubt to intervene, 

• Virtue is known from being feen. 

• But what! when Richard could fuccecd 
^ To England's Throne by murd'rous deed, 

K2 



And 



toy mmierocis paradoxes^ let mc add, that the wonT itfelf, as altered, will be (I will not only 
l9f overlooked^ but) approved by at leaft ninety. nine perfbns out of a hundred; nay, I might 
rather perhaps fay, by the entire coips of mco of Kteraoue throughout the kingdom: and 
what is this enigmatical word ? it is that <^ La RochefoucoMU, which is changed into 
RockefoucauU^ as the Englifh-French-gentleman ccMitinually changes it along with La 
Sruiere^ La Fontaine^ and all French words of the fort, not knowing that the Za is as ap-* 
propriate to the name, as Des is in Lord Dtfpenfer's. Now this, among fome other 
niceties, whether of idiom or otherwife, \a the French language, continually puzzles tlie 
EngliQi rea<^ of it, who (not in truth too deeply) taking his rule firom thofe of his own 
language, or his Latin, conceives not bow ihe/emmm article la can be joined to a Tnale 
name, more efpecially with a maiculine termination. Nay, he fees not why any article 
Oioutd, though, (fee again how far man a8s from fedings or other motives than thofe 
of reafon!) yes, though he never read the aix>ve names in any French book through his 
life without the la annexed to it 



This vulgarifin then 1 fliould have been ibrry to have had imputed to me, if not by 
literary people, by people, however few, of fom^ moment, and chiefly what the French 
would term de bonne compagmes^ and thofe others pethaps of the ion. And this information^ 
iurely cannot be unacceptable to the n^ere Englift reader, any more than the fame con^ 

cemins 



' And Godlike Howard could attend 

* The loathfome jail, as Pity's friend, 

* See we not vice in colours true, 

' And virtue in its colours too? — 40 

' Nay more, to one, th' eternal doom, 

* From heav n, of punifhment to come. 



ceniing the term of ton juft mentioned, which, for thefe twenty or thirty j'cars back, k 
Ofed by us moll erroneoufly ; for ten taken Jingly meaiis nothing at all\ its nearefl tranfl»» 
tion, m'ethinks, is caft, charafler, difpofition of mind, &c. nay, perhaps, infomtftnfts our 
dd Englifli word tont^ which poflibly is even derived from ton ; but to botli the Englilb 
9nd French terms there muft be fome adjunfl applied, to be intelligible and defcriptive. 
The French apply ton to many things; U ton bourgeois^ U ton gaivois^ U ton grilliard^ U ton 
phUofophique, comique^ &c. or *U ion ton^ or mauvais ton, and twenty others. Thus then 
we have taken up a word quite miftakenly, and again I hope I do not amifs in following, 
not to fay enlarging, on Mr. TiCKE ll, in his tranflation of his French for the country 
gentlemen. So much for my La RochffoucauU; and now for my bthcr^ particulanf. 
which I faid I wifhed to fpeak to in this note, though foreign to any fubjcfl before us. 

\Vliat I alluded to was this, viz. That I had left behind me two defeftivc verfes or 
paflages in my poem, which, though indifferent about at the time, (and indeed they were 
on my part perfeftly voluntary ones, and their defcft perfectly known to myfelf at the 
time of my fuffering them to be printed, as they may be now feen to remain) yet fince, 
bavc not felt the fame indifference to imputation of nonfence in continuance. Let me be 
permitted to tell my little literary tiory; (and fhall I not now be forgiven if I grow into 
an old Montaign in garrulity; and alas, has not my dear Horace given too good an apology 
for my garrulity ?) I have already (aid, that there may perchance fall a fort of reader in 

my 
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^ 'to one, the union bleft above 

* So merited with heav'n's love?' ■■■ 

Yes, yes, I fee, and heav'n forefcnd, 
To one averfe, to t'other friend; 
My foul its horrors to deny 
To one J to one, its fympathy! 



my way, (how many forts and fizes there are is fufficiently known) wlio may be pleafed 
by what I am going to lay before him, which in (hort is this: — ^There are then, I fay, fo 
far back as in the firft Canto, two defeftive paifages, and one by no means of a very flight 
nature, not to fay that of a fuperficial kind of writer: the firft, and infinitely the moft defec- 
tive, I faw to be a blunder the moment after I had written it; but as I thought it would be 
very difficult, if poffible, at all to alter or correft it, I e'en let it remain for the prefent as 
it was, and without any ftop to the currente calamo in its courfe. Since that both the paf- 
fages have been read by others without flopping at either, and not very long ago, and finally, 
by three perfons, two of whom are writers of verfe, and one I may fay of fine verfe, and 
aot one of the three made the leaft halt again at my defeftive paffages; fo that I grew to 
think I might as well keep my council, and e*en go into the world as I was, which would 
ID general overlook what fuch iieaders overlooked. I will now then tell my reader what 
thefe paflages are, both in the defeftive ftate in which themfelves have read them, as alfo 
in their correfted ftate, which on try-ing I gave them both in a moment; though I had 
thought the taflc fo difficult, that I even fuffered them to be printed in their imperfe£lion ; 
of the firft it might more properly be faid, in its abfurdity. And now, reader, let me' in 
Uie firft place afk. How you have read the firft paftage in queftion ? Have you perad- 
venture illuflrated,/^r^7r^^, my critical aflertions concerning the difference between venting 
your own fenji^ and judging otiicr .people's? Thepan3geis as follows, and you fliall tell 



me. 



t 70 J 

And common fenfe, connexion true, 

In all the Bard has fet to view, 30 

Along the plain didaftic page. 

He fays not how precife or (age. 

At leaft th' averment muft preclude 

That he 's a foe to reftitude: 

mc, nay (really and truely) tell yourfelf. The paflage is this, for I will not fend you back 
tothepoeni) viz* 

"^ And iDtukion! Tfaoii^ thy ray 

«• Of hf^, if pofliUe^ dtfplay; 

" And with thee join Diitio^lion keen, 

" Throu^ Error's mills ftill not un(een, 

" While the Miife^ Tem'nw in her flight, 

'^Perhaps abore man's common fight." &C 

Well, this you have read before, and do fa now again; and do you fee any defied 
in it? Tell, I fay, yaur/i/f truly; and if you have not, and ftill more, do not, admit all 
1 fay as to difference of hearing and fpeaking, however poflibly doubting it before. This 
is however addreffed not to certain judges^ who, I hope, do not fuppofe I even for a 
moment doubted their feeing the abfurdity of making difiin£lion to be feen through the 
mills itfelf b to fee through. I afterwards, on fitting down for curiolity (then too late 
for the printing) to try what I could make of the paflage, in the moment wrote it thus, 
with indeed no fmall regret, my nonfenfe being then irrecoverably gone forth, viz. 

'' And with thee join Diftin£Uon keen» ^ 

•* Whofe objefts flill are not unfcen C 

** Through error's clouded mills between." J 

^ And 
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Yet ftill the definition clear 

You give not to the lift'ning ear: 

Then be it fo; — to future thought 

Be the required criterion brought; 

And come we to the Bard's diiplay 

Of Virtue, through the much->fam'd lay! 

And true it is, the moral page. 

Delivered down from fage to fage. 

And genVal praftice, gen'ral law. 

That focial men to union draw^ 
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Andfomuth for this paffage, which I will not deny the feeling even no inconfiderable 
fatisEcifiion at having fo unexpectedly happened to fet right; nor am I quite without die 
hope of giving thereby fome fort of appendix and illuftration, may I even hope not quite 
ulelefs addition, to a good deal of the contents about criticifm we have juft left behind us. 



As to the next palTage, it is of much lefs confequence; it is however this, (a» 
lii&dnis) 

^ Ah no! the ne^ence, cr lie, 
** Them/chfcs their antidote /upply*^ 

Whereas itftouM have been, 

** Ah no! the negligence ^rlie, 
•• Win each its antidote fupply/* 

And here then at length ends my note, to wtucb my reader muft e'ea give what tide 
he fees proper. 

In 
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In gcnVal concord join to (hew 

What's virtue and what's vice below : 

Yet ftill the Bard your genral things^ 

(Enough 'tis feen) all-curious, brings 

To that tribunal, bounteous Heav'n, 

To her own creature man, has giv'n, co 

Examination juft and true. 

Of all, yes all — his thoughts purfues* 

And has as yet the vain eflay. 

All through the philofophic lay. 

In nothing fhewn foul error hurl'd 

In heaven's wrath — een through the world! 



♦ Descartes prefaces his philofophy with this axiom, viz. That it behoves every man 
to take abfolutely nothing whatever on truft, but examine for himfelf, and from.himfelt 
every propofition that is offered to his underflanding ere he adopts it; and in confeqoencc 
of this he gravely and logically fets about the examination of his a6lual exiftence : and this 
(crcdUe pojlerij he follows up by the well-known taurbiUcns^ and if I miflake not, other 
not lefs extraordinary abfurdities. This example then, perhaps, makes rather againft than 
for the recommendation ? No, I will not pay my reader fo bad a compliment as not to give 
him credit for fome attention to the theory itfelf, as well as for his rejeftion of its flrange 
exaggeration as theory, and ftill ftranger felf-contradiflion as pra6iice : The faft is not uni- 
verfally known, and rather curious, which has the more tempted me to infert it* 

Philosophy! 
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Philosophy! refume thy tone. 
Thou modeft Nymph, who all alone, 
Regardlefs of the fneering throng, 
Soaring with equal flight along, 
Look'ft down with pity or difdain 
On man, precipitate or vain ; 
Teach me, as Wifdom has thee taught, 
DiftinSlions law, in word or thought; 
Firft, to view right, through wifdom's ken, 
What Virtue really is; and then. 
Mow far the axiom's true, to know— 
" Virtue is bappinefs below'' 
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You, Theorifts! content with rules 
Preach'd from the pulpit or the fchools. 
Attend primeval Nature's law,— 
Your rules from Nature's di6tates draw. 
Let her a better teft fupply. 
And praif ice join to theory!-^ 



70 



Minerva, Goddefs lov'd! oh, deign 
My lab'rynth's mazes to make plain ^ 

L 



Yes, 
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Yes, guide thy vot'ry, i( he lofe 

The road of Truth, he ftill purfues; 

Yes, tell him, (if his mortal ear 

Is competent thy truths to hear) 80 

Is then Morality divine. 

Great Deity ! not conftant thine j— 

And is not thy defir'd plan. 

Perfection for thy creature man; 

From thy own central truth, the rays 

Diverging off a thoulknd ways? 

Imagination's powers, alive 
To my mind's eyCy the Goddefs give: — 
E'en now, methinks, from yonder cloud, 
I hear her true, though not aloud: — 90 

* Know, man ((he fays) was not dcfign'd 

* For perfeSinefi of human mind ; — 

* Know more ; he would not, if he were, 

* As now command thy love and care: 

* E'en follies in their place were made, 

* Not the difgrace of life, but (hade; 



His 
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His very errors ferve to rdfe. 

From their own bqfis^ real praife; 

E'en as your notes difcordant give 

A fweeter harmony to live: 

Thrice happy Error^ that fuppfies 

Concession with the means to rife 

From earth's foundation to the ikies ! 

Thrice happy Error, that can give 

The pow'r celeftial, fo fbi^ve;*— ' 

And prove, what elfe were nevdr known^ 

You judge, like other's faults^ your owr!* 
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'Twas thus the Goddefs fbem'd to fays 
'Twas mine, the diftates to obey. 
And Thou, Reflection! in my aid. 
Oh! ftill my paffive foul invader 
Thou the bleft charafters reveal^ 
She take th' impreflion of thy feal.— 



ir# 



Man may as harpficord be ifaewn^ 
Which never can be quite in tune: 



L2 



(WeU 
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(Well were no worfe, the human lot!) 
It ftill mujl want one Jingle note.* 

Analogy ! neglefled things 
To Nature's truths our thoughts (hall bring, 
Which i?^^«A7r//y ftill fhews 120 

A wretched thing where genius flows: — 

Lov'd Beauty! (Hogarth, true thy line) 
From ftraight's infipid muft decline ^ 
And mark, how Tafte — infpired Brown, 
Nature his guide, has true lain down 
(The rule we grieve is not your own) 
That in the fpacious park or ground. 
Tour regular muft not be found : 
The level flats no more delight j — 
See hill and vale enchant the fight; 130 

♦ As few readers are ir.uficians, and few, when not h, know as this WTiter, though 
himfelf none, happens to do, that tlie fingular conflruflion of the haq^fichord prevents its 
being tuned but with the deficiency of one note, which muft be either fcattered equally 
through the whole, fo as then to be fcarccly perceptible; or elfe, by leaving that fingle 
note horridly difcordant : as this, I fay, feems little known, and is indeed curious, as well 
as explanatory to the poetr}*, this note has been thought requifite to the explanation of 
the particular faft. NfiV 
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Nay, precipices, breaks, and rock. 
No longer now the eye-fight (hock; 
If oi fubltmey great Burke will fay. 
Your foul can catch the fplendid ray! 
Your furface fmooth, and flat and fair. 
Analogy may, pe rhaps, declare. 
With all your dignity or pelf. 
The emblem of your virtuous felf !* 



You party- men, Efprits de Corps ^ 
And with you join lov'd friendfhip's lore; 140 

No, noble Bahd ; no. Phalanx true. 
Prompt to repel or to purfue. 
Each foe to or your caufe or you. 
You who th' infidious hint difdain 
Of vile Defertion's private gain. 
Ye firm, ye faithful, fleady Band, 
At Honour's fort who take your ftand; 
You who proud Honour's ftandard bear, 
Its colours flying to the air: 

♦Does no one Vnavf oi fuch virtuous men? I have one or two ftrong in my eye: 
virtue of apathy, or at leaft unfeeing it in others; through defefts tliat are poffibly only 
ebullitions of better virtues than themfelves poflefs, or perhaps are capable of perceiving. 

No, 
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No, fure; like Joseph in the ptoy, ijo* 

Ne'er fliall the narrow Bard difpfay, 

To you* his theoretic rules, 

Th' unpraSlud ieffons of thefeftoabi 

That fend forth dull MoraBty, 

From throats of rank Venality, 

Soon as the weighing fcales appear. 

And bring the touchftone, Truth, too* near. 

Things not quite right in ev'ry part. 

Compatible with noble heart. 



* Though not particularly fo known to this writer, he has not the lead doubt, and 
common fenfc tells it him, that, without naming' any, the leading mon ofi the piefent 
oppofition might, any of them, command places of the firft confequence and honour is 
miniilry, if they would take them ; which fo far, much to their honour, (and ftill more 
perhaps, that certain reafons might render them particularly defirable) it is well known 
they do not accept. 

Another inftance occurs to me here of Uu laudabU partiality of Nature (in her totality of 
aggregate qualities) in refpeft to Religion, where many men of this country have nobly 
adhered to their own, (nay, perhaps, while not preferring it to ours) rather than exchange 
it for that where honour, profit, and numberlefs advantages, might have attended the ex- 
change. This, however, let me add, is hardly now to be confidercd in the fame light as 
fome years back; the times are changed; the world is enlightened; and what might be 
honour at one period, circimiilances may render fuperllition, obftinacy, or even dupery. 

The 
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The Bard believes; — but when found, i6o 

With brother Charles, the glorious ground. 

Where even beggary in vain, 

Exchang'd againft inviting gain. 

Could prompt to vend the portrait true* 

Of him, his heart in honour knew; 

Of him, whom gratitude's lov'd law. 

His well-tuned nature knew to draw, « 

To Gratitude's afFeftions dear. 

In memory ftill ever near. 

Where'er the Donor's diflant land 170 

Confirm'd lov'd Gratitude's command; ^ 

Oh, yes ! when this my heart affails. 

Where 's he (hall tell me that Charles fails? 



• Soon after the famous School/or Scandal came out, a gentleman of miy acquaintance, 
who had lately been at it, faid to me, • I cannot underftand why fuch a'fufs is made about 
Charles's not felling his Uncle's pifture.' If " the ftudy of mankind is' man," this trait^ 
as belonging to him, feems a real curiofity. One hardly need afk the ideas and the feelings 
of this critic, on the fubjeft of gratitude, and of benefaftion; yet he is a writer, and one 
of no inferior rank in his line; it is to be hoped that his praftice was better than his 
theory. Does not this corroborate then my diftinftion between the writing from yourfeH, 
and judging of that of other people, fpoken to in the long note on criticifm? 

c M (E'en. 
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(E'erfnow, the proof to better fhow. 

The tear delicious longs to flow, 

The tear that gen'rous feelings know!) 

No 5 or if on him frailties fall, 

Look well on THIS, and you'll forget them all.* 

Yet ftill, Minerva! Goddefs, fay, 

Why the example— 3/r^/w a Play? 180 

Thus then, through Nature's ample round. 
Her fcatter'd lights and (hades abound; 
And e'en defe£l\ (hall give to know 
A ftiil morQ beauteous genralfowi 

**• If to her (hare fome female fnulties fall, 
•• Look at her face, and you'll forget them all.*' 

f I would aik any one of the leaft elevation of nature, whether he does not love Henrv 

IV. of France, ftill the more, from his very frailties and irregularities, greatly as his great 

qualities infpire it? In that hero there is a trait of condefcenfion, in confequence ^ an 

error, that is worthy of example, indeed, in thofe who are not heroes; and very iUufira- 

tive of the above palTage. Previous to one of his baules he recollefbd the faying a harfli 

thing againft the honour of one of his German generals, (I forget whom) and he went to 

him before the engagement commenced, and in the prefence of many of the officers, 

defired him to accept of his apology for having done it. ** Sire," faid the General, '* this 

•* is the happieft moment of my life, and it will be the lofs of it."* In faS, he expofed 

himfelf 
* I think in Mezray. 



> 
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Nay fay, could each poetic line 

From real Infpiration iliine. 

Luxuriant Fancy conftant died 

ParnafTian flowers o'er your head ; 4 

Unwearied in poetic rage, 

Apollo glow through ev'ry page; 190 

Nay, though like Hypocrene, the line 

Flow'd fmooth, tranflucent and divine*, ^ 

Tell me, would Contraji's happier aim. 

With fweet variety, not claim 

The privilege by nature giv'n 

Of change, to all things under hcav'n? 

Yes, ceafe, oh ceafe, great Tafte would cry 

Thefe endlefs beauties to fupply! — 

E'en to defe^^ then, ftiall my lays 
Grant its due rights, and rightful prai&. 200 

himfelf fo defperately for the King in the engagement, that he loft his life on the field qi 
battle. To defcend from this to an inferior fubje£l : Who does not love Tom Jones 
preferably to Sir Ckarks GranJifonf Many a ipan even who tells you he does not, will 
unknowingly contradi£l himfelf by the involuntary f^e of approbation while he tells 
it you. 

Ma 'Attend, 



[ 82 ] 

^ Attend, (the Goddefs feems to fay;) 
* Nor let thy fancy run aftray ; 
' There is a points — oh ! could thy cloud 
Spread open 40 my eye, unfhroud 
Thy heav'niy prefence, whence to learn. 
From thy great felf, my thoughts to turn 
To wifdom's knowledge, and to view 
That wond'rous point, exaft and true. 
The point that does to truth belong. 
The point precife 'twixt right and wrong ! — 210 

** See how \\\z final touch (hall give. 
The canvafs dead, to breathe and live! 
See how Scarlatti's magic ftrain 
Shall bring you to the edge of pain! 
Beyond it, een a bair^ would give 
Sad grating diffonance to live 
Within that breaft, to which are giv'n 
Sounds that waft the foul to heav'n !* 



* There is a fomething fo peculiar and original in the harpfichord leflbns of Scarlatti^ 
that this writer has often wondered they were not more noticed ; but, perhaps, he gives 
ihe caufe in the excellency; I mean that, like other works of genius, it muft have genius 

for 
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Nay, mark how poifon's baneful weed 

Knows in deftruflion to fucceed; 220 

And, yes, (though poifon) knows the art, 

Dear health and gladnefs to impart. 

When the perfective point you know 

In juft proportion to beftow; 

Mark too the chifel's bair-breadth ftroke. 

That forms, as if it thought and fpoke. 

The marble block. — Oh! foft, beware; 

And be \ht point of truth your care! 

for its judges, which are ever rare. But Scarlatti feems to have been in mufical ideas 
what Nezvtcn was in thofe of aftronomy, &c. ; abfolutely unlike every thing elfe— original 
and new; and I own, that I have been fometimes led.to jhink the man muft have had in 
him an elevation of foul and fentiment that could conceive fuch combinations of thoughts 
with found; for after all, thofe thoughts muft come from the mind, and the rich extent of 
his was truly wonderful ; for though all the leflbns had the fame charaScr, yet is there 
no fimilarity of pajfagc through the amazing number of them. I well know, that mufi- 
cians, capable of exprefling all forts of fenfations of the mmd by mufical^^^i, have often 
been even deficient in ideas of things, though the analogy fliould feem to hold in the two 
effufions of the mind. In hearers, at leaft of good mufical ears, the mind and charafter 
(I do not mean of reafoning, h\xi feeling) regulate very much the tafle in mufic, from the 
raoft refined and elegant, or pathetic, up perhaps to martial mufic ; and, as in poetry, and 
every thing elfe, few circles are ample enough to take in all files. When a mufical 
perfon tells me he does not like Scarlatti, which I have met from fome called judges, it is 
as faying he did not like Don Quixote, (which I believe I have met with too) I judge not of 
cither from the man, but of him from them. ^r 

Your 
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Your Rubicon is there; and fee. 

Once pafs'd, confufion, mifery, ^230 

Diigrace, attend thy work and thee!* 

And thus in friendfliip and in life. 
With right and wrong fo oft at ftrife. 
Who will not own, the licence giv'n^ 
When onQtfurpafid^ — no gift ofbeav'n?* 

And you, who Truth's fair liv'ry wear, 
Lov'd Nature's children! you declare, 
Nos— * party-men, Efprits de Corps^r^ 
• And with you join lov'd friendfliip's lore;' 
Your fra^ice^ when combin'd with powr^ 240 

What is it, tellsrzrlet Wifdom hear: 
She whom all Nature's fons revere!— 
Oh, no!— Thou Morpheus^ poppy-crown'd. 
Tread foftly thy own myftic ground; 
Thy kindred-god too with thee bring, 
Who covers with his dufky wing. 
Evils to man, fo not unknown. 
Evils of others or our own^ 

» Sec Canto 1. 1. 251. Oblivion : 
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Oblivion: — yes, conjointly go, 

And give the praSiice — not to know !* 



250 



♦ As I have ftumbled on party, as alfo fet up for a preacher, (what! in thefe great and 
grave matters ; — yet, pray gentlemen, cannot common fenfe " caft up a fura in pounds as 
well as inJhUlingsf") let me /^" RiiknUm dkert verum — Quid vetat?"J once be allowed to 
declare my idea, that all miniftries are on an average equal in this country; are almoft 
always right, (as how the devil fhould they not) and have been fo in my prolonged time : I 
{ay on an average, as that all oppofitions are alfo the fame there or thereabouts; and as I am 
now, I think, got full as eccentric with my reader as I promifed to be, (and feel com- 
fortably upon it even as when formerly rambling free as air) I will beg leave (and take it) 
to give the entire general creed of my party ideas, in an odd conveyance iiideed, — and if 
it makes any one laugh (as it has a little done one reader, enlarged enough fo to do, while 
he was no inconfiderable obje£l of the fubje£l) no finall point is gained in the midft of the 
philofophic niceties put forth : — it is this, viz. 

A POLITICAL 



COURTIER.* 

«• THAT the patriot blue 

" Should have buff join'd unto, 

" To me feems exceedingly odd ; 
" Lefs ftrange to my mind, 
" If to blue^ black were join'd, 
" Since youVe d-m-bly buUen — by G-d.'* 

PATRIOT. 

• To you it feems ftrange, 

• Tliat our colour we change, 

• And appear for ever in buff\ 

• Yet now we're not i», 

• We're reduc'd to our Jkin^ 

* And i'n't that, pray, reafon enough?' 

COURTIER. 

** So far it is true, fir, 
*' That yourfelves look but blut^ fir, 
" And this folks do very much note; 



DIALOGUE. 
" A blut drefs then be had, 
*• But your lining 's fo bad, 
" I fliould grieve much to be mymtr cM'* 

PATRIOT. 

" Yet our colour of blue 

•* Is, you know, call'd the true; 

" Its regiment^ too ihak^ a noH^' fir;** 

COURtlEk. 

' Veiy true, faith, but then, 
* What works you again, 

* Is your blue coats^ tlie charity boys, fir.* 
(Amho qfidej 
•* In this we're agreed, 
" That he who 's in need, 

" Will feck for both poweV and pelf; 
^ And the Outs fee no fin, 
" If they can, to get In, 

« Old Ert^and 'U take care of Itfelf." 



And many a true word fpokca in jeft, adds Mr. Poet, or the Lord have mercy on poor oldEngland ! 

• the Blues. 
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Return we now to Virtue's caufe. 
As ftated by the poet's laws; — 
With wrong from chance, then, ordefign. 
Will Virtue's comforts o'er you Ihine? 
And will the mere fuccefsful knave. 
Attended by each flatt'ring flave. 
With parts, perhaps, or honours ftor'd. 
Or in his bed, or from his board, 
Lefs happy fleep, or fally forth. 

Than you with your neglected worth ? 260 

I grant the confcious heart's refource 
From manly pride, and mental force ; 
Yet ftill too ftrong the poet's flow, 
" Virtue s Jure happinefs below :'!^ 

•Pope's line Is, . 

" Virtue alone is happinefs below/' 
Yet he elfewhere tells us, (and moft tnily) 

" The leam'd Ts happy nature to explore ; 

•* The fool is happy that he knows no more ; 

" The rich is happy in the plenty giv*n ; 

" The poor contents him (himft/ffhould it not be?) with the care of heav*n." 

Nay, the want of morality, here, implies not urihappinefs, any more than the want of 
the neceflities of life: 

" See the blind beggar dance, the cripple fing, 
" The/oi a hero^ lunatic a king." 

Surely Mr. Pope miftook bis/ortc when he fet up for a philofophcr. 
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And is, d*y* think, the (habby foul 

Wounded by confcience' ftrong controul; 

Confcience! oh, charming check — to preach: 

Does Confcience hear you, while you teach?* 

No; joy attends his fhabby ways. 

Content attends his (habby days; 270 

In un-romantic verfe or profe. 

Tins is the world, e'en as it goes; 

And many a comfort there may go,*!* 

'Mong even thefe; — but all a'n't fo; 

And then may pafs full many a year. 

And not a touchftone once appear. 

Oh! you, who down the ftream of life 
Efcape the elemental ftrife 
Of waves that rage, of winds that howl, 
And ev*ry rock and ev'ry (hoal; 280 

Or rather you (fince fcarce can be 
Your IkifF from every danger free, 

* Nothing better was ever faid, as to the affair of confcience, than the fermon on it 
read by Corporal Trim in Triftram Shandy. 

+ I remember a very Oirewd and agreeable Scotchman, a friend of mine, ufed to fay, 
in his Scotch dialeft: — " It is the fawQiion to feay thot thes is a veary bawd wurld to leeve 
* in; Ey think it a veary gude un, with gude heelth awnd munny in your powkct; you 
" mowft ownly confeedar mon aws a durty aunimal, awnd awkt accowrdingly." 

N Howe'er 
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Howe'er your prudence diftance keep 

From the great perils of the deep;) 

Who, void of feeling, fenfe, or foul, 

Content through nature's regions rolls 

(Content to vegetate bekwy 

Howe'er we're told, and ftrange to know. 

That fuch, when fafe arrived above^ 

Much bejl will fuit feraphic love) 290 

Of all her objefts, know no more 

Than in your voyage to the (hore. 

May more endear perhaps the way. 

And comfort give the failing day: — 

Yes you, contented with your lot, 

Unfearching of the why or what; 

Enough to fee the farce, the means. 

Not looking for behind the fcenes:— 

To you the Bard does not apply. 

Inhabitants of other fky; — 300 

Yet would he you in naught offend. 

Or from their natural bias bend 

Your minds, fo fteady in their courfe. 

Content fupplying native force! 



Thou 
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Thou bleft Hiftorian!* o*er whofe mind 
Philofophy herfclf, conjoin'd 
With elegance, the mutual ray 
Has (hot, and fpread to op'ning day !— 
Bleft Union! and well-temper'd light. 
Nor dull from clouds, from glare too bright; 
Serene emit, in glad controul. 
Thy influence o'er my meeting foul! — 



310 



* It Is immediately Teen what hiftorian it is I allude to. I wl(h the poetical euloglum 
were better adapted to the objeft of it; and where did we ever meet before with the 
union I have fo truly aflerted, of hiftoric labour, mental elegance, juft judgment, and 
deep difcrimination ? — Separately thefe things are not unoften feen, but conjointly, furely 
feldom. Yet as nothing is perfefl, and to prove my own meaning and fcrutiny to be, in- 
tentionally at leaft, as exa£l as pofTible, I will in plain profe add, that I think him, at 
times, too flowery for the dignity, nay, perhaps perfpicuity, of Hiftor)% whofc charaftcriftic 
ftile Oiould, perft^ be different. This, through many a page, one certainly docs not fee 
or feel, fo captivating is the intermixture of ftile and fentiment, while, to be fure, at others 
the fenfe might be more ftrikingly obvious. If, then, in the language of poetry and of 
fi6lion, I a little compliment my hero, (before becoming his valet de chambre) it muft be 
forgiven, fo manifeftly the plura nitent^ and, upon my word, in the philofophical and 
reafoning part, the enlargement, difcrimination, and freedom, from every apparent bias, is 
to me moft exemplar)', and what I could proudly and happily adopt for my model, if capable 
of purfuing it. There is a further little objeftion I have alfo to offer, which I ihould 
little have fufpe£led. It is the giving long quotations in Greek, without tranflation; and 
yet Mr. G. is furely not a pedant; nay, he has what tlic French call LEfprit galant\ 
and does he then think no Ladies read him ? Nay, no poor illiterate gcntUmen like myfelfi 

N 2 Yes, 
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Yes, Thou ! what fure ne*cr hap'd before. 
At whom, nor (pite; Efprit de Corpse 
Prefumption, Envy, Party, all 
Still amical to merit's fall, 
Have fcarce dar'd fhoot th' innocuous rccdj 
Nay, fcarce deny'd the gen'ral tneed! 
And fhall, though neither " guide nor friend,"' 
Yes, — " (hall my little bark attend, 320 

" Whilft, down the ftream of time," thy fail 
Spreads ample to the profp'rous gale!-— 
Thy truths are mine: adopted? no; 
Immix'd, and free, theyr^»/7«^»/ flojv, 
(For pride, fo happy to attend. 
Is ftill " no follower, hut friend i*) 
And grant, if e'er mine ftream anew. 
And e'er fpontaneoufly purfue 
Some other branching bed, that thine 
May not difdain to mix with mine! 330 

Accept, fuperior mind, the mite, 
The off'ring, at thy fhrine of light! 

I know 
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I know not, nay, and who can tell^ 
In other breafts what things may dwell; 
But this I know, within my own, * 
Truth has ipental charms alone; 
Or rather falfehoods I can find. 
Shall ne'er gain empire o'er my mind. 
What is the dignity of man? 
Sure to fubdue them where he can : 
And ftill " it is ('midft ev'ry woe) 
" A god-like attribute to KNOWr 
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Oh! tell me, you, yourfelves to cheat. 
Who, or disjoin, or gladly meet; 
What is the gain or joy you find. 
Thus beaming o'er your cheated mind I 
Cheating yourfehes^ I fay, not me; 
For that I comprehend and fee: 
^rutb to the foul^ to me appears^ 
What toncord's found is to the ears-, 
Falfebood! — No, not of thy dear fcope, 
Kindly-^ec^eitffdy welHov'd hope; 
How difF'rent frcnn the bigot-rage,, 
Erft the difgrace of manhood's page. 



35^ 



I 9t J 

The ground you walk'd on red'ning o'er 
With filial or paternal gflipe; 
Till^ ftrange to tell! all fen£b befide. 
Nature herfelf turned fuicide! 

Sad retrofpe6l! you blufti to find 
Such a6ts congenial to your kind j* 360 

But in this age, (you fay) no more, ♦ 

This age of philofophic lore. 
Such horrors, or in faft or creed, 
Difgraceful all to man! fucceed. 
But why ftop fhort? why not quite through, 
Where'er the goddefs points, purfue? — 
Our teacher fays — " what is, is right, 
*' In pride and erring reafon's fpight^*' 
Will he not grant this axiom too, 

'* Nothing is right that is not trueV' , ^70 

And " whatever /V," (the heav'nly fong 
Still fmg) " cannot be ever wrongs* 

* Be it remarked, we are admonifhed, that the *' fludy of mankind is man,'* and are 
endeavouring to follow the prefcription. 

^'The 
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** Tbejludy of mankind is manT 
Agreed: e*en fearch then all you can!— 
And Bard, how true thy axiom giv'n, - f 
(Not truer could have dropt from heav'n) 
** We reafon muft from what we know:—* 
Deduflion true then. Bard beftow, 
Some Archimedes (of the mind J 
All realized the tafk fhall find:— 
A world new plac'd, ideas new, 
And — (who knows, then) — all juft and true!- 



380 



Still, ere we^ " from what we know^'' 
What doubts muft thought and reasn beftow!- 

Of country^ (o of thought^ 'tis known, 
Whatc'er it be, each loves his own : 
To dweller of dread Lapland's coaft. 
Region of darknefs and of froft, 
A dwelling in Idalia's grove 
In vain would tempt his country's love. 

To you then, whofe habitual fod 
You love to tread, your fathers trod> 



J9C> 



And 
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And love thofe thoughts your fathers* told i 
Love them the more from being old ; 
. No, not from me diflent (hall come. 
And joys attend the fiat he home! ■■■■ ■ 

Me, GALiL-ffio, manhood's pride. 
With manhood's fliame fet by his fide; 
( Alas ! the Jhame^ through manhood's pow*r^ 
The noble pride triumphant o'er) 400 

And me Columbus, fpirit keen. 
By whom 'mong men (ftrange!) Jirjl^ was feen. 
That other worlds belong'd to man. 
Though all without his circle's plan ^ 
(And his reward, corporeal chains 
For mental and corporeal pains) 
And me too Newton, Locke, and Bayle 
Conjointly charm; — great fpirits hail;f 

* Some readers here read your mothers^ and fome your grandmotlurs, 

i Methinks it feems obvious enough, without a great ilretch of the under/landing, that 
probably there was land, and a great deal too, in the immenfc cxpanfe of waters, which 
clement we had feen to produce land in fuch numberlefs parts of the world elfewheri^. 

J If I remember right, Baylt was obliged to retraft, or explain ofT fomething or other, 
though I do not recolIe£l what; and I do remember his apologizing to that wild-headed 

creature 
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*^ Here then we reft," Bard, even hercj 

With thy own data fair and clear:— 410 

O (May 

creature Chrijline of Sweden^ for having attributed fome aft of her's in favour of the 
Proteftants, whofe religion, it is well known, (he had, amongft her abfurdities, rclin- 
quiflied for the Roman Cattiolic, to un rtfie dt ProUftantifme ; while the affignment of the 
lurking motive (unknown probably to herfelf} was that of the true RefleCler he was, and 
exaftly, no doubt, what La RouckefoucauU would have given, had he been in the fituatlon 
for it. In fliort, that fpirit of fuperiority among our fpecie was, as it always is, forced 
to yield to that of inferiority, combined with power; and, from the very reafon of being 
gifted with a nature the neareft approaching to the heavenly nature of truth, was fuppofcd 
the fartheft diflant from it (as of courfe) by the inhabitants of darknefs. What hap- 
pened to Gallileo is well known; nay, oh pudor! and that he had nothing for it to fave 
even the more than exiftence, the freedom, of his being, but the withdrawing all the 
information he had beilowed on his fellow-creatures, and even reAoring to them the falfe- 
hood and abfurdity they liked better, and were in truth better made for. — ^What an ana- 
lyzer of the mind \vas Locke is well known, and now well profited frop by that mind of 
man; yet what a flame and literary conteft he raifed againft himfelf, by truths concerning 
iii^ poJJibU pozvcrs oi created matter^ is well known, as is his triumphant conclufion of the 
argument; but what I would particularly remark, and it will be feen why I remark it, 
though it cannot new be guefled how far from indifference attends the bare mention of 
die faft in the moment of my writing it; I mean Locke's reafoning and demonlhration of 
the mechanical and neceffary operation of the human mind or will, independent of our 
own condufting choice; this Locke afferts and proves, and numberlefs thinking men now 
affert, and believe and know the fame. How far the confequences even with them 
follow, I enter not on here. Soon, perhaps too foon, (for he probably will be neither 
Locke^ Newton^ nor Bayle) my reader will fee enough of it. As to Ntwtott, what a 
deplorable circumftance (in the JIuJy of man that is recommended to us) is that of even 

his 
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(May your example, men of tmth> 

Irradiate flill our age and youth!) 

" We REASON mujlfrom 'what nee KNOW; 

" From DOUBT muft all our KNOWLEDGE grow: 

«* Andjim* in pri^ and folly s J^te, 

" Whatever is TRUE is ever RIGHT:' 

Lov'd Butler, and lov*d Prior, where 
Shall genius with your own compare. 
In walks ftill diflFerent,* while new^ 
That Nature gave you to purfue? 420 

his danonflraticn of attrafiion through the univerfe, as the afhiating power of all Its 
wonders, giving way, 'till even thefe few years, (through fo enlightened a country asFrance^ 
and, I believe, all over the Continent) to a fyfiem of abfordity, nay, impoJJibiUty in the 
Cartefian philofophy! — ^All this is melancholy fa£^ and fmall encouragement methinks 
to the innovations of truth ; and yet all theje truths have prevailed in the end, to the eleva- 
tion of the nature of man« May he ftill rife as high as be can, or his nature can admit of! 

* John/on fays, ** Alma is copied from HudibrasJ* Judgement is free, and to mine thit 
appears not at all; he fays too, I think, " it has not its wit;" and this feems true, but nei- 
ther has the oiheK his grace. Pricr^ to me, is original, and the fame flile of grace appears 
continually in his other works of gaiety, and if I may fo lay, of gentleman-like and ori* 
ginal, nay,, often, as I hope to fliew, ,mily philofophical poetry. Hudibras is charming^ 
but the line of diftin£tion is ^parent, I think, between them. As to John/on^ his literary 
charafler was totally different from both, great, but not extenfive at all; not I mean 

verlatile, Gtiil may {0 fay, worldly.. 

And 
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And (hall the narrow'd circle know 
Tafte and attention to beftow 
But on fome fingle walks alone. 
Where fuch variety is known ? 
No; — ^give the foul of tafte to change, 
From walk to walk, in happy range; 
Contrafted charms ftill at the call. 
And comprehenfive feel them ell. 



Yet thoughts quite light, mix'd 0iould not be 
With philofophic dignity; 
And lov'd Confiftency withdraw). 
From Incongruity, applaufe. 



43<> 



*Tis true; and yet Temptation ftrong 
Draws, he muft own, the Bard along. 
To give a thought of comic hue. 
Since in analogy moft true* 



Oh Sheridan ! of powers divine, 

Wou'd fome fmall (hare of them were mine! 

With thee the gay, commixt with grace. 

Amid the grave ftill finds its place; 

O2 



440 
And 
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And from tranfition fweet can give 
A whole more perfeft yet to livel 

Enough: Will Holmes* with me*s the man 
To give the philofophic plan; 
And let his dogs (forgive!) teach you 
Your courfe quite fteady to purfue; — 
" Make your head good;" of that be fure;— 
Without it, nothing is fecure. 
Without it, vain will be your try^^ 

Your game is loft, your fport gone by. 450 

And fee! your check' %% recover'd quite; 
The chace goes on, and all is right. 
And mark thofe favorite dogs that lead; 
Mark all the reft, how true they fpread. 
And your own hearts, all beating high. 
Congenial to th* enchanting cry ! 

* A very famous huniTman to a refpe£lable Nobleman's fox-hunt; whofe great prin- 
ciple I know was, " Be fure, Jack, make your head good." 

+ The term when the hounds have miffed the fcent, and are cndeavoiuing to recover iu 
X The fox-hunting term for being at fault in bare -hunting. 

•• Sure 
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*' Sure this, if blifs on earth there be, 
*' Is blifs !" — eagh hunter will agree.* 

But, what 's the moral we're to draw 
From hunting-axiom, giv'n as law?— 460 

* And fuch blifs is the break from cover, and its confequences, (nay, its anticedencies) 
that many a learned writer, whether in a garret, or elfewhere, would exchange his wife 
attacks on it for envy,t If he could poflibly know it. Let this writer obferve here, that if 
he ihould have happened not to have erred in entering a little into the minutiae of the fcience, 
though himfelf never a very conflant fox-hunter^ he runs a rifque of mifling its attendant 
praife or honour ; fince the completed fportfmen are not always the completed men of 
reading. Yet one particularly, he dares not name here, he knows, who joins to the 
thorough knowledge of the fport, a difcemment and noblenefs of thinking he hardly is 
acquainted with elfewhere; pofGbly fome day this note may happen to fall in his way^ 
fo as for him to pafs judgment on it ; and if it does, he will probably be the lafl to 
appropriate it. I remember PiifchcJ, for one, laments the idle folly of man in fatiguing 
his body and mind in purfuit of a hare, which he might buy in the market for half a 
crown. And the Spe3ator^ I alfo recolle£l, quotes this with, I forget what, remarks; 
though fo far I remember, that they were by no means in lamentation of man's folly, and 
ftill more, proud inconfideratencfs, in meafuring other men's, perhaps very natural and 
manly feelings, by his own imperfeQ, perhaps unmanly ones. 



tit may be thought a quer)- oi jocularity, yet is liferious, — Docs tliis junflion of 
man as one in the whole body of perhaps thirty couple of fox-hounds,, and in equally 
inJlinSOvc glee with them, fnggefl no idea of his being alfo a craiture of prey on the 
occaGon ? 

■'Tis 
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Tis this, (and nothing is fo fure. 
Your errors, if you wifh to cure) 
" Make your head good" in ev'ry thought! 
Or all your reas'ning will be nought. 

Oh, what a crufh, deftruction, round, 
AW far and near, behold, is found!— 
Oh! fee each library in flame. 
Nor age, nor fex, nor love, nor fame. 
Can 'fcape the conflagration wide. 

That bums and fpreads on ev'ry fide:* 470 

And all from want of huntfman's law, 
** Make your head good before you draw/'-f- 
Enough; nor too long in difgrace, 
Ourfelves let us our ownfelves place; 
Yet let us too, far as we can. 
In viewing true this date of man. 
See the analogy that 's found, 
'Twixt him and the wide-fpreading hound; 
He runs^// rry,J but nought /^r^/W 
Of fcent, in others^ that he b'lieves-, 480 

* See the article Library in Maxims. + Fox-hunting tenn ivfaen making the try. 

i Fox-hunting tenm ^bey 
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^I%ey the {cent true erijoy J and take 
That fcent (they know) without miftakej 
But hounds th^tfpready e'en in the hmfiX 
Follow the burning fcentX on trufti 
And what does man? or Paffion's child. 
Or by falfe reafoning beguird; 
Without the fcent be fpreads, and runs along. 
And trufts each wretched babler% of the throng* 

When Pope, in the fantaftic dream. 
Sailing adown the lucid ftream, 49a 

The Nautilus brings to our view. 
As giving man the failing clue;* 

X Fox-hunting terms. 

§ A babler is a hound continually opening on a falfe fcent, or perhaps none at all, while 
known and as totally difregarded by the «eft of the pack, m they afiuredly girvt credit to^ 
and adopt, the cry of the true hound. 

* " Thus then to man the voice of nature fpake ;— 
" Go, from the creatures thy inftruSions take; 
" Thy arts of building from the bee receive, 
** Learn of ibe mole to plough, the worm lo weave; 
" Learn of the little Nautilus to fail,* 
" Spread the thin oar, and catch the driving gale." PoPE. 

* Pope has a curious note about the Nautilus, but I don't find it in my edition* 
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Better ^t had been to recommend 
I'rue principles for ev'ry endj^f- 
Perhaps in this cafe to have found 
Inftruftion, e'en for man, from hound 

Till then, what is it that we fee 

Refult from this philofophy? 

It all refolves, no, in no more 

Than what we all have faid before : ^oo 

That paffions, int'reft, charafter. 

Of human a6lions, are the fpur; 

That chance or fate {which, who can fay?) 

Their movers are, that give them play; 

And happy, or unhappy 's he. 

As they agree or difagree. 

This, Prior, Locke, la Rouchefoucault, 

Have told you very long ago; 

t Docs any one think, that through the iflands of the late navigators, any of the 
inhabitants lately, or ever, learnt to fail from the nautilus, or indeed to build from the 
bees, &c. It is amazing to me, firft, that any man, as fearcher into nature, could adopt 
fuch fluff; and next, and perhaps flill more, how (not Warburton, for he would adopt 
what you pleafe) any readers could even fuffer it. Yet it is remarkable, that John/on^ 
with all his general fagacity, fhould have inferted this as one of the common-place, while 
true^ obfervations of the effay, and which he fays you may learn from your nurfe, to whom 
indeed any di them can fcarce belong, whether true or folfc. 

To 
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To us, perhaps, the practice new. 

To join the confequences too, 5 1 o 

May ftill belong; and not poor elves 

Still live — to contradi£l ourfelves,* 

* The great Shakefpcare^ not (no more than millions of others) great up to what I am 
going to urge, (as who is, who ever will be, perhaps ever JhouldF) lias often been accufed 
of inhumanity in that fcene of Hamkt, where the uncle is furprifed in the aft of prayer 
and remorfe for his guilt of murder; on which Hamlet argues, that to kill him then 
would be mercy and reward, not jufticc and retaliation. The uncle had been much 
dillurbed in his confcience from the play, and we may naturally fuppofe it ftill went on 
to the prefent remorfe, and contrition, and prayer; fo that, in faft, the chance event of the 
play was the operating cauft for reftoring him to heavenly mercy, as tlie men want of it 
would have deprived him of it. And what fays philofophy here then as to caufe and 
effect? How far tliis principle may, nay, muftgo, need it be added ? — No, furely; yet 
what hiftories, full of falvation depending on children being baptized or not, with an 
etcetera, much too long for this or any other book I 



END OF THE THIRD CANTO. 
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WITH timid wing, the Bard might fay, 
TheMufe attempts th* Empyrean way; 
Invite the Godhead's rays, that beam 
On banks o£ Aganippe's ftream. 
Or afk tliofe wreaths or flow'rs that fpread 
Their honours o'er the poet's head; 
Th' Aonian nymphs in verfc advance, 
While graces led the myftic dance. 



With 
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With all Parnaflus' hackneyed lore, 

So many Bar^, fo oft before, lo 

Ipve brought to deck fair Fancy's line, 

Amd o*ef tV ideal Jong to fhine. 

Oh no! to him, fome pow'r infufe,— 
(He fcarcely dares to name his Mufej 
Nor Thee, Minerva, any more 
Than as an attribute of pow'r^ 
As wifdom true; the gift of heav'n, 
To him, his foul muft wifh were giv'n^) 
No, to that pow'r, iffucb could bear^ 

That wifdom and that truth revere, zo 

He foon would pour the fuppliant lay, 
And foon would burft the opening day! 

Involved in darknefs dread of night. 
Made vifible from tranfient light. 
In the uncertain gloom of things, 
To which her children Nature brings; 
What ('tis already afk'd) can know 
That child of Nature here below? 

Objecls 
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Objefts too diftant, or too near,* 
To vifual fenfe, cannot appear; 
In mental ones, how well 'tis known, 
No one gains credit of his own; 
But evry obje6t, man can find. 
Is his\ likeobjefts of the mind: 
As to himfelf, (weV6faid) fg^ear 
Aright to m^n things can't appear; 
If fuch a being could be found. 
His judge fliould ftand on other ground. 
As to the heavens, how far too high. 
How far indeed for mortal eye! — 
O'er things, we fay, we're y^^r^ we know. 
No influence might deception throw ? 
That man, you knowy is fix feet high: 
When meafur'd, you yourfelf flood by; 
Yet fee his figure in yon glafs. 
Six feet by far you fee it pafs. 
In t'other how much lefs you find. 
The meafure form'd within your mind! 



30 
% 



40 



♦ ShakefpearCy with his accuAomed refleflivenefs, makes CaJJius, in Julius Cafar^ fay, 
" Tell me, good Brutus^ can you fee your face?*' 

Like 
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Like either of thefe mirrors, then, jo 

Had nature ffllR'd your vifual ken,* 

Ygfr fix feet high were all miftake. 

And othf r meafurement you'd take. 

See the fhort-fighted; what, if all 

To be the fame ^ it could befall? 

* I remember long ago to have read in that great naturalift Buffon^ to whofc authority 
even tlie learned muft bend, much more the ignorant like myfelf, (and I fhould be fony in- 
deed not to give him credit in every information of things I cannot judge of myfelf) that, 
among other deceptions of the cye-:fight, there is this, \u.. •• That in faft our eyes fee all 
their objefls both double and reverfcd; but knowing from experience they are neither, we 
get a liabit of feeing them fmgle and upright." And this he infers to be fure from the Camera 
Obfcura, (which the e}'e may be faid to bcj that rcverfes each obje6l, and from that 
ol>je£l being rcprefented in each eye, confequently giving two piflures to the two eyes. 
Nowlhis, nothing can make me believe, nor is it a matter of fcience, but of fa£l; and 
the faft being, that I fee but one objeft, and ereft, that faft I believe, Exbmence might 
lell me it was a miftake^ but never make me fee the thing different from \\'hat it is. A 
ilick in the water I fee crooked, though / know it is ftraight; but in a hundred years 
fliould I ever fee it as Jlraight? Surely not Befides, we often fee objefts double from 
ibme bad glafs, &c. but furely Nature has contrived within us, fomehow, a correftion, 
tliough not known how. Might not (it juft occus to me) Monf. Buffon be afked too, if 
he believes that the animals fee objefts, as he fays, or reafon Hkewife, as we do, on them? 
How is it young children fee them too? All this to me appears fo ftrong, it fliould fecm 
that this was not confented to by others ; yet I at leaft never heard it contradifted, and 
have feen tlie doftrine quoted from Buffon in other writers. — But as to my ownfelf, not 
only the theory' of tliis poem, but of my life, fhall ever be followed up by pra£Uce, and no 
authority whatever make me yield the e^•idcnce of my fenfes and fcnfe to it. 

Some 
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Some fee the colour blueas green; 

What if by all It were fo feen? .^r 

All you can fay then is, * you find 

* Such things accord beft with your mind.' 

If in the fenfes^ this we fee, 5q 

In mental difference what muft be? 

As varying in th' ideal die. 

As the dark earth, and azure fky.* 

In fine, from this, and how much morej 

While Nature's objefts they explore. 

From doubt of what to real call. 

Some call real^ e'en none at all.-f 



To me, howe'er the fceptic fide. 
Is ftill my nature and my pride. 



♦ Pope has in this train of thinking, fome very beautiful lines, (which often broke 
firom him, all unconneded as his ideas manifeftly were, and poor and colloquial, 1 agree 
with JohnfoUy as too many were alfo:) they bi^in by thefe, viz. 
*• Mean while, opinion gilds with varying rays, 
" Thofe painted clouds that beautify our days;" &c. 

t It is well known that the Bifliop of Cloynt wrote a book to fliew that there was no 
exiflence of matter, but only iht idta of it in our own minds, and oiAyfpiriif or fome« 
diing very like that, as far as I have heard or know of his book* 

However 
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Howe'er delufive things may feem, 70 

Nature all through is not a dream. 

Behold yon Being, from afar, 
Ride through the heav'ns; — it is a Star:— 
It is a Comet : fee it ftray, 
Sublime, along its deftin'd way ! — 
See, its proud courfe it takes amain ; 
Behold its glorious golden train ; 
And fee, thro' Heav'n's regions hurl'd,, 
(Yes, fee this, Man !) — a burning world I* — 
And onward ftill, tremendous ! fee, 80 

Through climates ftrange it wanders free, 
(Oh, ftrange indeed! could it difplay 
The objefts met with in its way!) 

♦ Sir Ifaac Newton^ it fecms, computed the comet of 1600, when neareft the fun, to be 
2000 times hotter than red-hot iron, and that it mull retain its heat for 20,000 years. Its 
revolution round the fun, which revolution with us is 12 months, is it feems ^175 years, 
and its diftancc beyond Saturn, in his journey into empty fpace before it turns, a period and 
diflance I do not remember. It is not to the prefent purpofe, yet as it occurs to me I 
will mark my difficulty (to be fure of ignorance) firft, how, with this heat at even' turn fo 
much increafed, it is not, even in wtry few turns, quite burnt up; and fecondly, if (as I 
underftand it does) it comes nearer and nearer the fun at every turn, how it efcapes either 
falling into it, or elfe doing a mifchief to the general heavenly fyflcm before that event. 

Age 
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Age after age protrudes the race. 
Till father Time, and heav'nly Space, 
With wonder view a being vain. 
Seem to invade their vaft domain I— — 

And now contemplate, if you can. 
The powr to fee* this giv'n to man ! 99 

What is this Body that you view? 
^(Can any doubt you fee it true?) 
It is. Imagination! ftay; — 
Nor flied too keen thy piercing ray; 
For, yes, the grand effulgent light 
Too powerful ftrikes the aching fight. 

You who congenial well can feel 
What Nature deigns here to reveal. 
Who Elevation cpnfcious know. 
Who confcious feel its heav'nly glow, ioq 

* I have fometimes had a thought, which you (hall call either whimfical or deep, or 
both or neither; it is this, viz. That furely if the proportion of wonder, pleafure, &c. 
were kept, in our viewing the heavens, tliat we have in viewing other obje£b of 
curiofity and pleafure, of whatever earthly kind, we fliould live in aftoniihment, inftead 
of the indifierence we do live in at the viewing them as w^e do. Suppofe we had not 
a fenfe to flicw the heavens to us, and we were told, '* you fliall be fliewn a vaft number 
of rtal worlds and funs;" what fhould we fay? and why do we in their contemplation 
feel fo little? — ^Even from the fame ordination of inftin£^ that makes us feel fa, much 
from hope, and that caufes us at one and the fame time to fed a thing as true and kmw it 
to \it falfc\ like my French gentleman at the beginning of my poem — Qui craignoit les 
Revenanis el riy croyoit pas, 

Q. TeU 
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Tell it — oh! yes, all free impart 
The thought conneclive in your heart; 
That man, by nature giv n to rife 
E en to communion with the Ikies, 
Has fine within his foul the pow'r 
Above terrejlrial mijls to foar;* 

* I beg the reader's indulgence with a note here, though not ftriftly applicable to the 
f affage I apply it to, or, I fear, quite free from that undignified colloquial or rambling 
manner now fo often experienced by my reader. I am now got into the heart of my 
fubjefl, and have followed Mr. Pcpe a good way in his, as I propofed to myfclf at firft to 
do, meaning flill to purfue it to the end. This I die more willingly do from the con- 
fidcration, (exclufive of its conneftion with my own) that, if I miftake not, Mr. Pope^i 
work has been, and I believe is, a good deal refpefted in a general view, and as a moral 
effay, even by thofe who have perhaps never entered into the old Grecian fyflem of the 
famous chain, fo cordially adopted and enlarged upon by Mr. Pope and his brother philo- 
fopher; nay, and fome years back at leaft by, I own to myfelf, an unaccountabU and 
amazing number of fcholars and fuperior men, as well as fhallow and fuperficial ones. 
Dr. Johnfon has, I imagine, in his life of Pope^ contributed not a little to the additional 
diminution of its admirers ; and I confefs, that the refleftion on that circumilance flung 
a damp and demur on my mind at tlie \^ry commencement of the career of my critical 
oblervations on the Effay, and very particularly in regard to that fo very effential part of 
it, this fame chain. 

WTien I was got about half way in my lift of examples, where Creation feems» nay, 
really does fhew, approximations of natures, and not unoften in regular gradation of them; 
1 faid to myfelf, — ** But has not Johnfon faid all this already? and if I have nothing-ne^v 
to offer, who will fuppofe my remarks about tliem any other than copies from Johnfon^ 
whatever I may be confcious of in my own breaft, in regard to my opinion or feelings, 
very long ago indeed, as to the chain and all the other parts of the fyftem ?" I therefore 
fent to my circulating library for JohnJon\ Life of Pope, to fee how far I might run 
into, or run counter to, his notions in the parts I meant to fpeak of; and I hope I do not 
Jjiiftake in fuppofing that m)' reader, — my reader I mean of real refle£lion and curiofity, — 

may 
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And as great Nenvton prov'd the fource 
From wlience the planets took their courfe, 
So we t fe principles may find, 
That fti!l pervert the human mind; 

0^2 



no 
And 



may not be averfe to the feeing from John/on himfelf (as probably not having, as I had 
not, his work immediately before his eye, or in recollefclion) what it is he does fay in thofe 
particulars, I may have fallen upon equally with him. Let me then, to do this effeftually, 
however it muft add length to a long note, be allowed to give the following quotations 
from Johnfon's life of Pope, and not without (what I find in myfclf almoft an impofTibility 
to avoid) my own obfervations on his as I go through them. He fays, — Firfl ; " When tliefe 
" wonder-working founds" (e. e. the poetry) " fink into fenfc, and the doftrinc of the 
•• Eflay, difrobed of its ornaments, is left to the powers of its naked excellence, what fhall 
" we difcover ? — ^That we do not uphold the chain of exillence;" — and I flop here to afk if 
this docs not feem to imply that there is a chain of exiftencc in fome fliape or other; 
liowever, in anotlier place, Johnfon may deride that of the EfTay ? 

2dly. He proceeds to fay, and in the fame ironical ftile, " We may learn yet more ; 
" that the arts of human life were copied from the inftintlive operation of other animals;" 
to which he ftill ironically adds; — *' To xhi&k profound prindpUs of natural knowledge , arc 
" added (bmc moral refleflions equally new, — that our true honour is not to have a great 
** part, but to play it well ; that virtue only is our own; and that happinefs [pray mark] 
" is always in our own power." Johnjon adds, " Surely, a man of no very comprc- 
" henfive fearch may venture to fay, that he has heard all this — mark, all this — ^before;" 
yes, mark, even the hiftory of the nautilus and all. — And elfewhere John/on fays, " The 
•' reader feels liis mind full, though he learns nothing; and when he meets it in its new 
" array, no longer knows the talk-o///w 7notlier and Ids nur/i.'* Whoever contemplates all 
this, and compares it with what I have fo much more particularly, and if I may fay it, 
analytically faid of the Eflay, will, I tliink, acquit me of all plagiarifm, nay, attention 
to authoriryj in my own obfervations upon it. 

John/on indeed treats the Eflay in general with a difref^ft it never met with 
before; his natural vigour of mind could never lead to fuch weak rcafoning; and fo 

far 
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And haply bring, at length, to view. 
The unregarded — and the true. 

What matters all tliis theory^ you fays 
Practice will ftill go on its way ; 
Undoubtedly it ever will; 
And let it go, e'en to its fill:— 
D'ye think I'd combat with the air? 
How the Herd goes, — is that my care! — 
'Tis to the few^ the very fev)^ 
All this is pointed, — ^not to you: ilo 

far it might perhaps be faid, that I have caught th^t difrefpe^l from him. Yet I 
think too I may have gained fome credit, not only through this poem, but if it may be 
allowed me to fay it, through life, for not catching opinions from odier people, not to 
mention the apparent and entire diflent herein to what Joknfon lays, in more refpefUthan 
one. I thought at firft of additionally quoting here two paragraphs of Jf6hitfon\ in 
refpe£l to the vehicle of all this philofophy of P^^'s poem, the verfificatioli: — but 
the note is fo long, that I wave it, though not without recommending the conCdera- 
tion of them to my reader; for, to my comprehenfion, they much contradi£l each other, 
or at lead it is beyond my diftinguifliing faculties to bring them together. 

One word more, and I have done: it is this; that if I feared, as I really did, that the 
Eflay was in this our age fo low in efteem, that it was not worthy of fo much ammad^ 
veriion; the infpeCUon into f^ar/^'s account of u, and with him c^ fiich numbers of 
other rcfpe6bib]e admirers of it, foon relieved me from any fuch apprehenfion. I fliall 
take fome future occafion to particularize a little that work, which (I know not why) 
1 never applied to 'till after writing my entire, poem, and having even printed as far as a 
confiderablepartof thefecond Canto. 

And 
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And ftiall the number then decide? — 
Forbid it NATURE, and forbid it PRIDE ! 



Alas ! what food for fceptic mind^ 
Thyvot'ry, Truth! fo oft muft find!* 
Yet, Wifdom, ftill thofe facred things 
That FACT with truth thy vofries brings, 
Indulgent to my willing heart. 
Oh gracious, deign ftill to impart ! 
And one e'en certainty has Heav'n 
To poor imperfe6t mortals giv'n : 
'Tis this, that things which difagree^ 
From falfehood never can be free: 
Shall man, nor grateful then nor wife, 
From objefts real turn his ey€s?-=— 
Shall he not profit as he can. 
Of truths that can be known to man? — ' 
And fhall not FACT,— inftruaive thing. 
To him its golden treafures bring; 
Thofe treafures, whofe benignant flow' 
Lov'd Nature's fav rite children knowj 

♦ " From DOUBT muft all our KNOWLEDGE grow." 



J30 



H^ 



While, 
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While, to themfelves, nor duty, true. 
Thole recreant jom, the VIRTUES rue, 
Loft to parental care and love. 
Wretched through ERROR'S mazes rove! 

Of Pope, or Warburton, or thee, 
We wi(h to afk then — Is man free? — 
This we may afk without offence. 
Nor wound the tendereft confcience> 
The weakeji ev'nj iovfuch may fee 

E'en Locke's mucb4ov"d authority: 150 

The negative (how you're inclin'd 
We know not) in great Locke you'll find: 
Dan Prior's philofophic play, 
Dan Prior dear, what does he fay ?— 
In the gay philofophic line, 
(Envy betrays the wifti 'twere mine) 
He fays, what volumes can't fay more; 
Joins Fancy's fport with Wifdom's lore. 
And fyllogyftic inf 'rence draws. 
Sure and compleat as Euclid's laws. 160 



No, 
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No, not from me the queftion hear 5 
Read Pkior's felf,* — Lo! all is clear.-f- 



So far, fo good; at leaft with me: 
The WILL {we fee then) is mt FREE:— 



And 



* I fhall, without fcrupic, introduce here the whole of Priors notion of free-will; and 

I am fure my ia/ly reader, if any fuch (allowing me my term) I happen to have, will 

thank me for it very much. To me, what he fays is conclufivc\ or, as the French fay, 

fans replique. The next thing to be confidered is its conjequtnces^ for far different is 

it to gain acquiefcence to your principles^ and to their dtducements from them. 

Here then my philofophical Prior fa)'s, (and furcly, if ever the old lidentem dicerc mrum^ 
was patly applicable, it is here) viz. 



" Objeftions to my general j5;^<fm 
May rife perhaps, and I have mift them ; 
But I can call to niy afliftance 
Proximity (mark that!) and diftancc: 
Can prove, that all tilings, on occafion. 
Love union, and defirc adhefion; 
That Alma merely is a fcale; 
And motives, like the weights prevail. 
If neither fide turn down or up. 
With lofs or gain, with fear or hope; 



The balance always would hang ev'n. 
Like Ma/i nut's tomb, 'twixt eartli and 
heav*n. [clever^ 

" This, Richard, is a curious cafe : 
Suppofe your eyes fcnt equal rays. 
Upon two diftant pots of ale, [ fwcetly familiar ] 
Not knowing which was mild or ftale; 
In this fad ftate your doubtful choice 
Would never have the cafting voice: 

Which 



+ Suppofing Prior read — which the reader is carneftly defired not only to do literally 
but mentally, nay repeatedly, and, need it be added to the intelligent reader, confcqutntially ? 
-one would (to fuch) hope it need not; yet are we quite furc of that? Enough: to me 
Prior has playfully exhaulled die fubjefct in a poetical fportive paragraph, tliat volinncs, 
^s high as your ceiling, have been in vain puzzling at for ages; and why? — becaufc diey 
ivould not fairly look at it. This poetical argumenUtion \^-fans rrpliqae^ 
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And then in rhyme, (but plain as profe) 
Philofophy would ftill difclofe 
Nature's true march, without difguife. 
If poflible, to human eyes> 
To eyes of ftrength, or will, to fee; 
Dim and content let others be. 



And 



Which beft, which worft, you could not 

think; 
And die you muil for want of drink; 

[gay, ddightfuT] 
Unlefs fomc chance inclines your fight, 
Setting one pot in fiurer light; 
Then you prefer or A. or B, 
As lines or angles beft agree : 
Your fenfe rcfolv'd, impells your will : 
She guides your hand, — fo [oh charming f] 

drink your fill. 

•• Have you not feen a baker's maid 
Between two equal panniers fway*d? 
Her tallies ufelefs lie, and idle. 
If plac*d exaflly in die middle : 
But forc'd from this una£live ftate. 
By virtue of fome cafual weight; 
On cither fide you hear them clatter. 
And judge of right and left-hand matter. 
[Still delightful mixture of playful gaiety 
and logical reafoning7\ 

" Now, Richard, this coercive force, 
Without your choice, [mark'] mull take its 
roui fo. 



Great kings to war are pointed forth. 
Like loaded needles to the north. 
And thou and I, by pow'r unfeen. 
Are barely paflive, . and fuck'd in 
To Henault's vaults, or Celia*s cliamber. 
As draw and paper are by amber. 
If we fit down to play or fet, 
(Suppofe at Omire or Bajfet) 
Let people call us cheats, or fools; 
Our cards and we are equal tools. 
We fure in vain the cards condemn : 
Ourfelves both cut and fliuffled tliem. 
In vain on Fortune's aid rely : 
She only is a ftander-by. 
Poor men ! poor cards ! both we and they 
Do fome impulGve force obey; 
And are but play'd with — do not play. 
But fpace and matter we fhould blame; 
They palm*d the trick that loft the game. 
[Pray mark all this, you fret-will pkilofo- 
phers, — oh pray doJ] 

" Tlius to fave further contradi£lion, 
Againft what you may think but fi6tion; 
I for attraftion, Dick, declare; 
Deny it iliofe bold men tliat dare. 



} 



As 
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If impulfe then, to me unknown, 
Pufhes and drives my aSiion on^ 
The Jpn'ng fhould be a£ my command^ 
Ere my ACCOUNTINGS you demand. 



180 



Long fince has well the noble line* 
Known human aftions to define. 
And fiyCAfelf-lGvey in ev'ry deed. 
As fource from whence they all proceed. 
And who Ihall Pope's aflertion blame. 
That ''felfzxA foetal love 's the fame ?" 
Nay, who but feels the conicious glow, 
Each gen'rous deed knows to beftow ?— 
And fhall denial give the Bard, 
That " Virtue is its own reward?"— 



199 



*' As well your motion, or your thought, Ev'n faying that you think or walk. 
Is all by hidden impulfe wrought: How like a country Tquire you talk!** 

And bravo! £? vivanno! both the manner ^nA. matUr\ — He whofe mind can think thi», 
and thus delightfully fay it, is after my own heart indeed ! Let us only refleft, what 
cargos of books have been written in this difpute, perhaps may be, or are, ftill. Yet who 
can fay a word to this Hale paragraph that includes every thing belonging to it, and pro- 
duces, not rtafonings but realities; which every man, if he pleafes, may fee in himfclf 
'and all around him, every day of his life. 



* Duke of la Rouchefoucaidt. 



R 



No 
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No fure; by him howe'er is feen 
What cafualtics may intervene, 
In medley mix a of human things. 
That ftill the good or evil brings j 
Bilt goody as (Tjil a6ls, will find. 
Spring horn felf 'love in human mind; 
Which no free-will of man can bind. 

Behold yon wretch, in cart tied down, 200 

His crimes at Tyburn to atone. 
In juftice to offended laws. 
And, Virtue! tofupport thy caufe: — 
Behold yon judge, with revVend brow. 
Where right and immix'd mercy glow; 
With heartfelt grief the fentcnce give; 
That law forbids the man to live! 
What contraft, this, 'twixt right and wrong! — 
Can more to human ftate belong? 

Yet trace, (and {\xvtyou fee me come)* 210 

In retrofpeft, the different doom; — 

♦ From the French, " Vous me voycz venir" which, at the firft fcribblc, ruflicd on my 
mind, and now fcrves my rhyme— fo pray forgive k, reader, — it is not, no, it is not af- 
cftaiion indeed. 

Mark 
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Mark how the judge, in earlieft youth, 

Train'd in the ways of virtuous truth, 

Purfued the path, by others givn^ 

That leads, we'll fay, man up to heav'n!- 

T'other, (and need the wretched road 

Of infamy in verfe be trod?) 

In profligacy bred and born. 

Of man the refufe and the fcorn; — 

Need we give forth the horrid drain. 

And even in th' idea pain ! — 

No, no; Reflexion's leaft degree, 

Diftinft each Origin will fee; 

And what's the inference you hold?— ^ 

Feel it,— -or it can't be told. 
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All this is Education^ courfe; 
But what's impulfive Nature's force? 
What 's CharaSter} and tell me true. 
Am / to be the fame as you ? — 
Wou'd I could give the change to mine: — 
With nat'ral gifts, almoft divine, 
Like Sheridan, in all things (hine!— 

R2 
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Each 
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Each charafter 's a world alone. 
And muft, and JhouU, ftick to its own; 
(And happy he, who conj'cious feels 
No rub has marred his mental wheels-. 
For then, the watch, though good and new. 
Depend upon't will not go true.)* 
You're born a Fribble or a Flajhi 

(I fee you think th' aflumption rafli) 240 

And intermediate (hades between, 
'Tis Nature gives, however unfeen. 

Yes, Education's force I hold. 
As has the verfe immediate told; 
But dill in certain tendencies. 
Too fine to meafure their degrees ; 
Train'd up the very fame all through. 
Strange the difF'rence-f- 'twixt you and you ! — 

* Are not many men's natural charaQers, or mental march, drove into conflraint from 
freedom, from perhaps fome, whether fecret or open, CNxnt of life, fo as to lofc their 
charms both to others and themfelves. 

t A gentleman once — he was indeed a well-known man of the firft fafhion — told me, 
and many others at table with me» a little anecdote that diverted me, nay, and excited my 
refleflion not a little; it was this, viz. " That a highwayman he faw (or was told of) at 
the gallows, jufl before being turned off, ftept forward, and faid, * Luck *s all; — good bye 
lyc, my lads;' and fo fprung off in a moment, like a greyhound" 1 fear I cannot 
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How many a lord as trade/man fhews, 

And tracicfman would become his clothes!— 250 

And what 's the inference thence to draw? — 

'Tis this; that, by one common law. 

You cannot judge thefe different things. 

All adluated by different fprings. 

Suppofe me wicked, weak, or bafej— 

Of ev'ry virtue void, or grace; 

Difguft, I grant, your foul will find. 

Whene'er united v^ixhfuch mind; 

All that is nat'ral, and in rule. 

As are your feelings tow'rds a fobl; . 260 

But the bafe mind, nor ideot-head. 

By their own/elves were neither made. 

Some vermin kills your choiceft game. 

Him you may kill, but cannot blame; 

Yet he your hate I fear will prove. 

As will your fav'rite dog your love. 

Yet is this, inJlinSl with you, all; — 

Howe'er the thing you reajon call. 

quite cfcape the obfen'ation, that mine and the highwayman's philofophy are not fo com* 
pldely feparatcd, as might perhaps have been expefted; though whether this Adept was ill 
or well educated, T know not, nor does it greatly matter, more efpccialiy in refpeftto 
the luck part of thejiory. 
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Was then the ^ery over nice. 

To alk of Virtue or of Vice 270 

What was the ejfence? See we then. 

The real difference between 

The tyrant Richard's road of blood. 

And that of Howard, great and good 5— 

I know not how SENSATION may 
In fympathy accept the lay; 
Yet let the Bard once this premife, 
That furely who are true are wife-. 
Nay add — who're true, to VIRTUE rife! — 
Still more, who once a truth can gain-, 28^ 

(A truth that even gives him pain,) 
At leaft will this advantage find, 
Connedlive, pleafant, truths, the mind. 
E'en thence will catch j and furely free 
(Such freedom as on earth we fee) 
Th* ambitious foul of man would be: 
Nature and inftin6l yet will reign. 
Whatever the Bard's eccentric ft rain; 
And man's poor feeble eye will ftiarc 
No brighter light than he can bear-, 290 
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Nay, fhould himfelf turn out a mole, 

Inftinct will give the darken'd hole. 

And as, in momentary play. 

The fifti, at times, for folar day. 

Quits his grofs atmofphere, to fly 

To the thin aether of the Iky; 

(Not, no, moft certain, to remain 

Too long in, theny a world of pain,) 

So will the atmofphere of thought^ 

Like earth's, to a fmall compafs brought. 

Not in the one, as t'other, give 

The fubjeft in't too high to live; 

And many a prejudice, we own. 

Is, 2Xi^ fhould be, through manhood fbwn^ 

They will be fo, do what we can: — 

Water its level finds, fo man 

His level too will find, nor rife 

Too high for breathing in the ikies j 

Yet, one a lynx, and one a mole. 

Let not the mole the lynx controul^ 

Nor he^ from feeing nothings cry. 

Naught 's to be feen by other eye. 
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Wc 
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We fay then, if the law be true^ 
That IMPULSE gives what we purfue; 
From IMPULSE was fell Richard's crime^ 
From IMPULSE Howard's adlfubUme^ 
From IMPULSE too is one abhorr'l, 
As is from IMPULSE one adord. • 

Enough; all this is nothing rtewj 
Its fault (if fault) is, that 'tis true :— 3^0 

Each moralift, the felf-farac things 
Profaic, faysj poetic, (ings:— - 
The only diflfrence is, that they 
The principle alone difplay; — 
Yet unaware, th' eflfeft muft flow. 
From principles ourfelves beftow. 

In Pope continually we find 

How this or that afFefts the mind; 

Why don't he alfo tell us this; 

What Vis, the thing affeSiing is?— 330 

How far 'tis alien or our own-. 

And what's his reasoning, that not done! — 

Virtuous 
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Virtuous or vicious then, no more 
Be the watch-word as 'twas before. 
But hap^ or unhappy ^ all. 
Or lucky or unlucky^ call;^ 
Then one may gain foft Pity's tear. 
T'other, perhaps, fome envy bear. 



Of this or t'other man of cjay, 
" The elements well mix'd," we fay,* 
But did he mix them his ownfelf ?— 
Or buy the mixture with his pelf? 
No more than pudding in the trikt. 
That your cook mix'd, and that you eat; 
And if the features of your face 
Enhance your perfon, or difgrace. 
They by yourfelf were not defin'd. 
No, nor tht features of your mind'^^f 

S 

* It is the difcriminating Shahtfpcarc himfelf who thus difcriminates. 
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But 



f I would aik this queftion, if poffible, of every thinking^man in the world, viz. Has 
lie never feen qualities in himfelf which led him to do anions that met with difappro- 
bation in the world, and which at the fame time were fo far from gratifications to him, 
that he heartily wiOied them not to exift in his confiitution, but bad not the power to 
conquer and dellroy them ? Let 
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But Reafon has correSlive force :^ 

And 'whence does Reafon take its fource? ^50 

Let mc endeavour to be explicit and clear here, for I think di€ cafe is curioiis, (in our 
rtudy of man) though, to my poor apprehenfion, ftill mare cpncluftve. 

It is not, I believe, enough confidered, that charaSer Z3fAj^nJi arc two difiin^ qualities 
ill man, though they are continually confounded; nay, they are Jo diftin£l, as for the very 

pofleflbr 

* Pope affigns this office to Reafon in thefe lines, viz. 

" Self-love, the fpring of motion, a£ls [meaning, to be fare, aSuatcs] the fi)ul; 
" Reafon 's comparing balance rule^ the wbqle." 

And, before that, — 

" Two principles in human nature reign, 
** Self-love to urge, and Reafon to reftrajn; 
** Nor this a good, nor that a bad, we call, 
" Each works its end, to move or govern all." 

Still further he fays, — 

" The a£lion of the ftronger to fufpeod, 
" Reafon ftill ufe, to reafon ftill attend." 

This is the office of reafon ; and one of the efficient, and to be (uTeJiifficwU, wheels of 
the complete and fatisfaftory fyftem he recommends to us ^sfuch. And now hear what 
he fays of this correftive principle, ihis Jnfi qua rwn of Nature — Reafon: — Thus then he 
(now) fays of the efficient power he has juft given it, — 

" Reafon itfelf but gives it [i, e. fome bad quality] edge and powV, 

** As heaven's bleft beam turns vinegar more four. 

** We wr«tcKed fubje£h, though to kiwful^ fway, 

" In this weak queen [fhe is weai then] fome fav'rite ftill obey : 

** Ah! if fhe lead not anus as well as rules, 

** Whatcfl«i (he more than tell us we ape fools!" &c. 

^nd how.CQndi^:ive to his fyftem, or confident with itfelf, all this, let the tme ratio- 
ij^ift declare! 

X Hard /o^', mcthinks, to live under! t Pray mark the term can. 
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Yes, in whatever you fay or do, 
Tell rxitfrom whence^f th' ideas flow ? — 

S 2 



Which 



poffeffor of them continually, by the aid of the latter, to fee the former in himfelf, as 
if he looked at an objeft dA^nEifrom himfelf. I recolleft the having advanced this idea 
in more than one place in my quondam effuGons, and cannot better illuflrate my prefent 
thought, than in quoting them. Three fentences of that tendency occur to me as appli* 
cable here; the reader ftiall judge if he thinks them fo or not: they are thefe, viz. 

i/?. " So diftin£l in man are charaBer and reafon^ihai we are often urged by reafon to 
" laugh at ridiculous things in the charoQer even of ourfelves." This puts me in mind of 
having feen, in the fame glafs, red wine and white perfeftly unmixed and feparate from 
each other. 

2dly, " It is the underfts^nding that talks, and the charaCter that aSs^ nay, that perfuades" 

^dly. " Mortifyiftg tefleflioni however difficult it may be t6 fee our faults, it is (fill 
' " more fo to correff them. Confolating refleftion! Seeing our &ults, is often more art 
** atonement for them, than correfting them." 

And above all, the following one, which I had almofl overlooked, though more to the 
point than either, viz. 

•• There are things belonging to us which are called misfortunes, whofe bad eflfeft falls 
«*chiefly on Other people ; and things which are called faults, whofe bad effeft falls chiefly 
" onourfelves: aftiriking breath, for inftance, is other people's punifhment, and ilKharaour 
" our own.*' And from all this, I would a(k how far men's defefts (vices if you pfeafe) 
proceed from their own ill intentions, and confequently how far they are reaHy blameable 
for them, and ftill more, how refponfible, and how punijkable. What! blame and punifh 
me for doing what puniflies myfelf, and that I therefore fuiely do not zvifh to do, but 

quite 



+ I put myfelf in mind, in myfelf, of what I -tead formerly (I believe in FonUneUi) 
of what Leibnitz faid to Queen Caroline^ on fome queftion in one of her philofophic dif- 
courfes with that noted philofopher; viz. — " Vous voulcz favoir Madame, — le pourquoi 
" du pourquoi ** 
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jyhich way accefs th' ideas gain. 
Sudden, perhaps, into your brain ?-t- 

You 

quite the contrary. — Do you think that no man is confcious in himfelf of an irafcible un- 
conquerable temper, or perhaps a black or defponding or too rufccptible a one ; which 
he privately laments in himfelf, feels the inconvenience of perhaps daily, and would give 
the world (how fhould he not ?) to eradicate out of his compofition ? And let every one 
extend the thought, and fairly deduce its confequences; nay further, by way of poftfcript, 
let me be allowed, on recoUeftion, to add, that I even am not clear but the very endeavour, 
fo far from effefting correftion, particularly in the inllance here put of irafcibility, may 
make it worfe :~^Naturam expellasfurca licet, ufqujt recurrcL 

On thinking further of this diftinftion of nature, fo little made, and from which, on 
every one s refleftion, it will, I believe, be allowed, that numberlefs miftakes happen 
through life, I am tempted to add a word ftill farther that has occurred to me on the fub- 
je£l, — it is this; that when we wonder (as furely we often do) at the different judgments 
among men of feemingly pretty nearly equal as well as fuperior underilandings, on various 
objefts of nature, (though here we will only confider thofe of literature) our wonder 
would furely ceafe, if we reflefted that charafter^^/r, while hnk judges \ and what coin- 
cides not with chara£ler, fenfe, or reafon, will never recommend; but the contrary. To 
illuftrate this, let me be allowed to relate, that at my own table, fome years ago, two 
gentlemen of fuperior and acknowledged underftandings, nay, both authors of very con- 
iiderable note, and one now alive, who -may poflibly read, and I will hope not totally 
difapprove of all ^\mverbu^gel thefe two gendemen, I fay, had a literary dilpute, rvxy^ 
(on one fide at leaft, and that which is now no more) carried on with fome warmth, 
on the fubje£l of Young's Night Thoughts, which one admired very much, and the 
other not at all; and why? becaufe one was of a charafler perhaps a little romantic, full 
of fenfibility, and fomewhat enthufiaftically, I believe, then inclined as to religious 
matters, though aftenvards not iq; the other gentleman had a brilliant, mafculine, and 
moft comprehenfive underftanding or mind, with, I will not fay too little, but certainly 
very little natural difpofition to any fuch fort of fenfibility. They were, I fay, both of 
fuperior, though to be fure not exatlly fimilar minds; the one, to my judgment, was 
.more luminous and capacious, though perhaps lefs precife, logical, or (as the French 

clefiiic 
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You know no more than how to prove. 

The caufe from whence your arm you move. 

They come, perhaps, into your mind 

As uncxpefted as the wind^ 

They come, perhaps, unajked by you; 

They come, you fay, — you know not how."^ 360 

Is it that fpirits in the air, 
For you who care not, or who care, 
Suggeft th' idea to fome end. 
Or to diftrefs you, or befriend? 
Shall I be told the thought is wild. 
That on Chimaera's ground I build? 
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define fomb of their underftandings) %alktimticali more what the French call Efprit 
de taSle; while the other was more of what they call E/pril rtdjonntur^ or argumentative^ 
as well as fufceptibk. They confequently diflFered in their judgements of the work, 
even toto ca/o; and why? becaufe their charaSere (though not their underftandings) 
even thus widely differed. Let me here mention another work or works, on which 
fuperior men have differed alfo toto calo^ and from the fame reafons; I mean thofe of 
Richardfon\ and as I have before refeired to my old opinions, as exprefled in my old 
work, let me be allowed, as illuftrative to what is here advanced, to do it again by 
the article therein, that attempts to give, with fome minutenefs of difcrimination, 
RichardforLS chara3er as an author, and at the fame time to account (as here) for the 
contrary judgments paffed upon him and his works. I and my reader have now, I hope, 
formed fuch an acquaintance together as to admit of the familiarity of faying, that the 
article I allude to begins with ** There is a certain author, &c,;** but is not this coming 
to a fine pafs, after all? 

Take 
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Take care, take care, left you betray, 

'Tis your own thought that runs aftray; 

Take care I give you not to fee, 

I tell you but what you told me. ^jo . 

Are you a Catholic? why theu^ 

Good angels o'er the fons of men 

Watch and attend, fo guard* them free 

From each impending mifery; 

A Devil malicious to betray 

From Virtue's paths your fteps aftray. 

Is right, you grants then, fhip that's loft. 

That run upon fome dangerous coaft, 

When in the elemental ftrife 

Each iailor Tcap'dfree with his life; 380 

VHiat gazette will rcfufe to call. 

With rev'ricnee, prwidential? 

Nature's old courfe all fet afide, 

And rocks fofgot where faihrs dfd. — 

And wlu> fb' unorthodax, ta fay 

Wc Jkond caufes don\ ohtyt — 

3t3t me, yoHr creedls> nos not afr all, 

AfFeft, from England to Bengal; 

♦ L'Ange gardien. Your 
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Your varying reas'nings give your (helves, 

Whether towards others or yourfelves; 390 

Yet, where we really fay the Jame^ 

Let us not quarrel for a name. 

Oh, Nature, Nature! and oh, Man!— 
What is't we know, and what^ we can? 
For me, that beings fomewhere dwell, 
(When, where, or how, let others tell;) 
Around this orb, (fo well we know 
\%full ofUfe as well as woe) 
Aifent moft eafily my niind. 
In pojjibiltty^ can find, 400 

AiTefted* in the mid career. 
What is my^arreft, or what my fear ?— ■ 

* And arrefted or ftopped I really was, on coming to this paflage. I laid down my pen 
for no inconfiderable period of time, and a crowd of ideas, nay, of perfonages, prefente4 
themfelves in perfpeQive before my imagination, and how and why let my reader or 
readers, of a certain fiamp, even tell themfelves. — Do I not know, have I no ways (hewn* 
— I fay it in the pride of my heart — and I appeal to my own half dozen ele£l, (or, if you 
pleafe, half dozens ele£l;) yes, to than do I appeal, if I no ways have now (hewn that I 
know a little to whom and to what it is I am addreffing thefe the efiufions of my foul ? — 
Enough: and 1 proceed to my intended note, which is this: — What is your idea of fuper* 
natural agency in this our planet or world? — Do you imagine there is any fuch thing? — 
You laugh: — and why do you laugh? and how do you know there is not? * No, (you fay) 

* you 
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Is it for me, or is't for you? — 

Shall it be alk'd you, — Are you truef — 



• you cannot certainly prove a negative; and it fliould rather He on me to prove there is, 

• if I believe that there is any;' and you add, * that you are really furprifed to hear a man 

• of the degree of fenfe you are pleafed to compliment me with, even fnention fuch a 

• tiling/ To go at all largely into this confideration would much exceed the limits of even 
one of my own notes; (oh, how my argumentums ad homnem would deal about thera» 
were I inclined (as I am not at all) to let them loofe, gentlemen, among you!) Thefe few 
things let me, however, fay to it; — Firft, I verily believe that if, for argument fake, we 
grant for a moment, that fuch agency had really happened^ and really fliewn itfelf before 
a truly fuperior man, with what was a real fufficiency of evidence, (and I mean fuch as 
God Almighty would call^^A) if that I fay had happened, I believe the error in judg- 
ing would be much more likely to happen from dijbelief^ than the truth of judging from 
acquiefcence\ and why? becaufe that fuperior man and mind would be fo ftronglypre- 
difpofed to difcredit any fuch thing, (the food of general folly) and fo modeftly doubtful^ 
is not high merit always fo ? of his own faculties or powers, that he would be more liable 
to give too little credit to his fenfes, than not only too nutck, but even enough. Y^lBt, afcer- 
tained indeed, we all grant to be irrefiftible; and has no one, who may read this, heard any 
thing of the laft Lord Lyttelton's fore-knowledge, from a fore-warning, of his own death f 
— For me to difbelieve it, who was told all the circuraftances at the time from the wit- 
neffes to them, not the ferN'ants, foolilh friends, and fuch trafli, but people of the firft 
ranks in fociety as well as judgment and difcemraent, is impoflible; and if one fuch faS 
be admitted, fay, ye Logicians, even of the loweft clais, am I not juftified in belie\'ing 
more? — In — in (hort — fixing, yes, tvtnjixing my creed therein ? 

Yes indubitabl)': even from thence only fhould I be thus juftified; and if my late fymboli- 
cal deity were verily perfonified into the wifdom and truth fhe is given to reprefent, would 
not Jhe fupport me in it ? And yet, fuch is my nature — my inflinft — my what you pleafe — 
that the thing no ways remains on my mind, any more than one otlicr thing of the kind, 
nearly if not quite as well attefted; (have not many, and moft men, I mean refpeflable 
ones, hcdirdjomething of the fort?) fo that I naturally rcjcft any information of tlie kind; 
and were it not for fome certain perfonal events to my ownfelf, that I certainly fhall not 
trouble my reader with, I probably (hould never lip.ve troubled him with this note. 

Oh 
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Oh word accurft, I hate thy fightj 

Thou TRUE, and TRUTH, t* eternal night 

Be ye confignTd; and fo no more 

Difgrac'd and hack'd ftill as before 5 — 

Some other words then quickly bring. 

Let them (their time) exprefs the thing!— 4^^' 

You are no liar, you declare. 
And to be calFd one will not bear; — 
No, certainly; yet this we join; 
To vent your truths, and credit mine. 
Are difTrent wide: — ^Enough; — no end 
Difputes to their engagers fend, 

SENSATION, yes; Senfatiotis law 
(From whence it comes who cares one ftraw?) " 
Is the falfe Magnet ftill to draw 
The general man; yet, when he's blind> 429 

Full oft, 'tis true, that nature's kind; 
But ftill, if we've the pow'r to know 
That blindnefs giv'n; why not do fo?— 



..M, T And 
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And then at leaft not reasonings draw 
From what is mere ideal law.— 

Why not RESEARCH diftinaion find, 
'Twixt rea^'n and inJlinSi in the mmd? 
Why not fee ev'ry thing we can, 
And rife as high as giv*n to man ? 

Yes, Inftindt e'en in man to view, . 430 

And where we trace its tracl, purfue. 

Enchanting flatt'rer, magic powV, 
Thou foother e en of forrow's hour, 
Lov*d HOPE ! beyond the cordial drop, 
Of life the folace, and the prop; 
That cordial drop ('tis faid) " alone 
" Can make the draught of life go down;* 
Yes, difF'rent drop; yes, diff'rent boonl 
(Alas,: alas, how well 'tis known!) 

The one elicits Joy from pain, 440 

T'other — to joy adds Sorrow's train. 

* In the well-known verfes it is, " Can make the bitter draught of Ufa go down;" but 
tlie meafure here could not admit of the epithet. 

Poor 
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Poor Abelard, oh fey, if (hewn 
The paths of horror with flow'rs ftrewn I— 
Strange ordnance, fure, by nature giv'n, 
The road to hell to pafs through heav'n! 

Lov'd Hope ! thou faithful, conftant friend; 
In each diftrefs thy aid to lend. 
And, as true friend, prevent to know 
Evils, we no how can forego: 

Yes, conftant friend; no, not alive, . 450 

Lavifh thy choiceft ftores to give. 
Verbal y and theoretic -^ while 
Thy real are — thy friendlieji fmtle : 
Yes, conftant friend ; no, not on wing. 
Soon as difaftrous fate fhall bring 
Or falfe difgrace, or real ills. 
Or aught the wretched cup that fills 
Of human woe, far wide to fly,* 
And feek the warm congenial fky, 

T2 E'en 

* •• Si fiieris fclix multos numerabis amicos, , 
" Tempora, fi nubila fint tihi, folus ens." 
I know not where I met with this common place Latm truifm ; it is fuch a one, as every 
perfon at all fuperior looks for from human nature, when in the fituation for it, as an inllinc«> 
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E'en as the paflage bird, whofe law 460 

Is, ' from the chilling blaft withdraw, 

' When the autumnal fick'ning dews, 

' And vegetation's faded hues, 

^ Fore-run lov'd nature's quick decay, 

' And the loft luftre of the vernal day.'-f- 

Example true of nature's plan, 
When plaftic forms her wprk began, 
* And dirt arofe in ftiape of man.* 

Is this, (what ever fhall difclaim 
The Bard indignant) Satire's aim? 470 

tive part of human nature, as much as he does for a bear or a badger worried to death by the 
dogs, when got under their hands. And what is curious in nature, is, that it does not afiefl 
or hurt him. He has, with the evil given by nature, the corre£live or counterpoifon given 
too: IpfofaSo, his own difpofition towards all thefe people changes, he fees them all in a 
new and now reje6lile light of indifference. Exceptions to this there are, and when an 
** Et tu^ Brute r comes in, it is difierent. But I would remark here, how, all through life, 
we live on thefe correftions, and how wretched we (hould be without' them. What 
failures, neglcfts, difappointments, over and over again! — but you have your counter- 
poifon, and live upon it. 

+ Thefe lines have not inverted commas as a quotation, but merely as an application 
and enforcement. 

* *• And the Lord God formed man of the dujl of the ground^ and breathed into liis 
" noftrils the breath of life, and man became a living foul." Gen. ii. 7. 

SATIRE, 
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SATIRE, who crft the mantle bright, 

While fleeping in the arms of night. 

From VIRTUE ftole; and thus arrayed, 

DECEPTION mkd^tbe heavenly maid! 

Within the cloak rank MALICE flew; 

Still fhedding, or o'er me or you. 

Her partial poifons; unconfin'd 

By great DISTINCTION'S laws, that bind 

To candour and to truth the line. 

And with the vice the virtue join j 480 

No, '' SATIRE ftrikes, not caufe we fail,* 

'' But that itfelf delights to rail." 

The Mufe her flight digreflive wings: 
Turn we to Hope^ and what it brings. — 

Hope, then, a bafelefs beauty feems; 
As he 'is happy, who happy dreams. 
Yet mark the venerable lines- 
Nay^ mark how diffonant to mine: 

♦ A quotation I met with fomewhere, many years ago, (I think from Seneca) ftnick me 
fo forcibly, that I have remembered it ever fmce, and cannot forbear quoting it here, it is fo 
very pat, viz. " De te malcdicunt non quod mereris tu, fed q}iod/o/eni^ ipfi^' ' 

Great 
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Great Dryden, yes, thy linje$ are ttuc; ; ■) 

Nay deep; as thou art, they arc too.*? 490 

And well they prove y (yio^t'^t t\\^ caufi . 
To difPrent ends our reasoning draws) 
That man is made, at times^.toglve' l.]' . . , . 
ConviSiion in his foul to live. 
Of what his reafons flighted view . . 

* To his own/elf muft prove utUrue. 

. • - - ' 

Nothing more clear, through nature's plan. 
Than that, in this miffry of many . : 
He whom RATIONAL we call. 

Proves he no reafon has at all. 500 

« 

*Dryden fays; 

" \Vhcn I confidcr life, 'tis all a cheat; 

•• Yet foord by hope, men favour tlie deceit. 

•• Truft on, and think to-morrow will repay : ' 

" To-morrow 's falfer than the former day, 

" Lies more, and when we think that we are blefs'd 

** Witli fome new joy, cuts off what we poffefs'd; 

•* Strange cozenage, none would live paft days again, 

" Yet all hope comfort, from what flill remain ; 

" Think from the dregs of life they ffiall receive 

** What the firft fprightly runnings could not give, 

" I'm tir'd of waiting for this chymic gold, 

" TTiat cheats us young, and beggars us when old." 



Nay, 
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Nay, turn t6 fyllogyfm, and fee; 
Its members all quite difagreej 
Major and Minor wrangle — 'fight ^ * 
They end in difagreement quite j 
And not an Ergo 's to be found 
By fophiftry on his own ground. 

" Hope, then, a bafelef^ licauty feems: 
" As he Is happy, who happy dreams/' 
But then we ftill would afk, how calj 
The being who- has it, — rational? 510 

* What then ! man's dignity betray, 
* To inftinft yield great reafon's fway ?'— 
Nay, look thyfelf s go look, and fay. 

To Reafon^ not all falfehood's pow'r 
Can two and two (hew not as four; 
Nay, highly probable make kt ^ 

What can in nature fcarcely be: 
Yet mark th' expiring hoping man, ^ 

Nay, mark the living, with his /pan: 

U ' And 



t 142 ] 

And mark that female, doom'd to know, 520 

Of pregnancy, th' extreme of woe; 
Behold the rack before her eyes, 
. The rackyZr^ views withbut furprifcj 
Oh horror, horror ! — fee her lie 
Along the rack: — oh fpare that cry! 
Oh fave that innocence and truth ! 
Oh fpare that beauty and that youth!—' 
She dies: Convulfion, horror, pain, 
Reftore her to her duft again: 

She dies: — thofe auburn treffes view, 530 

Whofe filken ringlets lovely hue. 
E'en now, the breathing bofom mov'd. 
E'en now, each eye admir'd, or lov*d! 
Ah! brfeathlefs, motionlefs, furvey 
That form of heav'n, — a form of clay: 
Alas ! fhe faw no fiends around 
Eager to deal the fated wound: 
Each interval of woe, in play,* 
E'en as the lamb, fhe pafs'd away; 

* It is remarkable, (even, I think, wonderfully fo) that women in labour, in the inten'als 
of their pangs, far from defpondent, are perticulttrty cheerful, and even ^«y and playful 
with their maids and females about them: this I have been informed of by a female. 

And 
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And as the lamb, too certain, found 540 

Her murd'ring butchers all around I^— 
Myfterious curtain, loofe thy ft ring, 
And filence^ not oblivion, bring! 

And fay, great Providence! oh fay. 
Is this //&y rack, and % difplay? 

Or mark the wretch of livid hue. 
His haggard eye, of fickly view, 
Th* emaciate corpfe, the knocking knee. 
And fcarcc the being of humanity; 
The Murth'rer* with uplifted hand, 

CONSUMPTION,f firm at his dread ftand; i;s<^ 

U 2 And 

* An allegorical reprefentation of this, from fome great flatutry, would irenendoufly 
fill my own idea at leaft, here; as would indeed a perfomfieation giv^a to Ae ¥ery hfl iiac, 
fill my mind moft fatisfaSorily. 

+ It is faid, and feems not a vulgar error, that confumptive illneffes are accompanied 
with better fpirits than any other; and ftill more, that even in the laft ftage, (and any of 
afure decay of the lungs, jcafon well knows, is as ccri(fir^ deatb d$ the Oiot of a piikd) ihe ' 
patifnt never thinks he fhall die. What would you c^l this ? Some perhpips providftntial, 
(of which nothing here) but all methlnks a ftrange, feemingly unnatural, certiiinly frra- 
fional, diing. And all thefe inftances are given to (hew how manifeftly, in them sffl, m* 
GmlEi fiirpafles and rontradifts iM atmbute of reqfim we plume oudbkc^ fy aucb upon; 

" the 
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And if he ftill fufpend the blow, / 

It feems as if, his pow'r to fhew, , 

'Twere but, like cruel Hawk,* his prey 

T' infult the more from the delay. 

See the poor wretch devoid of fear. 

And HOPE ftill whifp'ring at the ear ! 

the reader will have obferved my doubts flung on that faculty; and I had had thoughts of 
entering more difcriminately into its confideration, but the (hort limits now afligned to 
the poem preclude all thoughts of it here at leaft; but indeed thefe adduced inflances are 
amazingly finking and curious; though to fay the truth, they feem to me rather operations 
of nature, diftinfl and peculiar to themfelves, than nature's general or common courfe. 

* It is the inflinft of the. hawk not only to feize and kill his partridge, but tapick it to 
death, as it is that of the cat to play with its moufe fome time before it deftroys it; nor will 
I difpute with any one the equality of the ordination; fince I can eafily believe the dance to 
be not a jot more entertaining than the ftabs. And does Mr. Pop e, in his ftudy of mankind 
and of nature, forbid my looking at thefe two, indeed all the oth^« infiances adduced, but 
with eyes of indifference and complacency? or to believe, that if the partridge and mouTe 
were fuddenly gifted with the faculty of Refle6tion, they would fcarcely reft perfefUy eafy 
and contented under the confideration of — how noble a WHOLE was the univerfe, and 
they only a fmall and. inconfiderable part of it? Indeed, Mr. Pope, you rtiuft excufe me, 
if I do not believe the fame of and from that God of truth and perfe£lion I admit and 
credit with ygu: and are we forbid only to wonder 2l little, or not fo readily to fee the 
necejj^tyy in this befl of poJJibU worlds^ for the cat and hawk to crucify 2& well as kill their 
game? The other ^oox female example we will leave our reader to take his turn in re- 
Hefting upon: — ^But of this more hereafter. 
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cf T^HERE is a power of the underftanding, which compares and judges of 

what it fees, and there is another that fees what it compares and judges 

of in a true light. The firft is that power by which men defend error with 

argument, and the latter that by which they rcjcdt error for truth. Shall I 

compare 
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connpare diem through all their operations on the mind? Let me then, for 
the fake of diftinftion, be permitted to call the firft sense, and the latter 
GENIUS. Sense is fo diAinft from genius, that it may exift without it^ 
Genius fo much fupericw to sense, that sense feems to be valuable only in 
proportion as it partakes of the elevated <jualities of genius : — The eye of 
GENIUS pierces through the mills of cuftom and prejudice, and fees things 
not as they appear ^ but as they are-y the eye of sense pervades not the me- 
dium, and therefore fees things not as they arcy but as they appear through 
it. Sens^ is the dupe of its own powers, which are continually exerted to 
give fpccious names aaid honourable tides to the progeny of felfliood:; 
GENIUS in a moment difcovers the fallacy,, and fpontaneoufly diftinguifties 
truth. The unalterable nature of genius is to be free, juft, and enlarged; 
that of SENSE to be enflaved, partial, and contracted : Genius, often without 
confiderarion, fixes upon what is right; sense generally confiders only to 
make choice of wh^t is wrong: Genius, when it does confider, always 
deduces its opinion from*reaibn;., sense generally reafons only to defend an 
opinion already formed: Genius is not influenced by the peculiarities of 
different countries or men; sense is controlled by both: Genius always 
looks forward, and not only fees what /V, but what neceffarily will be-, sense, 
miftaking appearance for reality, builds falfliood upon falfhood, and from 
prefent errors deduces foturei Genius, with refpeft to flibjefts that lie be*, 
yond its reach, forms probable conjeftures by juftly comparing what it fees, 
and allowing for what it knows to. be out of fight; sense, not perceiving, the 
connexion between parts that are feen, and others that are not, proudly con«- 
cludes that it fees all: Genius therefore, from knowing moft, doubts; sense, 
*from knowing leafl, decides r Genius is always admirable, even when it de- 
viates into error; sense often defpicable even when it arrives at truth: 
Genius often appears to sense to aft wrong, merely by afting right; and 
while sense is tied dowii by rule, genius fbars above it: What sense ad- 
mires^ 
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mires, gbmius defpifcs; and what gemius loves, sense negle&s; Genius 
often fees wifdom or virtue, where sense only remarks folly or vice; and the 
contrary; for genius diftinguilhes good and bad, however blended 2 sense 
fees only the predominant quality, and having precipitately determined, will 
afterwards exaggerate or extenuate either good or bad in favour of that de- 
termination: Genius neceflarily jrields to the demonltration which refults 
from contradi&ions; sense, rather than admit demonftration againft a 
i&vouiite opinion, will fuppofe a thoufand contradidiops to be confident: 
Genius prefers truth, even to itfelf; sense, however it loves truths always 
loves itfelf better. Sense, like a winged infed, flutters through the mifts 
that furround this dark fpot at a fmall diftance from its furface; genius, like 
a planet, takes a wide circuit through the pure expanfe of nature, and vifita 
not regions only, but whole worlds which sense does not know to exift." 

Maxims, lUt^ 
FINIS. 



^ However irregular, the writer is fo alhamed of a blunder of one word for anodier 
(how it happened no mauer) in the very la& (heet printed ofi^ that he will beg his readcx 
to take the trouble of immediaUly altering it with his pencil or pen; the paflage is incom- 
prehenTible as it Hands, and in a place perhaps a little nice and difcriminating: it is in 
page 131, and the firft line of the note therein; the word printed is matktnuUicalj and 
(hould he geometrical. 

As Errata, in their common fituaUons, are fcarcely ever attended to, the writer will 
beg leave to add here^ that there are Hill more than one miftake of meafurein the poetry, 
though Icveral have been corre£led, a blunder the writer has been flrangely prone to, even 
to his own furprize; fince his ear in genera) (and this the reader may judge of ) is not vei^p 
bad. Perhaps the extreme novelty, not to add liurry^ of writing all this poetry may be 
fome caufe of it: the intelligent reader will fee the places. Perhaps there may now be 
in all, three or four; thofe intended (as improvement) the fuperior reader will diftinguifli; 
the other Errata are not numerous; the greateft ar?, I think, yfhertjjfeck ftands forjpecies. 
Jitam for Tithonui in the portrait of Chlora^ and fome others of lefs confequence. 

posrscRjpr. 
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THUS then do I too at length fcem arrived at my " Jamque opus exegi:*^ 
To the additional part of the fentence, as I have no pretcnfion, fohave 
I indeed no inclination to, or want of it; entirely agreeing with friend Falftaff 
as to the benefit to-day y of me, who died yefierday. And yet is there a fome- 
thing too mcthinks within moft men, as well as myfelf, not entirely confonant 
to this fo very good rcafoning, which makes us averfe to the leaving behind 
us, for ever fo fhort a period of time, things that we do not feel fatisfied with 
whilft in beingi but, on the contrary, wifh to remain in memory as fatisfac- 
torily to oin* living minds as we can: from that principle do I now experience 
no flight fatisfafticMi in the having vented my thoughts as I have done, both 
in explanation of that produftion of fo many years back, with -its attendant 
circumftances that are ieen; as alfo with the additional and certainly connec- 
tive fendments, that all this (to me fo very novel) vehicle of verfe has fupplied 
me withj the whole expofing pretty amply whatever imperfeft ideas I may 
have entertained in my mind concerning our ftate aiid world j the fubjeft 
wKkJi Mr. FiKpe and Lord Bolinghroke^ among fo many others, have more or 
kfs confiderately or amply treated themfelves and recommended %o others. 
Mr. Pope'i^ cffeftivc Eflky fccms to have pretty well gained the. (inftion of 
jMefcription, through A period of not left than half a century. How far I have 
flicceeded in the attempt of examination of that work, as far as I have gone> 
(joined indeed with no fmall intermixture of my own along with it) it is not 
for me to decide: I have had but one guide therein, and, as it fhould feem, 
not one of mental ingenuity, jpowers» w £K:ukies> but of ftf ch facility as was 
dpea to <very one; fuch as tiequired rather ^m£f than wnr. And need I add 
the old hackmyed $erm of irniby to mark that Th«t was the one and 
only thing I make any pretenfions to. Should I therefore, at all, have ' 

efFefted 
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cfitfted the attempt, may I not quote on the occafion what I remember read- 
ing fomewhere of Sir W. Temple's anfwer to de Wity who^ on carrying over, 
if I do not miftake, the famous treaty of the triple alliance^ he had meditated, 
projefted, and concluded, in oppofition to the wretched French meafurea 
then purfued at Charles the Second's court, was, by ^^/,* complimented as 
the firftand greateft of ftatefmeni on which Sir William replied, *' Sir, you 
«' are pleafed to confider me as a man of infinite ingenuity, ability, and fupe-, . 
*' riority, for having projeftcd and efFefted this treaty; but indeed the inge-. 
*' nuity was all on the other fide of the queftion, for this was the mere natural 
*' courfe of things, which only followed that courfc, and effedtcd themfelves." 
And is this xio ways applicable to the fubjedt before us ? 

Shall I aflc you. Can water flow out of fire, or fire flame from water? 
You afk me in return, Can the queftion be made out of the walls of Bedlam? 

Oh, Pop! for you are my fubje<5t, you are my confideration, my ftudy, 
my objedt; you have I attended to, and if in diflent, it has been in the very ' 
caufe you have profefled, and to be fure meant, to fupport ; yourfelf and your 
talents I refpedt and honour, and have oflfered my mite of applaufe to them; 
nor can I fuppofe you would deny me your aflent to any thing I have ad* 
vanced, if, on re-examination, you found it was miftake or error in you, 
Bot you yourfelf y I had oppofedj and particularly, might I not add, if I had 
enforced my fentiments, not by aflfertion and opinion, but by validity and 
faft, equally liable to, equally indeed open to, every fi-eedom of fair con-, 
tradition. 

It is fecn that I have by no means gone through Mr. P^'s Eflay, or 
even touched upon Mr. Warton's annotations upon it, though I profefled to 
do both in a note not far preceding the conclufion of the poem. 

: This 
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This is very true; and certainly it is very irregular; yet if, through that 
irregularity, equal fatisfa6Hon be procured to both reader and writer, I will 
flatter myfelf that they are now fo far acquainted, as for irregularity not to 
be an objedion, if no pleafure (the enJ of every thing) be loft thereby. 

When I was got to the fubjefts that are feen, and where I determined on 
concluding my verfe, I fek averfe to the proceeding in them, as being, I 
feared, uncongenial to the minds o{/o many of the readers who might happen 
to take up the book; nay, I was grown to feel my poem enlarged upon me 
to too great, not to fay tirefome, a length. Is there not fome Greek fcn- 
tence that fays, ^' a great book is a great evil ?" Certainly I have, ever 
found a long Poem a very uninvidng objeft, and one I have hardly ever 
encountered. Can I poflibly then expeft my own not to have fuch effeft ? 
I have therefore, on recolleftion, fupprefTed verfe enough for perhaps nearly 
two more Cantos, which I had fcribbled through, as with the feme rapidity, 
lb very nearly, I believe, of the fame degree of merit or demerit with what 
my reader has feen, in purfuit of Mr. Pope's metaphyfics and their collaterals. 
This I fay I have fupprefled, refolving to give, as I now am doing, fome 
account of the projefted contents in a Poftfcript of profe, which muft, at 
leaft I hope, have the merit of variety and of contraft, if no other. 

John/on indeed fays, that Mr.P^^'s fubjedt was not calculated for verfe, but 
profe. As a critic, I muft here again take the liberty of differing from this 
opinion; and fo much fo, as to believe, that had Mr. Pope given forth his 
Eflay in plain profe, its fate would have been very different, even that of 
negledb and- oblivion, inftead of their ^contraries. A fentiment delivered in 
verfe makes a far different imprefllon on the mind (and is it not the mind^ 
not worhy that decides of merit?) than one delivered in profe, more elpe- 
cially of thofe awfiil kinds Mr. Pope treated. Lucrefius I can, without ever 
having read him, except indeed very lately fome of his horrid indecencies 

X in 
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ill Drydetiy and which as a critic I am foriy to fee in Dryden that he trans- 
lated becauje he liked them ; yes, I can imagine that Lucretius would never 
have gained the celebrity he has attained in profe, and this obfervation appears 
to me applicable to all didadlic performances : they (hould indeed be kept 
within due bounds, be well treated, and have their other requifites. 

Let me then come to what I had meant to fet forth, in addition to the 

four Cantos of Poetry I have delivered to my reader: Why, I certainly 

had meant (as I have juft faid) to go through with the fyftem of the 
Eflay ftill in verfe, and perhaps as far as five if not fix Cantos, — nay indeed, 
had efFedled it, — and not without the admiflSon (not effefted at prefent) of 
fome obfervations on what Mr. Warton has faid alfo upon it. Nor was it 
out of my mind to mix in collateral things as they might occur to me; 
fpecimens enough of which my reader has already feenj nay, and perhaps, 
agreeable to my fo capacious tide of RefleSiofiy to have joined in ftill other 
things no ways connefted with Mr. Pope's Efl&y; even in not only elucida- 
tion, but poffibly conjunftion with thofe numerous and exceedingly various 
remarks, critical or other, of my old work, which I have declared fo great 
a part of my motive for this publication, not to lay the greateft, to have 
confifted in, 

I hope I (hall keep this prefent profaic fubftitute within fome bounds; 
happy indeed if within the bounds oi JatisfaSiiony which, however attained, 
are always all that are or can be wanted. This I own, that as I feel my 
mind more free, and in a ftate more fii;nilar to the ftate it was in when in- 
dulging in its unconnected excurfions, fo Ihall I be tempted a little to ramble 
again J and fince not quite without fuccefe then, it gives me, I own, fome fort 
of encouragement and hope of a reception not entirely diffimilar now. My 
reader will pleafe to confider my prefent want of literary counfel, and a litde 
allow for iti for I am no book-maker, and this is a ftrange period to begin the 
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trade in. If thefe Iheets gain that moft uncertain of things, approbation 
enough to demand another edition, moft undoubtedly, reader, your offering 
will be made more worthy of youj nay, fliould that old book itfelf (which 
hasy I have found, fomehow or another happened to have gained fome place 
in your efteem) feem an objed in the public eye for being made more per- 
fe<5l than it is, that alfo will I endeavour to do, however little dcfirous I 
am to fet about writing, for my little reft of life; the wheels of which 
I luckily at prefent feel little, if at all, cither impaired or marred. 

Come we then, return we then again, to Mr. Pope^ whom I left in the 
middle of our poetical march even as old Hudibras did with his bear and 
fiddle: Mr. Pope lays down, (^^ paulum majora canemusi') yes, he lays down 
this as a fixed axiom or datum from whence to deduce very much indeed, 
and which we have all now fo long fcen, I mean, 

" God ads by GENERAL not by PARTIAL laws." 

And I fay to it — He then ads with a partiality that is more worthy of a 
devil. I fay more, who fays be does^ not who fays be does not, fpeaks 
blafpbemy. Surely Mr. Pope does not, has nor, all this while, been hanging 
at all on the wretched quibble to tbe eye of the term partial; with concern 
do I confefs my having had it at times glance acrofs my mind. 

This, my reader, fome of my readers at Icaft, will declare is very bold, 
not to fay rafh; nay, fome poflibly (la pauvre bumaniti^ as a very fehfiblc 
French acquaintance of mine formerly ufed to be continually faying) yes, 
even y&w<f among my orthodox ones, may perhaps exclaim this: fince they 
have, totally heterodox as it all is, been reading him thefe fifty or fixty years 
without objedion; and yet will not every confiderate znd /enjible man of 
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orthodoxy join with me in my alTertion? Does our religion fay this ? Does 
it not fay the diredl contrary? What fenfe, difcemment, &c. &c. may 
fay, or may not fay, in conjunftion with it, is not the prelent queflion; but 
this I will fay to every fed and every man, viz. If we agree, (as I will fup- 
pofe we all do) that the Deity is all Perfedion, all Beneficence, Goodnefs, 
Virtue, according to our ideas of it, as alfo AW-powetfid^ is it not a contra- 
didion in terms to fay that he voluntdrily and unmeritedly tears me or you 
to pieces, and at his pleafure? The orthodox man's compenfation and caufe 
for it is at leaft given; will he not join mc then, in contradiftion to Mr. 
Pope^ that the aflertion is rank blafphemy? That it is rank nonfenfe I am 
very certain ; and here then, in proof of bodi, let nae recur to the ientence 
I fet out with and left behind me, and not without your fenfible reply, if 
you pleafe to recoiled it ; and then I hope too to add, you mean to ftick 
to it ; here it is tranfcribed for your recoUedion, viz. 

" Gin water flow from fire, or fire flame out of water?" To which you 
juft now replied to me by this furely fenfible query, in your turn : " Can the 
<* queftion be made out of the walls of Bedlam?" 

Joined to this I had in my poetry added not a little more» but I will fup^ 
prefs it with all its defcrtptivenefs, amplification, or pathos, if any were there; 
it is all in truth fuperfluous, nay expletive. 

Mr. Giiton fays, and it is an abfolute truifm or felf-evident propofition, 
that " it is much lefs criminal to fay there is m Godf than to fay there is 
** one cruel^ partial, and nnjuji.** He alfo fays, I believe in the fame page, 
for I have not the book and words befixc mc, that Dn Prieftlef^ ftrange 
writings agaiuft religion (writings that want the afliftance oi friend Holmes 
ftrangely indeed ! not, in my humble opinion, any man's in Bedlam more) 

t Afe we ftiH 2t that wretched abje^ pafs to fzj and think it is/iv to canvas, turn, ezercife, our erery 
coAfidtfate funky about tiie Deity* at much, nay more riuin on any other objeft-j and that dni to Him 
(alas !) can be offenfive, and not dire^ly the contrary f And muft we alfo always decide on fimeihmg ? 
Never join the good old Philofopher, in-— « Ail I know is, that I know nothing.** 

are 
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are an alarm to the lawr of the land; and I fincerely join him in both aflcr- 
tions, not doubting but Mr. Gition's virtue and good fenfc would wifli to 
encourage both the religion and laws through the land. 

In regard to the evil mixed into our natures,* it is what every religious man 
fees and laments; nay, and furely, if with any underftanding, wanders at. 
I have ended my poem with fome few of its horrors. And in truth, why 
dwell upon them? But that it feems fcarce grave enough for our prefent 
drain, could one do better than couple here friend Holmes*^ univerfal axiom 
with that lately fct forth, of the impoilibility of fire pixxreedii^ from water, 
or water from fire, (/. e. cruelty and mifery from power and goodnefs) equal 
and univerfal truifms! and to which nothing in nature can be offered but 
silent? This, I will then alone do, and leave it there. As to dedudiotis, 
realbnings, &c. we have nothing at all to do with them, one way or another ; 
let us then have done with metaphyfics, and recover (if any of us have 
loft them) our fenfe^. And fo what more? — 

Why, I will ftill in Poftfcript-information beg leave to add, that I had a^ 
had in my mind quite unconnedled with them, orwith Mr.Pope^ in any refped; 
to proceed, as in intermixture with that old work I meant to explain, eluci- 
date, or join in with, by the introdudion of .other objecfts of REFLECTION 
that had or might occur to me, fo as to unite, and, as it were, incorporate 
the two works together; and indeed fo as for them to be lain together, not 
to fay bound together, by any one who had happened to be partial to the 
former one, and who then, methinks, might not unnaturally be not other- 
wife to this latter. Nfy own objeft then too was gained of confcioulhefs to 
my own mind, during the few years remaining of my exigence, that I 

* pn the 9rigut of evii feveral have written, and furely not among thofe who come tinder dear 
Sbakejp^are's defcription of " the elements ayf//mix'd," or the French ** EJfrits jufiis."" How any 
man can fit down tither to wrile or read oapr thing nvbativir on fnch a fiihjaft, it cren to me Aftontflung, 
my nature happening to be fo different ; but amMig diem all a brother gentkman-writer^ S, Jtnjns^ 
afioniihes me moft. Never in truth was the line of diilin^tion, between parts and frnfe^ more fairly 
drawn than many other of his produflions, befide this, (hewed it to be in him. 
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fliould leave behind me what fatisfied me during that period. As to any 
thing that might chance to be or not to be fuperadded afterwards, that is 
quite another confideration. My egotifm will, I hope, be fomewhat par- 
doned me. My reader will now foon be entirely releafed from it. And in 
regard to its garrulity, I have already faid how much too good an apology for 
me my Horatian reader might difcover in my favour, not to mention the 
good old Montaigne^ whofe example and authority I muft lay hold of as far 
as I can. 

And now that I have faid this, I own that I feel my hands free, the hands 
of my mind, as it were, free (if fo very odd an expreflion will be allowed me) 
fo as to indulge myfelf even as before in my own natural bent of letting loofe 
from it any idea that may prefent itfelf, even as formerly, without that ftrift 
adherence to connedion of fubjed that common compofitions require. No 
book-making art was there wanting — ^an art I was, and ftill am, I fear, not 
very well calculated for. Without fear of failure in it, I ftiall then, during 
the few more pages I meditate, hardily proceed with fome things I rather 
wifh to vent from my mind as reflexions belonging to it, more or lefs oppo- 
fite, perhaps, to received opinion; enough of which has already appeared 
through this work, as well as the other. And I will now, in confequence, 
immediately jump on one literary objedt of the kind which has the fandlion 
of both high critical opinion in particular, and long prefcription in general, 
in its fupport. I allude in faying this to MiltorC^ Paradife Loft, in a general 
view, as alfo to a (ingle paflage in it in particular, celebrated by Addi/on as 
the firft of poetical beauties orftrokes of genius.* The reader will recoUcdl 
my doubt as to one critique of Addi/oft's before in regard to a beauty of 
Milton ^^ and confidered in an early note of the poem, and has to be fure 
had his refleftion thereon, as he will again on this, whether in aflent or 
diflent to it. 

• Mclhinks I hear fome, pretty Scholar perbapSt here crying out, " I am furpriicd, Sir, you do 
" not Uke Addison !'* What can you do with fuch difccmcrs and diftinguiflicrs ? VHiy, take patience, 
I tliink. 

In 
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In regard to my critical obfervation, then, it is this, (and this alfo is in a 
note in the fuppreflTed verfification of my meditated Canto) viz. that to nie 
Milton's famous Paradife Loft is the moft exceptionable of compofitions : — 
Why, and how ? Every where, and all over. 

What arc the requifites and beauties of poetry? Of an Epic poem parti- 
cularly? Surely imagery, natural grandeur of fubjed, and of allufipn; of 
language too, and appropriation of the language to that fubjed: ; and not 
only of juft adaption of all the ornaments belonging to it, as above 
marked, but of exaltation and improved excellence from them. Yes fure, 
your every image, your every fimilitude, your every allufion, ftiould not only 
grace, but heighten, and then add luftre to its every particular part or par- 
ticular belonging to it : but here every one of thefc things does, and necef- 
farily muft, efFc(5t exa^ly ibe contrary^ — debafe and lower it. Can Mount 
Vefuvius or i^tna add force to any mountain, volcano, or other thing, in 
confideration that it can be applied to in the poet's defcription? Muft not, 
on the contrary, that which in every other poem is to fill your mind with 
fublimity, here fink and difgrace it even to ridicule? Your Lion, what idea 
of terror can he improve? Your Niagara with its fall, your Miffiflippi 
with its flow, your Seas oi Ice, your Cedars with their beauties or their 
exaltations, your earthquakes, your volcanos, your every fublimity, what 
can you do with one or all of them, but turn them to boys' fcarccrows, 
puddles^ or ditches, or bonfires and crackers, and fo on to the end of your 
chapter? 

But then, if all this were paflTed by, can the tafte of your mind fatisfy 
itfclf with real armour placed on Jhadow and inanity, with guns and gun- 
powder to deftroy that inanity ? As to the admiflion of your powder and 
cannon at all, both invented t'other day. That, w'onderfully abfurd as it is, 
I could infinitely eafier pafs than the reft; in fliort, need I go farther to 
particularize abfurd ity, where every thing is, and of ncceflity muft be, 
abfurd? — Since writing the above, and in the intervention of its coming in 
a ftiect from the prefs, I happened, in dipping into Addifon after the paflagc 
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below I could not find, to fee one of the angels I dcfcribcd, in all his in- 
tended grace and glory, as refcmbling Maias/on, which is, I think, Afrr- 
cury. And does no one's Jenfiiive plant of tafte even fhrink and ihudder at 
the touch ? What ! a real divinity coupled /d, exalted by^ a pagan and poor 
imaginary one ! 

But in another point of view, has no one, efpecially of one fwt of men, 
felt, and made, objedion; I mean nolefs than in the frightftil article of blaf- 
phemy ? A fpecch firom God, a fpeech in converfation with God ; — a fpeech 
from Chrift, a fpeech from the devil? What if I alked the fuppofed effedl 
of all this, tranflated in Ptrfia, China, &c? Does nothing of the " Incredulus 
odr come in here? One might go on much farther with this, but it would 
draw to too great length. 

In laying this, no one will furely arraign me as a traducer of Mi/tan as a 
poet ; yes, I can even believe (fee back what I know and have told of my 
fellows) that fome may, however confounding thereby every idea of con- 
fiftency, and every fentiment of nature. No, Milton I refped{ very much as a 
poet, without ever having much read him ; but what I have feen or heard 
of his Allegro and Penferofo, his Comus, &c. &c. to me prove him thus 
rclpedlable. Whether in Pope or any other, I may allowably have ftrong ob- 
jedtion to fome particular pallages, approving in general; in Milton, I have 
objedion to a particular I will name, exclufive of all the above, to me de- 
feats of choice; yes, and even while that particular part lobjed: to is given 
forth as a ftriking beauty, and again by that great critical authority Adds/on i 
dill regardlefs of names and authority. Let my reader here be informed, 
that I cannot find my pallage of Milton I allude tO; and perhaps no great 
harm, fince it would ftill delay that conclufion I am writing fo hard to ob- 
tain, my printer now waiting only for this my Poftfcript for our deliverance. 

Suffice it then to fay, that the paflage was where the fign Libra was intro- 
duced, and compared with God's compafles, and to my tafte and judgment, 
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as far as I recolleQ, in general, even with the higheft abfurdity. This many 
years ago I had occafion to particularize in writing, and to flicw it to a man 
of quality ftill alive, and a very good judge of literature, an'd he completely 
agreed to my obje<flions ; I remember them not now at all exactly, but fo 
far I remember, that the ideal and 7iominal Libra, or compafles, of the Zodiac 
are brought as comparative to real compafTes of God himfelf, wherewith to 
wdgh I forget what imaginary thing belonging to metaphor: reality, and name 
or fancy, (nay fure and quibble, for is the fign Libra more like fcales than 
a perriwig ?) all jumbled together in fo prepofterous a manner (muft not 
any manner be fuch) as could become Bedlam alone ; and this Addi/on extols 
to the Iky. The curious reader may perhaps find or know the paflage, and 
then judge for himfelf more particulafly than I can hereby give him to do. 
When too, and where, may it not be fuperadded, was the very name or idea 
of Libra at all introduced to our knowledge? 

I ftoop, or pretend to ftoop, may it not be faid, to great game; and what 
petty hawker may not do it to fmall game? But metaphor apart. Is it not, 
I had almofl: faid, a national concern not to give its feal and fandtion of ap- 
probation to objeds undeferving of them? And might not even the whole 
literature of the nation fufFer revifion: for where does not authority and falfe 
tafte creep in? Often I confefs it, as I have been reading things of high ge- 
neral eftimation, have even my poor fingers itched in a manner may, how- 
ever, be a little gueffed at by my prefcnt infpedors. But is it not manhood 
and nature's concern not to fix our opinions and tafles on other people's judg- 
ments inftead of our own, which can alone command them? What I offer in 
criticifm of Pope, &c. is my own at leaft, fubmitting it with every humility 
to that of every body's elfe, and only defiring the fame freedom I grant to 
all around me. 

Too long furely has Pope reigned as a philofopher and didadic writer. 
If I have thought him even mod completely the contrary, I have at lead 
given my reafons for it all through, and Ihould have had many more to 
offer had I purfued my plan of verfification. This I will own, that as I 
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have gone on in the examination, I have aftoniflied my own felf, fo far as 
even from the very quantity and fort of error and contradi(5tions, and futility 
I have fallen upon, to doubt fomewhat of my reprefentation of them ,- fincc 
furely (have I faid to myfelf) all the world cannot have overlooked all this 
fo long, nay, have applauded it ! Have I not then, myfelf, (has my foliloquy 
continued) overlooked and miftook no where, where I am not aware of it? 
Certainly I have, and can have, no intercft in finding defedls in Mr. Pope^ 
or any one elfe; and Ihould this work happen to gain confequence enough 
to be taken notice of in reviews, or elfewhere, even my curiofity will be 
gratified in feeing things in favour of Mr. Pope from any of his prefent 
friends or admirers, which I now do not fee or know any thing of. I mean, 
however, in reprefentation, not of friendftiip, habit, and fo on, but of truth. 

Defedive to no fmall degree, I think, his Eflay muft at all events remain ; 
and confequently the above related afionifhment impoflible to be quite done 
away. I have really reflefted a good deal upon it, and on the footing of, 
and in conjundion with, whatever may have been faid or thought of, either 
by Mr. Pope or myfelf, through the paft pages, relative to his, and in con- 
fequence my own fubjed, 

" the fiudy of Mankind is Man." 



If I am at all right in what I fay, both of Mr. Pope and his judges, of fb 
many years back, I would really alk if it flings no new light on that fubjcQ;, 
MAN ? To me it has, I muft own, done fo, and I will beg leave to ftop at 
this place longer than I had hoped to do in this my P. S. 1 fo ardently wifti 
to fee an end of, tired, fatigued, as my mind is, in truth, with my fubjeft; 
ihen how much more with the ungenial drudgery I am at once fo unfit for, 
and foncceflitatcd to undergo, I mean in refped: to the mechanifm of putting 
letters, fyllables, fentences, flops, &c. &c. right in the printing them ; all 
lying heavily on my own fhoulders. And fay, all you, with accumulated 
niys of genius, to him who may perhaps have caught here and there one, 
the ill lucjc, on fuch occafion, to have done fo. 

But 
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But what 1 allude to is fo very material to the grand fubjefl and objeft of 
conlidcracion propofed by Mr. Pope^ viz. ** The Judy of Mankind is Man^' 
nnd confcquently the definition, knowledge, afccrtainment of his nature, as 
far as we can gain it; (a thing really and truly ^ perhaps, ridiculous to think 
of, as fo much too liable to Sbakefpeares query, ** Tell mie, Brutus, can you 
fee your face.") As, I fay, this is fo material, (to our fancy at leaft) I am very 
defirous to fay a word or two in regard to a char^tdcriftic part of m^n in- 
deed, I mean \yhether he is properly to be confidered ^ rational or injiin^ive 
creature. It may have been obferved I have harped not a little oii this al* 
ready, tho' not very dilHndively, nay, have brought inftances, particularly 
where Hope is concerned, to fliew him manifeftly the latter. Yet I have 
too, in another article, brought inJlinSI and reafon together, drawing the 
line between them, defining each, and (hewing demonftratively their dif- 
ferent charadleriftics and natures; I mean where, in oppofition to my friend 
Priori authority, I refufe reafon to the creatures as an adluating principle, 
and give it to man, as is there feen. 



How then is this? Is there no contradiftion in it? Let me in this confi- 
deration offer this query; If reafon be an adluating principle in us, can it 
be fo at one time and not at another? And dill more, ^dd this query; Can 
it ever (I fay ever) refufe its aflent to a queftion or propofition laid before 
in which is one of demonftration to its poffeflbr's own underftanding and 
fenfes ? I fay his own; for that is very material, fmce a thing ever fo certain, 
ever fo clear per fe, if not the fame to me, can never be expefted to be re- 
ceived, adopted by me. On the other hand too, if my nature be fuch as 
not to ittf elf -evidence, I know not how I can be defined a rational animal. 

I beg leave to refer to my quondam work on this occafion; and I hope it 
now will be called neither pride nor afFecftation, nor impropriety, though at 
firft it may have been obferved I felt a fort of delicacy in doing it; 
many of my adual fentences having been, though undefignedly, involved 
in my vcrfe almoft nominally, and many others in fpirit and tendency;* 

* While I am writing all this, I am feeling too how much I want my authority of old Mmtaigni 
to fupport me' 

Y 2 but 



[ i6o ] 

but here the two works fecm incorporated together, fo as for the mention 
of the one to be almoft virtually mentioning the other. Let the reader 
then pleafe to attend to the following fentences : 

*• There are, methinks, two forts of underftandings ; one naturally, and 
*' almofl: mechanically, comprehends two objefts at once, the efFed and the 
" caufe, and is dilTatisfied with the firft whatever it be, till it fees the fecond. 
" The other fees only the firft, and feeks not, wants not, to fee the fecond. 
<• The laft of thefe underftandings may fee truth of tenet than the firft, but 
*' the firft will certainly miftake falfehood for truth Jeldomer:" 

And alfo (I beg pardon) this ; viz. " You would know how a man talks x.o 
* judge of his underftanding, and yet poflibly, however great the paradox, 
the very contrary might be lefs fallible; the knowing how he hears might v 
fliew it you much better: there is a kind of mechanical flow belonging 
to man's converlation, which, when put in motion^ goes perhaps roundly 
and ingenioufly, and yet feems fometimes lefs the operation of reafon than 
habit; he may at the fame time be deftitute of the faculty of dividing, 
weighing, diftinguiftiing, and judging. Hearing then may perhaps be 
more the teft of fenfe than /peaking.'' 

And now I have been at the trouble of writing this, (this laft fentence I 
mean) I perceive that it is exadly what I wrote t'other day without knowing 
it; I mean in the critical ideas I pretty minutely indulged myfelf in when 
following Mr. Pope's Effay en Criticijm ; but if true, no matter where they 
arc, and ftill lefs how often or much repeated."* 

As 

* It is very true that I wrote, if not thefe words, tlieir purport, in that long cridcal note the reader hat 
feen, and ftme^ I prefume, read ; but I might have been more explicit than my ufual hurry gave me to 
be : I would fay then here, that my idea of your critic and judge you may apply to for his opinion q£ 
your performance (let it be, for inilance, my own firft Canto) is, that he ftiould give it you not in a 
lump or in general, but line for line, or at leaft thought by thought, even through the inconflderable ones; 
and juft (as to nmde I mean) the fame as I have done by Prior in my quotation of him, only ilill more 
fully \ elfc how is it poffible for you to appreciate your performance, or (I moft aflurcdly muft add) your 
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As to what is faid in the laft fentence, it is what I very truly think, nay 
and continually experience, not, if I may be allowed to add it, continually 
to the exaltation of the mind or nature, or if you pleafe rationality (in my 
own opinion at leaft) of my pradlitioner. And to any doubting fuperior 
man, as to my teft^ I can only recommend to himfelf the trial, as he to be 
fure then will to his own fclf— recommend its refult or confequences. 

As to the previous fentence, as ftill refpefting our, whether inftinflive or 
rational, nature ; I have not a little altered my way of thinking about it 
fince firft writing it. I had ufed to think, that (in a general view) men did 
require the two things to fatisfy their own underftandings, or at leaft that. 
they were diffatisfied on inftances of their own/elves feeing them a/under i but 
I have not a little changed my opinion, (fhall I fay my fyftem, if it any how 
could be called one?) for formerly I ufed to feel even hurt, fomehow, for my 
antagonift in argument, on whom demonftration had not its efFed, as thinking 
it even difhoneft (as it were) in him, fince he, I thought, imft fee and feel that 
as myfelf. But I now fee the contrary fo univerfal, (I mean with people of 
knowledge and parts) as no more to talk of my two forts of underftandings, 
but to bring the general to one fort onl}\ which I will indulge myfelf by 
calling the Unitarian ; and the rational adopter of the firjl fort, to come in 
only among the exceptions. To fay I never fee it otherwifc, would be too 
much, nay improper. Yet who ever finds a yielder of pre-adopced 

critic his critical powers ? His faying in general it is*fine proves nothing, anymore than that is not fine o^ 
bad That part he efteems fine may be taken in fome falfe, the" to him fine light, and contrarywife. And is 
not you rcritic, if he purfues his office, himfelf become the objc£l of criticifm ? He is certainly at bh ti ial 
in turn, and it may be an ordeal one; I have known it fuch, nay, where the heat of the plovv-fhares had 
not quite loft iheir cffe^. I have faid, really and virtually full often, that bearing was the great teft of 
fenfe, and (in the prcfent maxim) bonv, I only then here beg to fay once and for ever, never imagine 
you have judged of any work whatever, or expeft any one to fay you have, till you write down and f!ie\v 
bonv you feel c^ery fentiment you are to be judge of, as the component parts that mufl make up your 
whole ; and its noerits, both in general and particular, as alfo you have or have not that rare power ot 
following your author wherever he goes ; and are capable of adopting that critical injunflion of Papers, 
than which in his life he never delivoxd a truer and a better, viz. " to read with the fame fpirit that the 
writer *wrott,^\ 

opinion 
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opinion to, even, demonftration ?\ I have, fome time back, put the revcrfc 
down as the general nature or inftindl of man. Little petty things I know 
men change about continually, but that is not what I mean; their entire 
converfation and life could not go on without thai. 

I once had a literary difpute with a man of letters, who had adopted the 
notion of animals being aduatcd by reafon; I brought exadly the argu- 
-ments that are in my note about the inftindt of the creatures, in an early note in 
the Poem. He granted me that cortfcioiiffiefs^ refleSIion^ and choice^ were the real 
conftituents of reafon; nay, and that the animals had neither. Yet we remained 
cxadly where we began, after much indeed ahout it and ahut it. — I now then 
fct down that mind as inflin^ive by nature. And will not the poffeflbr of the 
contrary and confequential underftanding grant that my own mind mud be 
unconfcquential, if I do not do fo? And not, what all thefe Unitarians (as 
I call them) will necelTarily do, call it prefumption in me ; and the arrogance 
of expedling other people to bend to my opinion. With another literary 
man I have over and over contended, that Jobnfon^ great compound words, 
more efpecially when indifcriminately ufed, and even on the loweft fubjecSs, 
mull be called very falfe taftc, and bad writing. I allowed completely the 
refinement, nay, continual depth of the fentiment, nay, beauty of ftyle too 
occafionally; and this I believe has been pretty nearly the judgment of the 
mod acknowledged men of tafte many years back, through the kingdom, 
in fo much as for the opinion to be, if not demonftration^ fo near it as to juftify 
fome tenacioufnefs at leaft. Mine was fuch as to fall under the above cenfure, 
inftead of gaining over one inch of literary ground. The fame as to the 
great man's famous Didlionary, than which furely there never was a more 
ftriking example of the book being judged from the man, inftead of the 
man from the book; (could not a gentleman who (hall be namelefs be given 

>. as a fomewhat contrary example?) for furely a more defective book than 
y, that Didlionary feldom has been committed to the publick eye. I will con- 

t opinion, however abfurd, is free to aU tkc world, and whoever refufes me mine is neither more nor 
lefs than impertinent. 

fefs 
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fefs here that lad year happening to take up a Gentlematis Magazine^ wherein 
I had (totally uninformed of the event) the agreeable furprize of feeing that 
an undertaking was going forward by a Mr. Crofts for a new Englifli 
Dictionary, and that feveral letters with hints and obfervatigns had been 
written therein to that gentleman from various literary people ; I felt, I fay, 
a fincere fatisfaclion in the intelligence ; for I have long thought it even a 
national concern, though infinitely more a continental one; I mean in regard 
to the poor foreign gentlemen who are ftudying our language ; and whether 
that work was liable to miflead ibem or no, let this merry anecdote fliew, 
viz. That I knew a young lady fome time ago who fat down, from fun, to 
write a letter to a female friend, which (he filled with very proper fenfc or 
matter, but clothed in all the ftrange words fhe could find in John/on^ de- 
fcriptive of her ideas; and fo contrived it (and fairly) that her friend, though 
a very fenfible young lady, did not comprehend a finglc word of her cor- 
refpondent's letter. Let any one (I have made two or three unfufpedling 
literary men do fo to convidion — ** feeing is believing") only open the book 
in any place he pleafes, and then judge, I mean not only in refpe(St to what 
is here alluded to, but enough indeed befides. 

As I am got into fo colloquial and defultory a ftrain, and fo much indeed 
a la Montaigne* I will even in addition tell my reader, that on feeing this 
new plan, and feveral literary men's attendant letters in my Magazine, I e'en 
took up my pen myfelf i^^* fecit indignatio**) and fat down to hurry a letter off" 
myfelf on the fubjeft, which I immediately difpatched to the Editor of the 
Magazine, and it may, if my prefent reader is at all curious, be now there 
fcen in the Appendix to their annual coHedlion of lad year, (or, I forget, 
perhaps, the year before) under the fignature of A. B. C. 

• For the fake though only of the numerous copyifts of French in our capital, (though not quite 
forgetting their poor readers either) and who may perchance tell you here and there he underftan(!s French 
as £ngli(h, I would beg leave to recommend fome little enquiry ere this idiomatic expreflion be put into 
our Englifh, left he fliouM chance to tranflate it^0 ta diable. 

Well 
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Well then, to return to my proffer of critique, to my literary injihi&ivc 
friend, it was equally looked on as defamation and irrationality; — and all 
my admiration of the Ramblers, which with mc is almofl adoration, of no 
nvail at all. But this may be added in regard to our whether injiinff or rcafon^ 
that the Ramblers even were, before the acquired nanie^ in oblivion and neg- 
ledl, and after the name this Didionary cried up to the fkies. 

A few more words dill as to my itijiin^. And, that man has not an abfo-- 
hitc PRINCIPLE of rationality within him, few men (no matter whether of 
inftinft or rationality) will now-a-days I believe difpute me; however he to 
be furc docs (till define himfelf^ in oppolition to the animals, a rational 
animal: he alfo plumes himfelf in " being the only animal gifted with laughter^'* 
to which a certain book, juft then meaning to be fure to be a little arch or 
dry, puts the query of, " And is he not alfo the only one deferving to be 
" laughed at?** The reply can hardly be in the negative: and then further 
might it not be alked, whether the admiflion no ways involves that of 
non^rationality along with it?* 

In the common offices of life, no doubt, it mufl: appear that we are 

adluated by reflection or reafon ; yet let us a little examine even them. 

Your fervant waits behind you at table; you fay to him — ^John, give me a 
glafs of wine: What does he do? he hears you, gives his momentary 
REFLECTION, is CONSCIOUS that he does fo, and CHUSES or de- 
termines, to do what his REASON has jufl: told him he fhould do: here 
then he (hevi's himfelf a rational animal. And fuppofe I (hould difpute you 
this?— Let us put it, that you fay— Pray John, give me balf2i glafs of wine;— 
he brings you a whole one. — You doubt this.^ I wifti we had a bett upon 
it, or rather I wifli I had through pafl: times had fome wager upon it with 
you; many a one (hould I have won of you, as you would of me, if taking 

• I wifli I could poflibly join my reader with mc in not giving ill this account of our /peciet ourfclvct ; 
but as defcripti'Vi only of, and no ways in arraignment, or attack, or anger at the fpecies ; it is a part 
of ourlelvcs, and I wiih to confider it as I would a tree, a table, or any other thing. 

my 
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my fide* Now- granting die fedl (arid I will bring you hundreds of them 
or (imilar ones) . you wiU not afk my reaibniitg and oontlafion from it. 

Let me put a cafe from a creature, whether in commft w agreement vrith 
it. — I have a favtmrite fquirrd in my little garden; fome firie day I leave i. 
parcel of nuts with him; I go to fee n^y fquirrel next day, 6t the fame, and 
i find the nuts all gone; I know not- whatis become of therti, as he could not 
have eaten them ,- however, before I leave the garden, I perceive my fquirrd to 
go to a corner of it, where Idifcover he had fcratched the earth and hid 
his nuts, fo as for no maid or animal to be at aH likely to find them. This 
t fay is very clever of my fquirreh and leave Mni. 'Some time after I tak* 
the fquirrel into my chamber, w!itre I aWb give ' him mits; and Ibon aftef I 
fee him take his nuts to one corner of the room,t then fcratch and paw the 
bare floor for fome tim^ and put his nuts in the fpot, (rf* courfe juft as 
confpicuoufly as they were in their place before. 

And now give me the didSecencc of the two ftaud Qp0ratiiH)&; and woul4 
fiot refledion or reafon have carried John to bring the ikt^f glafs of win^, 
not the wMe one, equally as it would have (hewn the fquirrel that fcnuching 
where there was no eaith could not be the means of coiKrealing his nurs? 
No, the mind has a general fort of percuflion aiout a» glfils of wine, and 
praftice, habit, what you pleafe, procure you what you do not a(k for, viz. a 
ivhole glafs of wine, not Iw^ a glafs. 

Things of this fort, without going after thetn^ I experiences continually; 
and fo does, I fuppofe, every one dfe. One other, however, I will teU, which 
had a worfe efFe£i: on me than my whole glafs of wine, and not lefs a proof 
of my inftin<9ivaiefs, or, if you will, non^onUderatenels or irrationality. 

Some years back I had occafion for a handfome (and I chofe it to be a 
compleatly fafhionable) vis-a-vis ; for it was to carry with me abroad for 

t This very h£k I haye often ften, and my reader will recoiled it introduced in the fira.Q;|9|l3o^ , ^ 

Z a town- 
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a town^quipage. I afked leave of Lord Holdemefs^ our then Minifter of 
State, with whom I then lived in a good deal of familiaritjr^ (and let me, in 
refpeA to his memory, (ay here, that never was a more pieafing as well as 
reipedbble charadler; for he united all the grace and dignity of the cour- 
tier, and this was acknowledged in more than one court abroad, with 
excellent fenfe and ftill more excellent tafte, and not one grain of party- 
fpirit, joined to all the pleafantnefs and freedom of worldly Englifli fociety ;) 
I fay he lent me his vis-a-vis ; it was a French and mod elegant one ; and 
I put it in my coach-maker's hands, who promifcd to build a carriage 
for me that fhould at lead equal it, and to follow, which I particularly re- 
commended to him, moft cxadHy my model. The body and carriage were 
to be built here, and gilt and decorated at Paris. 

After a certain time my coach-maker came to me with a fmile of content 
not to fay exultation, at what he had done; I think I fliall have pleafed your 
Honour; I am very glad to hear it, I only wilh it the feme as my model: 
a fmile ftill more felf-fatisfaAory. Well, when (hall I hav^ it home? When- 
ever your Honour pleafes : I hope in God it is all done right. God blefs your 
Honour, you (hall fee what ajob\ have done for you; Lord, t'other is no- 
thing to it: If it be but as well, I (hall be fatisfied. My artift withdraws, 
iUU fmiling with content and felf-complacency ; fome days after appean 
our vis-a-vis ; it was no more like Lord Holdemefs*^AhAn any other you met 
in the ftreet; twifted and cut in its body to his idea of grace and fa(hion, &c. 
&c. &c. and above all, inftead of the play of the long French carriage, one 
with the fore and hind wheels almoft meeting from the (hortnefs of its car- 
riage, in order t& follow like a ftage coach. There, {slJ^ he, your Honour, is^ 
a job for you ; I believe the French noblemen will take a little notice of it: 
A job? Why, God's my life, (I fear it was fomething nearer to an oath) I am 
got into a fine fcrape with you and your jobs. Why, how would your Honour 
have got along the French ruts* with that clumfy thing; you might as well 

* The EngSfi nits were then often very deep and troublefome^ being before mveh turnpikes and any 
hroad wheels. 

draw 
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draw a caftle, your Honour. And what the devil was that to you, did not I 
tell you to make it exadlly the fame? I could not, pleafe your Honour, as an 
honeft man, put fuch work out of my fhop; your Honour is angry with me» 
and yet I defy ButlcTy or any of them all, to put fuch a job out of their hands. 
In Ihort, I was to leave the kingdom in a few days, and when I got to Paris it 
coft me a hundred pounds to uke my job to pieces, lengthen the carriage, 
and cobble it up as well as I could. 

And what do you call this man's confideratenefs and rationality? If you 
know of, or believe in, no iimilar cafes^ all I can lay is, we differ much in 
our Hifiory of Man. 

A few more examples I believe in pointy nay^ perhaps curious to thoic 
who never turned the'u*. minds to thefe^I confefs it) very unneceflary objeds^ 
I will mention; and I begfirft to aik, whether you do not> notwithftanding 
my two ^duced inftances of inconfideratenefs^ inattention to caufe and efie£t> 
^d therefore of inftindtive agency rather than of ratiocination in the two* 
certainly uninformed, unimproved charafters, of my footman and coach- 
maker, ftill contend that yourfelf, and other people in general, are aftuatcd 
by motives of confideration arid reafon (according to my own account of 
thofc faculties) in all the common occurrences of life ? Whether for inftancc 
ypy dp not take up your book to read, fit down to your harpfichord, look at 
the notes of your mufic-book before you, and after confidering them, (HI! 
follow your reJUliion^ and play the notes which that reflcdtion gives you the 
meaning of? Whether you do not take a walk to your friend, at his houfc^ 
or lodgings, through a number of ftrects and turnings, all from your know- 
ledge and refUSHon^ which empower you fo to do ? And if I grant this, (as 
who can deny it) how not (fay you) put things as I myfelf put them, when 
diftinguifhing and defining both inftindt and reafon? The Bird, you add> 
takes his flight, perhaps regularly, from one part of the ifland to a diftant 

Z 2 onej 
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one, without (fix>m all appcarajtce to us) the rcfledion or , even confcioufhefs' 
of his doing fb. Surely your walk to your friend^ Wheie fo much reflcfbion 
feems wandag, cannot be put on the fame footing. Nature (lay you) furely 
never afhiated yoti in any one of the adduced inftanccs.in this mechanical 
manner, nor cvercan:-— Suppofc I anfwer to all diis, that nature not only 
may or can fo aftuate you, but that Ihe has, yes, fo adhiated you yourfdf, 
\n every one of the inftances above fet forth. - Vou ftar^j and now then 
liften.— Though I will begin by hardily infoiming you, that maugre your 
aftoniftimcnt, yourfel^ yes, yoUtfelf Ihall inftantly acknowledge to me that 
I fay true, and that yourfelf have experienced this blind mechanifm quite 
equally with the creatures we agree to be adluated thereby. 

i/. I arte you if you never took lip a book to reid, whedicr in tbWn'cr 
cbUntry, dr alone fll^tiy, or to your fiiend* br fKends afoudj a book ist 
intereft or entertalnmentj and then never came to ibme paff^ where your 
rrtirtd \^andered; and though you flill read every Word through half or a 
^o\t page, and ^Wfe fkirly, truly, and diftinftly, reading cvety werdj'not- 
know the kafi of its ferife, any more diah if you were doing ibniediing ^Ift^, 
afid h^/ rtadihg? Still more, i^ you havenever dofee this cveitin^appoffcfeii * 
to yotlr own will, defirei and intention? Saying, pcrfiaps,— * Hang it^ I 
« can't fik rtiy attendon to that paflTage, let me read it againj* then do i<^ and 
//// not fix It ? Yet, taark, read the wordt peffe6tly right at At fame time ! ; 

How much other people do this I cannot poflJbly knfow: l^ht'otfitte'do it 
Ihave been not only told but have feen; nor am 1 COnfcious of any vety pan- 
ticular inftances of abffences in niyfelf on fuch occufionsj I have, I bdieVQ 
more than fpme, and tefs than others. This'tnuft be very much guefs; n6r. ia 
it material for the number, fo long as dny inftance of the faft is granftisdr 
that fadt you doubtlefs grant, and if you do, it is, you allow, enotigh. 

%dly^ And 
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o,dly. And I fancy I am already anfwered^ and in the affirmative; fince I 
diink every reader of intelligence will grant andoWn, that like my/elf^ it has^ 
happened to him to walk a confiderable way along the wrpng (Ireet he meant 
to go^ from poffibly the cauie, if not ibme other> of his friend having, 
changed his lodging; fo that his ^d habitual yf^ to the former one^ a^atjcd 
htm to go the fame again infenlibly to himfel£ Nayj and by the by^ does 
that iame kabit^ in more th^n one inftance befide^ fay nothing for me .and 
my queftiojl ? And by the by, what do you fay to frejence of mind? U there, 
nothing at all mechanical there ? But to look after other inflances is- need?, 
lefs ; one is a^ good as a thoufand. 

2dly. Yet as to this third inftance, has not every body feen the harpfi- 
chord 6r fiddk-jdayer intermpted or fpoken to by fomcone, whilft playihg 
in his concert; attend to thaC perfon, perhaps fpeak to him^ and play his: 
mtjfic on, and' keep^his* time the fame, 'vMk attending to tliat peribn, and' 
cortfequently not at all to his own bufmefs? Mow far, on other occa(i6h^^ 
he pfaysUnd thihfcs 6f fomcthing die at the time, I cannot fay, though fittfw 
attalogy with die cafe of the reader^ I conclude he does. 

Is not all this enough? Go, however, to the Smnihile, the fleep-walkefr 
lodk at that miracle; (alasl^ what* is not within our jft;^ fcnfes, and -wanting* 
perKapsffit, brfixteen, WiicaU'ttiitacfc^ you kftowlie wdk^'all 

'dver the hotife, unlock^ httlf k'doten doors, lights his ftre poffibly, goes up 
flairs, down ftau-^, all juft as lafely as if aWake; nay, 1 remember an ac- 
count (and why not a true one, you fbollfh or cunning doubteri' Wlro fcno\>r 
not what analogy means, and nevet-perhaps feafohed \n your life?) of i man 
going to the river to bathe and take a£ fwhn, piitting dtf his clothes, then on, , 
and dieh widking home aiid going ttf Bed ahd ehd hls'ni^t's fleeji. 

'"■By 
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By what power (and this fecms fomething of a different fort or principle) 
the dog, carried in a coach or even baflcetone hundred miles^ finds his wxy 
home, who fhall fay ?— (One hundred or ten is all one; nay, if following a 
man and horfe all the way, it would be all one, however the ia/tef (trikes 
you J for could you remember 100 miles of road ?) Even horfes will do it. And 
I might have wilhed more than once in my life for my philofophy at the time, 
when lofl and wandering about the downs half fomc bad night after hunting 
orfome other occurrence, fo as to leave it to mine, without guiding, to get 
back, inftead of preferring myfelf. 

So much for our inftindl and reafon, and indeed here is enough of it. 

On the whole, I will finally fay this, — ^That if I am to pronounce, whether, 
man is to be defined a rational or inftinSlive animal, I fhall certainly pro-; 
nounce him the latter; that he is not a rational animal, from innate and abfblutC; 
PRINCIPLE, fifty things in this book, and many otl^ers, as well as num^ 
berlefs things we fee all day and every day, demonftratively prove; and what isv 
remarkable, many where not onlyintereft and felfUhnefs dpii^tget by it, but 
lojei there are many fuch human incentives; and what does any one think of 
that of rejeffcion of things blown upon, where perhaps you may buy ibme- 
thing you want at half its value, and very likely give for fomc other fimilar 
to it more than the whole value, after? I have fometimes^ thought myfelf 
in luck by meedng with fomething blown upon; nay, in procuring any things 
or parting with any thing, if you do not contrive to fliew appearance that 
you do not want the bargain, you will, have no chance to deal, however 
advantageous perfaaj^ to your treater. A dead perfoh's cSt&s are fold for 
what you pleafe, as are a rich live man's, who is known not (9 ca^e^ while 
a poor mate's the contrary; and all tojthe injury of your intere^, (ibere lies 
the curiofity) who are to treat and want to treat. This is the true bijiory of 
mWi if you want to know it, and there arc numberlefs cafes in point of the 
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fkmt, and that man would gain by in adopting, but does not; but I will 
not look after them j it is late in the day, and I want to get to the end of 
my journey. 

As to feveral other inftances which I may have lately given in com- 
mon occurrences, where I may not have been able, and cannot expofe 
caufes for finding them to be not what they appear i yet I own I fu(pedt diem 
all to be only a Juperiorjort of inftinft, above that of the creatures, who 
alfo in their turn ihew marks of reafon, though it is really ftill injiinff. Men 
have continual inftindtive catches of cunning and fufpicion one agaioft the 
other, and often when neither are confcious of it; nor does a literary cor- 
refpondence hardly pafs without them, and perhaps almoft always without 
varyifig with circumftancesy &c.i fome, to be fure, neceflary, but the lefs the 
better, and I believe they arrln proportion as natures are fuperior or inferior. 
The nearer you are to darknefs, of courfe the greater will be your fufpicion 
and apprehenfion of objects around you. Could one but gain that finglc 
thing of man's bearing you,* what gain to himfelf! — but n0(, at beft you only 
pull a fpring back, which returns after to its place again; how often, after 
your DEMONSTRATION given, do you find the fame to be given again 
to the fame man ? and I mean this in perhaps writers of even ingenuity. Let 
me end all this, (become verbiage) with this one remark, comprehenfible and 
conclufive to all the world, (I mean ftill thofc who can fee and refleft even 
/o far) in Ihewing — that man has not 2i principle of reafon in him. I mean-j- 
the univerfal adoption of a religion, of fuch incoherence, contradiftion, and 
abfurdity, as nothing among mad people can at all exceed, and this in aU 
ages, and all civilized countries; nay, and what pins you abfohitely if you 

• When I fay bearings I mean both Uftening and atif*weru^f and both tmlf, tXMSHj at iaid in the 
Maxim it is taken firom, feme pages higher. 

t While I advance this, Ihowever ddire to fling tiiis in, in pareitfiieiis, that if Mr. F^wiU change 
his ekmentai7 f^sntence of '< whatever is, is right/* to *^ whatever is d^gwd^ will he ;** I know nott aft . 
all but.wemay Ihake hands together by and by, thaugknotftofping mf^^t tnunanSpucfiifC 
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deny it, not lefs in the vncffk exalted geniufes of the reipe<fttTe coimtrict, dan 
the moft groveling and inferiarJl As to us, we are not inckidedj becaofe lie 
have the true ones but we fee and know the fa6t all over the pcft of the 
world; befide, I would aflc, how (in reafon) can a large body of men unite 
in any one queftion whatever? 

So much then for my bijlory of majj, recommended to tnt and my ftudy 
and examination. And now to clofe the whole, I (hall beg leave, by way of 
a fort of appendix, to relate a particular cafe or fad, that I think will ferve 
even a great many purpofes, and cannot therefore, I am wiUing to flatter 
myfelf, be unacceptable, nay, amufing and entertaining; ferve to cTofe up, 
corroborate, and confirm, from example, all that has been advanced of my 
general bijiory^ and in a very particular manner, I hope, (for my pride or 
vanity is, I deny it not, concerned therein) corroborate the not left bold 
than free rifings on Mr. Pope in his Biffay on Criiicifm, with my venturefomc 
attempts in the fame road. I confefs, par parentbefty that I was afraid, for 
myfelf^ after they had pafltd my printer's prefs, and felt not at eafe, though 
I now do completely, die whole length of nriy long note and accompanying 
verfe having been returned me by a chofen> and to me to be fure, adequate 
and competent tribunal, (pray be it marked, that I mean it to be open 
the fame to every other, not one of which I am not ready to liften to even 
with joy) with the joy-given lead pencil fcratch from beginning to end.* 
This may be called, and perhaps is, great vanity; be it fo, I do not care, I 
have been modeft long enough; fome marks of which nruy perhaps now^ 
ere long, appear in the enfuing anecdotic account, as it may give alfo occa- 

* I axDy however, here glad of the opportunity of fomewhat recsmtiog my very firong denial of ufte> 
grace, true difcernment, and confequently qualifications, for critics of certain works> in your deep 
fckolars ; and to fay, that one excellent fcholar came acrofs my mind after, and ihewed me I ihould make 
cvctpdonty which I here then, do. Tht perib» I adlvde to, I know net much, though I have converlbd 
awU^tii diaad with Mai, yet qwogh f t hi a fc a n d fay this | bt if ac the Ttry h^ of the chnrch. Ihardly 
CYpeae4 aiy bticll.kad pescil u alKyfe, f«r be IM i» »aw fthok^ 
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fion to certain. critical fcts or fefts to really look a little about them, and with- 
out injury to themfelves, payer un pen de modejiiei but if I do not honeftly give 
the verum ridentem, may I be branded for whatever you pleafe !—^Oh! but 
do not I now fee before my mental eyes, the '^ aye, aye, I know better," and 
if I fee with it, in the fame mind's eye, the great fentence I have fo often envied 
in the great La Rouchefoucault^ of " Le plus grand defaut de \2i penetration 
'* n'eft pas de ne pas zWtvjuJqiian but, c'eft de le paffer.''* Do I not poflibly 
fee thaty as only (at beft) if adopted, a temporary draw-back of a fpring 
to return again to its place? as I indeed faid fomething of before. Oh! the 
non-feeing, in all human little differences, ytrong from one's felf even of de- 
monftration (how much lefs others not of dempnftration hardly, ixced be 
named) is tome wonderful. . Henry IV's enchanting behaviour with Su/ly 
is little indeed followed ; I miift fuppofe then^fo^ of other breafiff.what >caii 
1-do but guefs?) not felt-, my own little moft favourite maxim may. I be 
allowed feelingly to tranfcribc, viz. ** True delicacy, ^%' true geritrofity,' is 
«* perhaps more wounded by an offence Jrom itfelf (if Imay be allowed lb 
** extraordinary an expreflion) than to itfelf." And fince I iam in the 
humour for it, thank you, dear Shake/peare, for your dear motto to this 
book. Well, Perge, fequar. 



h 



• I ran hardly conceive a better example of the tnfttnBi've cunning cfmany than tliis Tcry thing. This 
fecrec and filent mentaU^** I know better,** conies acrofs man contmually in his intercourfe with his 
feUow.4nan. • One advances fomething in converfation or writing that is to ftrve his own ptirpofey and 
generally perhaps not quite exa£l to truth, but leaning and partial to felf \ the other, to whom it is ad- 
drefled, and pofTibly to fome perfonal end, has hisdefennve in((in6l againft it, and then comes bis mental 
---* I know better;' which, if rationally employed by proportioning it to the particular inllance it is 
employed in, woukl be indeed rational \ but no, it is not at all; and I well know, that it goes juft 
the fame againft the man who would not unfairly or meanly lye for an empire, as to bim who is ^ring 
all day and every day. When I fay fying^ I mean evading, equivocating, prevaricating, chan^ng your 
words, or what you f^ when got wrong ; with a long ihabby etcetera, which I t>nce called to a pra^- 
tioner of it all, not drinking fairly im tbi dark t and whkh, when I tm myfidf found guilty of, let me 
have a' double dofe of that contempt .you beftow on every theoretic paltry preacher! Sbakefpeare cer* 
tainly meant this when he gave us our motto to this work. Vet too, tell me, does it follow, that ift 
90f adopting all this, you muft jnit your heart on your fleevc •^ for jays to peck at f" Alas, alas t 
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^ tremely!' '* Well then; Jofeph is in there^ (pointing and whifpering) fliall 
wc get him out?" — Bang goes the door» as we all know, as we do jovial 
and jolly Charles's jovial and jolly proceedings in confequence* 

Bafta: — the certain namclefs and well-known gentleman turned author r 
What followed? I will tell you; nay, I will afford you a fomething of a 
diable boiteux^ who fhall even give you a peep into fome part at lead of his: 
apartments: — takeaway then my whether poetic or philofophic robes, and 
e'en give me my robe de chamlre. You will, I dare fay, not rebuff my fami- 
liarity, after our now pretty long acquaintance, and my expofure of pretty 
well all /my humours to you. 

He turned author : and how, where, and when? Oh.l I will very frankly 
tell you, and with all my heart: — . ' 

You have got my little lame devil with you by now,, and fo in the firft 
place yoii fee, that whatever the furprife and hubbub at the feemingly fo new 
trade of author, I had already been it very many years before. Yes, few years 
after twenty^ and then little indeed attending other authors, or fcairte Ijook^ 
ing into a hook; one, however, happening to be a falhionable one, and of 
a man very intimate in my family,- and that I had honoured there quit'e ih 
my youth, (I hope I am Montaigne enough) Lord Lyiiletm^ and the book the 
Coftverfion of St. Paul; I xiid look into it, and its reafoning; and notwith^ 
(landing its fafhion, by no means happening to fee it as others had done, 
took it into my head to Ik down and anfwerit, which I did, and put it ih 
my drawer, where it. has lain ever fihcc in its uncommunicated ftate: when 
I fay uncommiinicdted ftate, I (hould except a certain mufical youth I had 
got polTe^on of from nnfufical apprcnticeflijp, to whom that, as all my con* 
c^ms, were ever communicated; and tbcy were very little conneded with 
either the faint oc gofpel. No proneihip at lead th^n to literary honour 
dwelt within me; nay, and fincej have begun, I may as well add, that 
about the fame time it came into my^ head to go thrdugh' the four 
Gofpels, in ord^r to. judge Of them for and from my felf, after regular 
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church-going through life, from that of other people, and this too as entirely 
incommunicative as the other. Whether I might riot as well have kept 
all this ftillon to myfclf, I cannot fay; btit there it is, and there let it re- 
main; little perhaps .having of the cui iond to accowipzny it. If, indeed^ 
the prefent work ihould happen to fare as I have known more than one 
foolifli book to do, that I could name, I mean get a fort of reputation, it may 
ferve, if any ufe in that, to awaken fome curiofity for what cannot then reft 
long ungratified, I mean pofthumous difcovery. And, whether from amour 
propre or no I know not, I do not deny the thinking there niay be fome new 
lights fcattered'over the latter little performance.- Ere I finifti all this Epifode, 
It riiUft however be proper to/add, thar I do not fay truth as to having (hewn 
my labours to no one^ for I did to my Scotch friend (quoted in a note) dl 
Rome, very many years after and fince being married. '. 



But I delay, indeed, (and in truth, when I talk of Montaigne^ I might 
perhaps as well of Trijlram Shandy —-^^ to the wandering part, 'tis meant, 
you fee;) my intended, more appolite account ;--rwhat was the authorfliip in 
qucftio'n, or its occafion or attendant circumftances? Why, in Lorrain, 
among a fct of charming pcopTe m otd Stanijlatis* little court, where ele- 
gance of every fort refided among' people, as of the firfl: fafhion, fo of 
the firft clafs and ta(le for, nay indeed and writers in literature; and the 
ion being literary refleftion, it got hold of me, and from a few fentences 
that way, written too in 'French, afld comrpunicated to fome of my 
Erench friends, inerely for amufemeht ; they infenfibly fwelled there, and 
in England afterwards, to what is feen^ and indeed to much rilore than 
double the nuniber befide, burnt afterwards ; they then became an objedl, and 
were expofcd to examination firft arid laft, (previous to the decided part 
taken of printing) to a number df people whofe names muft command refpeft 
indeed every where inld at afl times, if divulged;* as tHey iiever havie bien 
by me then or fihce. ' 'If I narte thd fl'rfl? Lord Lyltleim^ Lord Chatham^ and 
Garrick, t\i\s will be enoiigh, and not b^'<?dAtradr<5lW; and I could, perhapi, 
fix or eight more of equal refpedability. '■ -Then they went forth : and what 
followed? a wonderment all through the town and country, and critiques 

hardly 



(upper tx)-night, G r ^ I have not had the pleafure of (lipping with you 
this great while? With a great deal of pleafure, and-^^nter waiter with — 
flipper is Jewed. ^ 

m 
Here's fupper enough; I hope, for us two, George. Where's all the com- , 

pany to-night, waiter? There's a great ball, pleafe your Honour, to-night 

at LadyH ^n's. 

Aye, George, you are no great ball-man, a minuet is too grave a thing^ 
for ypu, and ajiggeting or flirtirig with the mifles is riot, I think, much i« 
y>ur way\ you are much t)ettttr employed in merriment with your friends.* 

Give me a glafs of V\n de^'p-ave^ Wdiiferrt Haveyou feen the laft new 
opera? No, faith, I have bech taken' up with labourers and carpenters in 
the country. Aye aye, but you have hkd better employment than that.X ' 

Come come, George, I fee what you are at; what lignifies mincing the 
matter? I am exceilively. happy to hear, that I could: have .afforded ramiife* 
ment to my friends^ and thatiit .has been widi\y6u at the head bf thd[ii,f 
makes me particularly (bk> ■[}' . . : . t :- i.:' ; . j ^ :. 

Poh, poh, amufement? I'll promife you, if you? have riot heard tjhat 
there . ^rc admirers pf. numy things m .^yqur hbot^,^ yo^ are mifirifprmed; I 
lately heard that Lord T-r— ^tih^dJi^k^O' vaftly yicVL of it: as tf> jokii^^ 
you knpw people jo|k? aryi l^iughr aboui^ »?v^ry thipg,, and on (imiething or 
other about the friends they love bed. 

Oh ! George, Geofjge !-— ^J^n;qay worfj ,it is true; ^perhaps there may be 
things not quite fo well ; nothing is perfeH^ and if people can lay hold of 
any thing to laugh, you J^nowthey will ; butj ^ipon my worf, I heard but 
yefterday that Lord T 1 had fpoken quite weJi of the work; r - 



• 



[i(^r] Lopking a little jocularly ifigniiicant. 
t i4fide'\ I fisuiqr he has heard fomething of our j6kes. 
X £4Mrl A iimle fignificantly. merry, cheary and curious. 
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Now this was very true, and it was a beginning of putting things, a little 
at lead, (however true be the *^ ex nihilo nil fit'') in their natural courfe; I 
mean, for a judgement of a new work to begin at the right and not the 
wrong end ; and " Jenmes priores^ juniores Jeq\iuntur^^ we all knew before 
leaving fchool. The firft unufual flow of the tide, of two or three days, 
had a little ceafed; by degrees competency of judgement dropped in, and 
this fame Lord T — t feemed not to have enfeebled its authority. But what 
the devil mattered it to other people what Lord T. Lord U. Lord W. even 
to the end of the alphabet, faid ? Yet certainly, if I will talk of fomething 
I do not underfland, 1 muft alk fomebody what to fay. One only reply 
was wanting for the entire corps of thefe w^T^7 critics ; viz. it is, ^^ coram mn 
judice\* and it may be feen in the body of thefe fo fcrutinizing, minute, 
and inquiring aimings or endeavours, what my orivn notions, at leaft, now are 
of literary, rather of critical, powers, in bodies of men, that this body will 
not, I perfuade myfelf, be angry with me for putting in a critical clafs not. 
inferior to theirs. 

But my fubjeft carries me, I fee, to an appearance I (hould be very forry 
to be a true one, as to my any feelings, not only now, but ever about any of 
thefe gentlemen, which I have even confcientioufly above told : nay, after 
the conference (I fhall in a moment tell) I can mod truly fay, they have 
even from that time to this leant, if on any fide, to that of pleafure ; moll 
certainly of merriment in the refledion. 

But away with even this language or wording of gravity; and come on, . 
ye LonginnfeSy ye ^intilians, of modem date and day, and if Retaliation 
dleign to accompany .your flight, and range herfelf on the oppofite bench, . 
be her airy garments of the mod light, nayfantaftic and pleafant contex- 
uire, that the mirth-infpiring gods ever beftow on their happy votaries ; 
and thou too. Retort, if Juftice for once, taking off her bandage, difcharge 
thee as an Attendant, or perhaps fort of Counfcl for the Culprit, be it, oh ! ! 
goddcfs, yes, oh! be it — ^the Retort Courteous! 
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I'll tell you verf fairly, G— , that I and D. E. ai\d G. W. did fit up late 
a night or two after your work came out, to go quite through its exartiina- 
tion; and thefe are honcftly the principal objections we had to make to it? 
to Jbe furc we found things We thought very "Vccll of; mem. — Hl)at they 
were, is perhaps known elfewhere\, but / felt this, in my c^vn interior f elf ^ 
Viz. ' I wonder what they thought, in the critical march, of /&/V poor little 
' rcfleftive attempt,' viz. " Ih this country every criminal is tried by bis 
^^ peers but an autbc9\*' If on this otcafion the febulous time could have 
returned, and a real invbca^ibn on aerial or heavenly powers had been to be 
made, and poor humble I been on a confultation of rvbicb ; what does any 
one think of my fancy or choice when I fay /(hould have named what to mc 
appears a very amiable deity, and certainly not the Icfs fo from being a fe- 
male, the title ornanie of whom is — Modeftia? 

But I am really premature ; — if all this hap to have any grace, the leaft 
in the world, now, I do flatter myfelf.it will have a better, even in a 

moment. 

' I do confcfs to you, G — ^ that there were two or three things we three 
could not make out at all ; and^upon my foul there is one I fairly own that 
we could no-how even guejs at the drift or meaning of.' My dear friend, 
tell it me moft, aye, nioji frankly and freely; and if you give me a grain of 
offence, (ay lam a cut-purfe, a devil, or a driveller. -Why, it was this then, 
where you introduce a character whom you give the letter A to, three 
times repeated, for his name, (Mr. A. A. A.) — it is very true that we could 
not help laughing a little ; Mr. A. A. A ! Nor did we fee what he meant to 
be at when introduced. God Almighty blefs thee, my dear facetious friend; 
I could almoft kifs thee for thy kindnels; Mr. A. A. A. ! but pray did not 
you read wbat d 'ye call it, and what d'ye call 'em^ at the end of thefe ftrange A. V ? 
Oh! how much too well this confirms, verifies, my maxim, lately introduced 
here, zboat /peaking and hearing? — ^Are we then mere machines at laft? 

But 



' But let mc introduce fome light again ajmongfl: us. The two united cha- 
rafters or portraits have ever been, andnowarp, ^ith my own/elf ^ the very 
jffry? and ^^ of my entire catalogue. If any where through my pifturefque 
attempts there is at all the main de mditre, there, to me, I fay, it afluredly is; if 
any of thofe fine lines or ftrokes of the whether pencil or chizzel, any where, 
even there. Alas ! may I dare to fuppofe that, for that very reafon, they 
had no efFedl? for the fine touches, the delicate minutiae of nature, that feed 
the microfcopic eye of tafte and intuition, are to the coarfe common eye 
even invifible. What eftimation that article of my book is, in general, in, 
I know not at all; and indeed I never have alked. It is true that I very 
lately heard one reader fay he was pleafed with it very much, though I cannot 
reckon ^m /ifr^/ authority, as from fome others, fince, if I have felt flattered 
there (as .who does not?) at the uncommon praifes, almoft raptures, towards 
my work, maxim after maxim, and character after charader, I have felt alfo 
my drawback even from its cxcefs, and want of difcrimination of tafte in the 
being ftruck equally in the weakeft as the ftrongeft places; nay, as alfo (my 
reader will grant me that if I can puff, I alfo can a little mettre de leau dans mon 
vin) fhewed me favourite things of other people's, I thought very lightly of. 
But in regard to this fame A. A. A. thefe letters in fadl are only (a part of the 
intended humorous painting) marks of hefitation before the appellation of 
^vokat d'ye call Vw, or what d'ye call it^ given by the man of (propofed ancj 
contrafted) extreme elegance and fuperiority of nature, to\his very xG^txit. 
But to judge here between me and my trio of the attempted drawing, it^muft 
dtfelf be feen; and permit me to add, not by one totally unfluUed in paint- 
ing; fo far is certain, viz. that Garrick, by clothing my two p^rfpnages 
with his powers, abfolutely made Hawkefivorth and me .laugh fo immode- 
rately that we were ready to drop. 

Had the difficulties and doubts of my critics happened" to falfon another 
of my intended paintings of humour, (viz. Pylades and Orefies) 1 could 
have referred thenl to explanation in the very realisation to the eye on the 
ftage, in Lx)rd Chalkfione zxi^ Bowman ^ and all-proli«, frightfully -fo as J am 
got to be — (I have not time, reader, to mafke my writing fcor6er,-^now at 
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Icaft, as the gentleman faid by his long letter) take this anecdote of piff if 
you plcafe, of reality however; — that Garrick came to me jifft after our nu- 
merous confultations were all over^ and the nvork was got into the world, to 
dcfire me to draw a charader for him for his (lage; and to continue the pufF, 
(you may recollefl fome time back my determination to'puff all I could) — 
Gamck and Hawhfu^ortb continually preffcd me to write a comedy, and 
even a plan was made out, and from the charadters of my book, which I 
however thought not of attempting, Garrick^ I fay, defired me to write a 
charafter for him ; I told him I really Was not confcious I could, efpecially 
when thus to hunt after the matter or materials ; — foon after he came to me, 
and faid he would not give me the trouble ; and foon after that, I faw on the 
rtage Lord Cbalhjlone and Bowman, which any one may compare with Pylades 
and Oreftes, and with it the advantage of having the charadteriftic traits, 
drefs, gellure, look, every thing, realized for you, inftead of your doing it 
iox your/elf I perhaps even of A. A. A. it's criticsr would not have feen the 
appellation fo very unaccountable with that aid and elucidation. 

I cannot forbear (lopping here a moment to relate a very fimilar fort of 
reading-faculty in another gentleman, who had a play-book put into his hand 
to help out a rehearfal of a play, among fome people of fafhion, by his reading 
one of the parts, which he did, and when he came to a line where hQ faw 
wrote down the word afde, he read it on in the line, as a part of it; on 
Avhich (as is concluded) the whole audience and a6lors burft out a laughing. 
What the devil do you all laugh at? fays he; here (look only) are the very 
words. So much then for my poor A. A. A. but what critiques befide? 
Why, very few indeed; and as to any with the happy finger of applaufc 
placed on it, I cannot plume myfelf with the relation of any; yet we talked 
'till three o'clock in the morning about it and about it. This critique, how- 
ever, I rccolleft befides,-and muft relate ; nay, it was one, though not equally 
with A. A, A., of no JmaU wonderment too; it was this^, that they could 
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not pofTibly conceive what was meant by my ending a charafter with my 
making him fay at a great county meeting, on being alked for his bumper ^ 
popular and party toaft, " Sir, if you pkafe, I'll givp you hor^ Mr. 
" Alinucius:^' the charafter or portrait is meant for a little fbozzoi a nothing; 
with a few ftrokes of the pencil juft run through it, and not worth while to 
go about explaining! if any one reads the little playful or fatyrical touch, 
he will judge; and it is not every one that nuift have written down for him 
what IS alluded to as well as faid. I will juft fay this, however, that now 
parties and manners too are not quite the fame as then. Let us finilh our 
feaft o( fine /upper ^ and eke " of reafon zndflow of foul',*' — and every body 
will not, I hope, fay I lye, when I -do fay, I went home- in my chair laugh- 
. ing all the way, which, upon my faith and word, I literally did: 

^r'f : j ^* Full ten years flander*d, did he once reply ? 
^ X^f^ ^ *^ Three thoufand funs went down on fTelJied's lye." 
J^^ Pope. 

You "wtttxhcnflandered, Mr. Pope^ were you? Well, you took your re- 
venge, however, at laft: and revenge, they fay, is fwcet. Now, I (if wc 
may compare fmall things with great) was not Jlandered, but ouly/mpkedi 
and as they fay all geniufcs muft pay the tax of attacky fo perhaps the pro- 
portion may have been kept up in the weight and levity of the tax, to the 
greatnefs and fmallnefs of the genius 5 and befides, may it not be faid, " ^uc 
" diable avoije afaire dans cette gakre?'\ Perhaps then wc have pretty well 
kept to our proportions ^ you, then, who was Jlandered^ have taken that 
fweet thing Revenge^ — I, who was only Jmokedy have prayed only for the 
retort, nay, retort courteous only; which, if I have happened to have had 
given me, as I will hope at leaft I have, entirely fatisfies me. Then too 
there were fuch a number, more than three thoufand funs, that went down 
on myjmokei as I am really afliamed, or, if you will, Jhy^ to name; but it 
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will be doubtlefs named for me^ and on the whole, I (hall haply not be 
thought to have been very unconfcionable, nay, by my even honourable and 
merry fjjnokers thcmfelvcsj to whom I now wifh to offer my mofl: amical 
relpefts. 

But for the anecdote of the quondam day, (fome people like thefe fort of 
anecdotes) I will venture to offer a few more particulars. Hitherto 1 have 
only talked of the merriment and laughter of my critical friends; and what 
fo pleafant a thing in this work! as to laugh? They then furely who neglc6t 
not the occafionfor it, are the beft philofpphers; between Dimocritus and 
HeracHtusy who Can have a doubt? Nay, have I not myfelf lately granted* 
that we are "the only animals gifted with the faculty," if it be added, " to be 
*' laughed at too,*' it ftill leaves us our privilege juft the fame. But let me 
follow up my anecdotic hiftory, by doing the juftice to thefe my critical 
friends, of allowing) that if they laughed, they did not laugh* ^^; no, true 
critics muft rcafon too in proper time and place; and let me not be fo un- 
fair as not to lay before my prefent or future readers (if I ftiould have any) 
the critical reafonings of our long paflcd day. What were they? (and pray 
you gentlemen who tire, let my friends, who do not, read my Hiftcry cfMan.) 
Why, firft, this axiom or jdattam Was laid down, viz. That it was an impof- 
ftbiRiy that be fliould have Written a book— -eveiy' tbirjg proted it — ^it was 
demonftrathn; for did any one ever hear of a man's wriiittg a book, who had 
never read one? Nay, who had paffed his life in every thing that was even 
the antipodes to all ftudy ? That this book, totally void of all fcienoe, wanted 
not fiudf but only ihougbt, "we will not at all infift ujfoh in interruption of 
the flow of thofc gentlemen's reafonings. 

'XKn firft principle yfii&Adxdi down,- and to befure a true one; and is not this 
the fenfible proceeding of all feafeners? Fix your principle, then draw 
your conelufiftnsj and this was regiilarly done. : He could riot, and thmfort 
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lie fd('Cv\dentiy did not,' write this book. Yet there was a. book, zxAJome- 
body muft have written it. The next regular ftcp thea of reafoning was,— 
Who wrote it? why a certain Ladyj more efpecially a% there was poetry; 
now with him no poetry had ever appeared^ consequently could not^ yet tQO, 
per contra, i?^^r(? was Latin; but did ever any great man let one fmail bar 
. ftand in the way of a philofophical difquifition ?* 



* And after all, whyexpe6t reafbn, conftftency, dUcemmerit^ aiid(b forth, from pkafure, UHteraten«ftt 
and tbougbtlefsnefSi when from men called deep phiioibphers you have it mi : fee what foUowa, sm4 then 
tclt mc farther as to my owii eccentric wild diltin£tion« oiv mftm&%'oA rwpm^ 3cc, I think vre bate ^lad 
three philofophers on the deluge ; fFkifioft, viAio drowned the world by the tail of a cdmet ; there was no 
way to get the water off afterwards ; no matter. Btsrnft'waidtiht world ail flat, and fuppoicd ita thixi fur- 
face of earth, which was only a fuperficies or cotering to a globe erf" water. Where the tatov rivtrs then 
w^re I do not recoiled ; I might find the bo6k to tell me to-movrow, andfo appear more learned $ but the 
reader may do fb, and what I relate is fufHeient for U9. The middle part tbeni was lb ^"nt up by the 
i\in, it was uninhabitable, as alibib parched ilnd fo thin €onie^flieiitly,'(from the fim bMgHfoibeM direAiy 
over it) that at lafb it broke to pieces; and as the dnifli Waa oonid^ble, and the pieces or .fragmei^s 
rather large, it muft bedi£ficult to keep the ark (a thing fo neoeilary for us all) inmflnpfwr€ck\ this .he 
confeffes, and demands otie poftulatum, and it would be hard to lofe ib much ingenuity for the want of 
only one ; it was to afford him a pair of angels, which he (uppofi» too reaibnable to he refufed him, and 
£q claps on a pair, and gives them to you in a little eut before his bockic I wonder wbedier the angeU ' 
were to keep it fteady, or to dance about with it, with pieces of earth as big as France or Ruilla, or 
perhaps Europe, flying about their ears ; if not, furcly poor Noah and his companions muft have been 
terribly fea-flck. You fee, however, that hill and vale naturally followed all this. You think this man 
muft have been a deift or an infldel ? Not at all ; he profefles himielf a believer in the ijp riptures, and 
honours Mofes as much a^ you ; and to prove his religion, he gives you feversd texts of fcripture, allufive 
to his fyftem $ and fo enough for Dr. Burnit^ of the Charter-houfe. The third fyftemizer was VoHhAford^ 
but I really have forgot all abot\t his fyftem, except that it was juft as wife as the others. A fourth, one 
Is loath to name, for he was ferioufly a great and refpeftable man ; he may, however, (bmfewhat Aipport 
my own little fyftem, by {hewing how compatible greatnefs is with the fort of underfta|iding my Maxim 
^mentions, that may exift ^without the requifition of union of the two ingredients of caufe and efled. 
And what did he ? why, fuppofc (firft) alfof that the earth was flat, but originally covered with water; 
and then, that tides, currents, and other caufes of motion, ftirred the earth under, fo as by degrees to 
give inequalities ; then breakings of earth, and then confequently raife the earthy and propordonably 
(ink the waters, fo as.by degrees to produce iflands, and at laft the Alps and the Pyrennees, and even tlie 
Cordellieres. Whether the time from the Antidiluvians may not be rather ihort for this, or much more pro« 
perly, where the Antidiluvians ^wen when no land for them, M, Bujfw and Mofes mMfi fettle together! 
but the great proof of this fyftem, it the layers of earth {des coucbis) that you find every where, and that 
Imylelf indeed hav^ often ieen, on looking after them fit^e time, both at home and abroad, and which 
coHJd be produced onlyhj water f but I txk afiratd that thefe C9ucbes are not found ixrety wbire^ at the 
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And now let me for a moment lay afide this my own attempted jocularity, 
and fcrioufly afk fome of thofe other fort of gentlemen I fincerely hope to 

be 

frfi (jou will, perhaps, fay, deftru3h>e) gate in the way t though if they were, what do you think of ihcfe 
diminutive parcels of earth forming the CordcUieres, ftill amazingly higher than either theAlps or Pyrennees. 
And what could have produced that phaenomenon indeed! of marine things, not only on the tops of the 
hjgheft hills every where, but God knows how deep in the. earth, nay, ftuck in quarries of ftone and 
even marble beneath thofe fummits ;— a ftrange jumble of the elements at fome time or other they in- 
deed prove ! A moft puzzling-ftriking phenomenon furely ; it is one I have thought on with aftoniih- 
raent a hundred times. But no matter for any other obje£Hon, fince it is demonftrated there 
could not poilibly be water, axy botij, at all fufficient to ferve his purpofe. Where his men were to 
come from after, he does not inform us ; perhaps fomehow ft'om fome part of a £(h, (ince in his natural 
hiftory we are told that a hair drawn from the tail of a mare at horle, will produce a living animal j but 
pray flop, gentlemen, however, if any of you laugh, for dtftinguo/Wy and let us continue pbiU/op&ers i ' 
this I by no means fay I do not believe, on the contrary do believe it, or next to believe it, for this muft 
come from faft, and it is the mojf incredible to me to fuppofe Buffon could invent one i* and what matters 
what tfff^ hB, be, Co there is one ? Taliiamid indeed, from whom he took his fyftem of the waters, tells 
us we were, during their reign, fifli, and beqame men and women afterwards. But there is another 
circumilance of reality relating to the former fituationt of our planet, that has alfo awakened my reflection 
a good deal, and I have thought fometimes might have fome coxme^on with the above ; it is the demon- 
ftration we now have of even a vaft number of volcanos where there are no apparent traces of them ; that 
is, apparent to common eyes» though to learned ones in thofe matters quite the re*verfe, Cwdamtne tells 
lis, that there is lava almoft everywhere; that here in England we have it almoft all over the iftand, &c« 
Now lava, it is well known, is volcanic emifllon, and that only ; confequently there were once volcanos 
in all thofe places. What then 1 if I have faid, was the world ever on fire, as well as under water ? And 
was my chimerical phUofopher (was it TbaUsP I forget) right at laft about his original fire ? It has fome- 
times occurred to me to afk myfelf. Does the old ftory of Phaeton allude from tradition to any thing of 
the fort ? But I have anfwered myfelf, this is idle ; yet they have thenr Deucalion for a deluge, and all na- 
tions have a tradition about one ; fome, however, I believe, of a partial or partial ones. As to volcanos 
extina we know of numbers j St. Helen's, I think, is entirely one. Otaheite, I believe, is another, with 
th::ircaps atop, &c. How, by the way, the exifling volcanos fill! find fupply, has often feemed odd tome; 
what an amazing quantity of terreflrial fubfhmce, for inftance, has ^tna flung up (ince known hiftory I 
The Monk there, who is to calculate the number and dates of the ci-uptions by the hyers one over another, 
has trembled, (I fliould have thought more) we read, for his mofaical given period. But are not tliefe 
miracles of fifh, fliells, &c. juft mentioned in the quarries of rock and maible, tobe folved in fome fhaj/C or 
other, then, by a combination of earthquakes and volcanos at fome former period, in a number and degree 

\vc now have no notion of? 

But 



• To follow up, I hope, my rule of rationality, I confefs my diflficulty in crediting Buffon, where he 
tells us all the forts of dogs now known came originally from the Sheplierd's cur. Let others reafon on 
this j and hre furely Bufan had only furmife, and no fa^ or proof to (land upon. 
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be read by, even though difapproved by tbem-y (oh! what a relief to *iy poor 
mind, that dabler after dabler, now meets not. with a k'indred fpirit in things 
the leaft in the world out of the paltry common place of things;) yes, fuch 
perfons I would afk, what refemblance there was in the two poetries that 
had appeared before the world; nay, I will venture to fay, that to fuch 
judges, the firft poetry inftead of affording the furmife of the latter one 
coming from the fame quarter manifeftly proved it did not; for though 
poetry, it was directly oppofite to the other. The firft was entirely female, 



But fince I am got (o far into my account of our fpccies, or, / fhould fay, my H(fiory qfMan again, 
mad all confined to ^ moderns, let me give a word to the ancients too, though dill not omit a word 
more, I hadalmoft overlooked, and ftill, alas! of the great fit^off; it is this, viz. That in hisfyftem of 
§ur fortb, (he has given alfo) he fuppofes that it is a piece of the fun knocked off by a comet, which 
broke a quantity from it, fuffident to form \h and all the planets, who took their places in the heavens 
naturally and regularly from the hw of graviution. La pau^te bumaniti! 

Ar to the andients, whic hxvt they tx>Id us \ they who have told us enough to give them honour for it, 
for tliefe two or three thoufimd y«ars } Why, one, that the world came from fire 5 another, from water ) 
what are their names ? for I forget, among your Zcnos, Crifippus, Thales, Pythagoras, and tlie reft of 
them. Phto, with his numerous fraternity, we have had over, with their chain, &c. ; but without going 
on more Bedlatifm, is it not a melancholy truth, for the honour of us all, that in the whole number, 
ancient and modern, two only have talked any thing, but vifion and nonfence> and they two (oh ! on 
the contrary, how much to our particular honour of Great-Britain) Engliihmen, Newton and Locke § 
they have given you, what can only be attended to for a moment, fa£l and proof for every adertion. 

How unaccountable, that men (and they called rational beings too) fhould fit down to give you as 
fa^i what at bcft can only htguefsi and how ftill more unaccountable, that other men (called rational 
too) ftiould, on the authority alone, both adopt and give them honour for it for two or three thoufand 
years together I 

I wonder whether any of Pythagoras's (eftaries, after the knowledge they had got from him of fouls 
fo continually moving about on the furface of the earth from oiie creature to another, had ever the 
curiofity to look if they could not fee fome of them in their paftages the philo(bphic and elegant Queen 
of Navdrre had not the iatisfaflion of doing, it in her attempt, when ihe was obferved to look with fuch an 
unconunon attention at one of her dying maids of honour, as furprifed her attendant courtiers ; to whonit 
(he anfwered, on their alking the caufe, that ftie had watched the very lateft moment, to fee if ftie could 
difcern any fubftancc pafs from the breath at that veryjnftant. I am foiry indeed ftic wanted any fuch 
proof. . : 

C c and 
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and to any one who read the two, and had any judgment,* it muft be fcea 
to have come from two contrary minds; there was the very difference be- 
tween the two poetries there is between the two fexes; in the Man of Sorrow 
there are both terms and a ftile that the writer of die other to be fure 
through life never once had ufed. And furely much more may this be faid 
of the terms, ftile, language, every thing, of the Maxims. That perfon's un- 
derftanding deferved much encomium, but I do aflure my reader went not 
at all to that fort of either writing or thinking, which, I believe, every judi- 
cious perfon will call, whether good, bad, or indifferent, the writing and 
thinking of a man and not a woman ; the folly of alking for U pourquci du 
pourquoiy would never have been committed there, I do ailure my readers. 
I fay nothing about the totality of the merits of either, but only of the 
entire difference of the Jpecies: the firft poetry may be a hundred times the 
beji'y to /Ag/Sr judges that is neithw here nor there. In this age fome women 
have got the nack of writing nervous mafculine poetry, and much of 
it very good; but look through paft, nay, prefent times; Ladjf Mary 
JVortley wrote poetry, and many other Ladies; and what was or is it, either 

* By the way It occurs to me here to (ay a word about my almoft never having written poetry, which 
I fay in my preface, and which I have thought fince that an acquaintance or two I have maybe inclined 
to contradi6l. I do not like atty appearance of falfehood or prevarication, though about trifles. I beg 
the reader*s pardon then as to this very great trifle, if I explain myfelf, l>y iaying I do not call poetty 
fuch trifles, for inftance, as the little punning Jem ttEJ^t about the buffs and blues and party, intro- 
duced early in the poem \ or little acrofties or doggrels, of which, at one time of my life, I lent feveral 
tp a perfon I was very intimate with, and very equal to thofe fort of things. No, (except indeed ^s 
very foliloquy) I only call poetry (I mean the attempt at it) the Mam §fSorrwv ; die firft poem I ever 
attempted in my life, and almoft the only one, though not quite $ for I muft add, the Man ofPUafiire, 
and the other in the book, as alfo an imitation of a delightful little Ode of Fobmre% and which, if I 
may fay fo, has met with fome approbation ; but it can hardly be called ^lute my own, finde, if not 
entirely tranflation, the fubje^l and invention is Voltmri*%^ not mine. What efleem the Man rf Sorroti* 
has in the world, I know not at all, and never enquired. I heard not a word in its praife when primed 
with the Maxims, and therefore ordered it to be taken out of the fecond editioD, exceedingly ibrry to 
have printed it } but Garrick, Sec, had called it God knows what, and ftrongly recommended it to me to 
join it to the reft of the medley. Partiality of friends to manufcript, and the anoti<mt of die public 
towards that manufcript in print, are very difthrnt things. 

in 
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in this country or in France; nay, both poetry and profe too? What 
Roujfeau faid very truly, " Jolies et foibles comme elles." I fay not (I 
repeat it) what the merit may be, &c. But in (hort, to get to an end of all 
this, the critical reafoning and entire judging and proceeding of the little 
though numerous publick I allude to, it was what I fuppofe would ever have 
been about the fame in ceteris paribus, i. e. the fame circumftances and fitua- 
tion; and ever will be, as from Horaces or Augujius's time, till now; fo from 
him up as high as you pleafe, and from gs as far down as you pleafe ; for this 
ftill is man, and bis biftory. In Horaces time, of the Youth it was — " Gaudei 
** equis canibus;' of the Aged — " Garrulusy ne laudator temporis a£li:*' — Ceji 
tout comme cbez nous ; and am not I now proving one* of the inftances? 
Depend on it, bucks and beaux criticifed then, too, juft as now; " Naiuram 
^* expellas furca licet ufque recurret.** 

But fo much has been (aid (nay, in newfpapers) about this trio of authors, 
that what did happen, and bow far I really was aflifted or not aflifted, I will, 
after my fo long lilence, completely now at laft relate; and fo, gladly, if 
poflible, have done with it all. Yet too, to fhew my readinefs really to 
tell all, I begin this part of my Memoir-Egotifm by a ramble that occurs 
to me, which I verily believe will be acceptable to my literary readers 
in general. It is this: that on my return home from Italy, after my ex- 
curfion thither, the year the Maxims came out, I chofe the route through 
Geneva, (very much, not to fay entirely) from the motive of communing 
with the great Voltaire on my Maxims; which I could do, I thought, 
moft happily, from his fo entire ignorance of their being written by me. 
I accordingly went to Geneva, and was introduced to him, as of courfe. 
The day after, I took an opportunity of telling him I had a new work of our 
country, which I fhould be happy to communicate to fo great a judge, if he 
would give me leave. So faid, fo done. A day or two after, I made my 

• Parfon Sly fays, Aye, but you proved anotktr, much better /ormerJjf, 

C e 2 ' viflt 



[ 192 ] 

vifit to Ferney, my breaft breathing all the way nothing but joy at my 
approaching mental fcaft. What! a philofophical intercourfe with Voltaire! 
What ! and, all unknown, my own fentiments entered into, extended, im- 
proved, (I do not remember, but to be fure approved came in too) and en- 
larged upon by the great Voltaire! What Mr. Author, whether of novel, 
play, or farce, more in delight, fay you? Hear on, and how far the fequel 

may continue the refemblance! " Ebien Monfieur, avez vous fait Thon- 

*' neur au petit livrc de mon compatriote de le rcgarder? Eye troid; Celt 
^^ Touvrage de quelque jeune homme qui cherche a avoir d'efprit : que diable 
" veut il dire avec fes perfonages fourrees dans fa chaife de poftc {Fogramo 
*' and Flajh) je n'y entends rien.— II y a peut etre quelque chofe; mais cela nc 
♦* vaut rien." 

There i? my true ftory : — I >vill only add to it, that I hope it will be thought 
fair on my part, as alfo both with my Gentlen:ien and Lady fuppofers of my 
fiithering another's work, and .my newfpaper friend; yes, that with both it, 

will fomewhat mend their notion of /;?;f way of tlnnking. And now to the 

reft: firft, Hawkefwortb correiSed every mixture of metaphor,, of which the 
MS. was full. At firft feeing all the red ink marks, (like fo much blood) I was 
quite frightened ; what, faid I, fo many defedls in that ^age, fo many in 
t'other,— this will never do; but, all new to me, I knew not that it was a thing 
that naturally no one ever thought about. We are nearly cured now, and to 
know it, is to cure it; but in the paft age, our beft authors were full of them. 
I remember feeing, in two lines of Rowe^ I think four or five changes of 
metaphor; and why we taHc fo much of Sba]iefpeare*s "take up arms • 
againft a/?^ of troubles," (by which h^only meant to'oppofe a ^^^Z number 
of troubles) &c. I cannot tell ; if he had lived now, might he not per^ 
haps have (aid a boft of troubles, and that have done? Gray has, I believe, 
too many, and I fear in his attacked ode, I, among others, fo truly ho- 
nour. It is certainly a great beauty to keep your metaphors confiftent and 
clear, though not to a pedantic nicety, and nothing fo eafy ; one defedt 
ftiewn you, cures you for ever. I think I have two or three in one place, but 
I would not let it ftop me. As to the two prefaces, they were both written 

by 
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by Hazvkefwortbi but to be fure it is fuppofed the matter was mine, or chiefly : 
in the fccond, however, (I then in Italy) he flung in two or three particulars 
of his owu fuggefliori, I think very agreeable and to the purpofe. But I 
dcfirc here to add this anecdote, I hope not to my difpraife; J mean that 
\v!ien I left England, and the fecond edition and preface were placed with 
Hazvkefworiby I told him that I infifted on his putting fomething in, to tell the 
reader that whatever merit, and thence applaufe^ the work might have gained, 
that was not entirely my own due, I would not arrogate to myfelf; nor enjoy 
ar^ honour that belonged to another man. In compliance with this may be 
fecn the few words after the obfervations on the vaguenefs of our language, 
of " if my Maxims &c. happen to be exprefled in good and clear languj^, 
*' I defire to fay that I owe it very much to the having communicated my 
*' ideas to others, and hearing their mode of exprefling them." I have not 
that fecond edition before me, fo am not exaft, but the words there are not 
lb ftrong; and when I came back, I fcolded Hawkefworlb for not putting 
them ftronger. This then now to that part of my fo entire rummage and 
Clearage of every thing relative to that old work and thofe old times, which 
I have determined on, even however tirefomely, as it is an abfolute^r ever 
and aye. • , 

■*" ■ 

And what then did Hawlrfzvorib or any one elfe for me befides ? Why, he 
added into I believe fix or eight of the Maxims a word or two that improved 
them much, and made the wording clearer in a great many ; in the very firft 
of all, this not a little by the addition of " expanding into flowers, fruits, &c." 
as is feen. The foundation is to be fure the fame ; and I will juft drop here, 
that more readers than one might as well (if they did fo much as to read the 
work at all) have attended to that iniroduflory one more perhaps than they did. 
To feveral other little fentences a word or two gave perhaps fome brilliancy. 
In that quoted, here of the autbor being not tried by his peers, he put in the 
word criminal^ which enlivened it flill more; to one I recoiled he joined 
thefe words, that gave a grace to a long (emence^ of which it would elfe have 
been none at all, viz. '* It's fb long iince truth w^nt naked, fhe is now 
** known only by her cloaths :" which I think delightful. But it vupuld be 
tedious to go through all. I know not if it may be called a refuge from 

this 
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this to join to it per contra, that to fome he did no good, as having about 
him with all his merit a certain trade-author ftifFnefs, and'fometimes per- 
haps where I at lead had, if not as much ftrength, concifenefs, and corredl- 
nefs, more nature, flow or eafe. He received therefore fometimes diflent, and 
that certain perfon already alluded to, who fometimes (though not often) was 
of the conference, then fometimes flung in very good remarks in that regard. 
He fometimes confidcred fentences as pieces of mechanifm, which like your 
table or cabinet, if put truly together, it was enough; and but for one, indeed 
both of us, number of I fuppofe many more fentences than thofe publiflied 
that were burnt, would have been there now; in fome refpedls, in regard 
to that book, he was as in a new world. I think he quite fpoilt one of my 
copies of verfcs by the total change of I believe half, from fome petty 
incorreftnefs. On the other hand let me alfo fay, that in the Man ofSorrow, 
in the very befl: fl:anza, he made it out poetically and excellently for me, 
where I was totally lofl:, and at a (land ; and I remember he did the fame for 
the perfofi alluded to, where alfo at a fl:and in one part, and where he hit off 
thofe lines in the little ode, wherein is that of " and turning, trembles too;" 
and this with the fame opportunity for it I have in all thisftlation, the fame 
then would have been fnatched certainly, even as by me it now is for my- 
felf. Hawkefwortb had on the whole, as we all have, his ftrong and weak 
places; but the firfl: much exceeded the lafl:, and I have often wifhed for 
his alliftancc now as before. 

He once aflced me to draw his charafter. My intelligent reader need hardly 
be told whether or no, (with all the good there afTuredly was in it) I did or 
not. And whether the propofal itfelf was on the flrongeft fide of the cha- 
rafter, or not, he will alfo judge. 

Another perfon, an ingenious man too, afked me the fame, at the end of 
three days' acquaintance. The intelligent reader may here perhaps tell me 
it was pretty completely done (it foon was Ihewn to be fo) in the aft of the 

demand; 



[ 195 ] 

demand; yet this man had parts too, and could write very agreeably^ And 
here, through thefe or any of my rambles, remember at leaft, -courteous 
readeh, that ft ill I am following my matter's injunftion, tbeftudy of mankind 
is man-, or if that won't do, take another authority, and my genteel clafllcal 
learning along with it, viz. " Homo Jum\ humani nil alienum puto.*^ 

But after all this, or rather, from all this, it occurs to me, that fome per- 
fon, and a fenfible one too, who happened to know fome one of the critics 
above alluded to, might fay to me, * Sii*, you are furely wrong as to fuch 
' or fuch a gentleman's judging fo ill; for I myfelf happen to have been 

* lately where he was, and he talked fome very good fenfii in my hearing:* 
To fuch gentleman I would anfwer, — I dare fay. Sir, this is very true; but I 
am inclined to believe that it is not lefs true, that ** Some men do by their 
** fenfe, as the farmers in die markets by their corn; put off a great quan- 
*' tity oibady by the help of a litde fample of good.'* Some other objeftor 
methinks I fee; and he a complacent good gentleman, called a pbilantbropifli 
who fays to me, ' Indeed, Sir, you are too hard upon poor mankind; I own 

* I love my fellow-creatures/ And here too appears another objeftor; in 
the other extreme, a mijantbropift^ and who exclaims, * Sir, mankind is 

* wretched; they would all get every thing they could from you if they dared. 

* I hate them all.' To both thefe gentlemen together, would I then reply, 
<^ Some men love human-nature, becaufe it belongs to tbemfelves-, fome bate it, 
" becaufe it belongs to others.'* 

I beg leave here to detain my reader a litde, by complying now with 
that perfon's requeft, who afked me to draw his charafter, which I refuled 
then. He will probably fee it in the work, and to be furc, thank mc for 
doing what himfelf afked; and if done faithfully, as it fhaU, thank me 
the more. Though fo late in my lucubrations, and fo lately thought 
upon, I have refolved to give the following little narrative. It has even 

come 
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come forcibly into my mind, as a thing exceedingly ufeful, I mean in 
this refpeft; that it vnW ferve to fhew ^ example, better than a hundred pre- 
cepts could do, (they in truth can, I quite believe, Ihew to the leaft e^eff 
ivcn nothing at all) the r^ww^« praftice of mankind, in its focial intercom fe 
6ne with the other; the fhabbineft, Src. of which is not a little alluded to 
through this work — ^in my tbeofy at leaft j no proof as to my own praffice, 
certainly; happy, if not juftdie contrary; but I myfelf, moft certainly, am not 
the judge of this. But to my anecdote or charafter; and as it points to a per- 
fon who, among numbers of others> lives by literary produftions, and of whom, 
fince entering on this performance, I have feen a great number^ no one will 
perceive whom I allude to. This perfon, however, I thou^t well of^ 
as a writer; though very foon my repeated diftinftions between bearrng and 
/peaking were completely renewed to my mind. As no bad example of our 
not much praftifing my caHfe-and-efegl kimt of underftanding, he fent me 
back one day a little packet I had communicated, containing a theatrical after- 
piece of a perfon whofe underftanding I meant to appreciate; and therefore 
lent this piece with pencil marks at particular paffages, in order to effeft my 
defign: he fent me back both, charmed, hefaid, wkh my remarks, and was 
quite forry there were no more; but the piece itfelf // adverted to, he had 
not had time to look at. 

Does my confequential reader think this an ukcommm cafe? Let him 
look, he will foon fee how that matter ftands; but a word farther, now I am 
about it, for my friend here " is knight o' th' (hire, and reprefents you all." 
How many of you require a caufe for your fixed effeSly or attend to one, 
when procured, even by your own afking? Among other tilings, my friend 
was, and is, pofitive that all our great men, Addijon, New ton, Locke, Swift y 
&c. think e^aftly in certain things as he does; (old Lord Lyttleton too) be^ 
caufe it is (b clear, their good fenfe muft think fb. He aflced me. I told him 
i certainly believed they did noti and, grantbg for a oioment my opinion to 

be 
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be his, I faid I ha^ no difficulty in crediting any man's believiqg any things 
for this Jingle reafon, that men were not, from nature, confijient. This w^s, 
and indeed is, my anfwerj he denied not the fa£l, but remained the fame. 
One little matter I told him, which he nor no man can deny; it is this 
foolilh thing,' viz. That nien had agreed to adopt an excufe for not anfwering 
a letter, which could really be no ri?^/ caufe or excufe for it, viz. * when I tell 
« you, I really have been fo taken up lately, I had not time to anfwer you be- 
* fbrci' and this may be a week, a month, or three or four days. Now, I fay i 
no poflible bufinefs, &c. can really hinder any man writing a common letter, 
even any one day of the week; for what is the time required? five minutes 
by your watch; and has not every rrtan that every day? He could not deny 
it, and two days after I had the old nonfence, — « Sir, I have been fo 
'bufy, &c. &c.* 

The entire Poem, as it then flood, was given at my defire by this perfon 
to a copyift; and one not likely to commit thbfe unaccOttntablc miftakes I 
have fo ftrongly urged as a capital proof of what I fa^ gen&al man isj viz. 
Not a Creature of rationality by principle i he was one who had -leitftiirig, 
knew the Englifh- language uncommonly well, arid had written many things 
verfe and profe for the Rfeviewsj and above all, had fpoke (my friend told 
014) very well -at fome :of the private oratorical meetings of our capital. 
AU this had c^ugtit hold of my friend, and as J fought a man of genius, 
(jbat I fought) he ftrongly recommended this as one. I was fhewn his prp- 
duftions, verfe and profe; they were rather under the mediocre, though I 
believe, completely correct. I alfo got an interview, and 1 affured my 
friend this was not my man, though to be fure much beyond a copyift, who 
could not write other men\s thoughts at all. To this nian was given my 
manufcriptto copy, and to be paid for itj but my friend preferring (very 
naturally) his own interior opinion, recommended it to the copyer to cri- 
ticife alfo as he went along. When the fair iopy of my fcribWe was to come 
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home, I faw my friend's eyes fparklc at the cxpcftcd Kterary treafure. I 
carried it home with me, not at all forry to fee marginal remarks all along 
the numerous pages, though unaflced by me. 

The firfl: written paragraph was, that this work was- niore defective in 
grammar (he was a perfedt grammarian) and correftncfs than any he had 
keiu He underftood the gentleman was a man of fafhion, who very much 
difregarded thefe things, yet he imagined they fhould, in fome meafure, be 
regarded. The fad was, and is, (and there, now in the Poem^ are the very 
lines the fame as they were then) that there is not a lingle inftance of it; but 
he had (not efcaping neither the old leaven of the copying fcience) miftaken 
one letter for another, and confequently one word for another, and therefore 
continually copied falfelyi and (as ufual) fatisfied himfelf with it. A fb^i for 
a wbaf, a long for ^/ong, and fo on j after which, guefs what muft be ten or 
twelve following lines, or many more ? But his very beginning was enough, 
for the title written at the head, viz. Reflexion, he copied, I fuppofe jfrom 
fome ftroke of the pen for an s. Reflexions. Now this would havfc been 
enough to the purpofe if one had flopped here; for what man, of the fmalleft 
tafte in literature, could give the title ofR^eSions, in the plural, to a Poem? 
To be fure this very man would not from bimffff. 

I will relate two or three only of his critiques;* and to paflages of beauty, 
if there are any, as I muft hope there mayi not a ray of them pierced into 
this gendeman's mind. Long obfervations, of courfe, on whole paragraphs, 
whofe beginnings might have had a wbat for a tbat, or fomething elfe of the 
fort. One hit he certainly made, and a gooi one; 1 in a manner knew it as 
I do now; but though radical, there is no doihg without it, and ftand it 
muft: I keep ftill my counfel on it, no one has feen it, or will; but here 
take a remark, viz. to thefe two lines on cunning, viz* 

" Ami then its own dear felf-applaufe, 
*' The whole to one bright focus draws*." 
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He fays, that the terii> of ksj *, pwn dear\ is objedtionable, as putting * you 

* in mind of the nurfes talk to children/ Here is another to the line of 
'* enjoying high and low things too/' there is objedion, he fays, * from the 
^ term of /we; things canying the mind to indecent ideas/ Some other 
paflages really bad, and meant to be out or altered, his critique is by * Hcy- 

* day — ^whatdoes he mean here? &c/ and nothing but this rude flile all 
through. He s^/b iniifts,; when I fay, that to great minds. 



*^ — — with different name, 

" Proof and convifton are the/iw^^/' 

That proof and conviftion. is the jlame to every hody. But to come 

to the main thing of all, to one paflage which may be feen, viz. wherein 
is exclaimed, " There is a point — that wondrous point," &c. He cries 
out, * Oh! this is Katterfelto^ with his the wonder of all wonders, &c/ Its 
true,, he begins by writing me a very civil letter, faying, " As an honeft 
^' man, he muft criticife quit? freely if at all/' At all this I was tnilyycnter- 
tained, though I own the Katterfelto I did not fwaUow quite fo well. \ fat 
down, and article by article, without any wrath, anfwered each particular to 
him, and fent it to our go-between friend to deliver it. My friend had, un- 
alked, procured me all tjii^j and he was, and really is, a civil polite man, 
and juftly in repute as fucb. You imagine, to be fure, he was a little 
Ihocked at this vulgarity he had procured me; and you think, perhaps, a 
little apologized to me for it, and not quite a little to his copying friend. 
And certainly you think, after all this, he gladly would Have returned my 
reply, and even defence, to the man. What did he? Keep bacjk that my 
reply, to favc ;he copying critic his mortification, and fink it all for ever. I 
a little grew to fufpeft this, made enquiry, and found my packer with him 
unfent, and had fome trouble to get it into my criticifcr's hands i but I did 
this, and, however cool, I fancy it contained a little wormwood, for Ke fent 
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me back my guinea I had*givcn, and a reply igsan'tt my Itply; the validity 
of which I leave to guefi. * . .- . . 



O"" 



There then is my little trait of humanity, and ^' Ex uno difce omn^:'^ mth 
grief I fay it, but I do fuppofe in a h«indred parallel cafes to one, the fame 
would happen again. 'The frihid attended to, as -th^ reft> who would look 
after it, or its confequences or antecedencies ? And pray recoUeA, reader, I 
give not this as a thing to be angry at, but only a thing in part of the com- 
pofition of a general man. 

With my firft friend; that I felt very mad is moft certain i for he was and 
is as genteel a man as can be fe.cn, and thought (o among (uch people, Snd I 
was truly partial to him. , * 

♦ " . ' ' ' • - 
V^h2X Jhould ht haye done, ^ alio felt? Tbts to my feelings; — have been 

extremely hurt at fuch. indecency to me, libweyer innocently, through his 

means; and how aSedotifitlct any one fay. As to his copier, what Ihbuld 

he have done? let any one fay. 

What did he? Nothing; on the contrary, ftrovc all he could to fupprefi 
my retort to what he had brought on me.^ And there then are the various 
tints of my palette for the portrait to be taken from it; and I give it here as, 
I own, the bed of illuftrations of fifty tilings in my ISJhry of Man, for paft, 
prefcnt, and to come. 

Yes; rdefire now at lafti and'fbl- eVcr, tfo dy every cv(hi trifling tbi^g as 
exall as poffible, that relates to what was To much canVafled at the time, 
and fince, in regard to the authorfhip oir afllftance, among the trio now 
pretty well underftdod ; which^ though to the common run of people cannot 
Be in the Icaft mterefting, yet to many dthcrs, (reading and literary men) it 
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poflibly may, and e'en let them have what latisfadlion I now can give tQ 
that their curiofity. * 

y 

Let nie then not forget one circumftance that occurred to mc only two 
or three days ago, which was about the article of /en/e and genius^ with 
which I have clofed up the verfe as a quotation from myfelf. To me it ap- 
pears ftrong and a good ending; and I had ufed (even till now) to think the 
conclufion of it, alluding to a planet's courfe, even fine ; that ending is entirely . 
fiawke/wertb\ and here and there a touch alfo in the other parts, which I 
need not fay are cflcntiaily mine, fince they are, in other words, or the fame, 
all over the colleftion. . But that finifti, which I ufed to admire, I now fee to 
be faMe; fince a planer methinks never does vifit other worlds, unluckily for 
the paflage ; and I am not forry^ to fay it here, though it is plain I might have 
kept my counfel both for myfelf and friend. 

I finifh the whole anecdotic little narrative by this, circumftance, which^ 
though not a liferary one, is one much better for both my aflbciate and my- 
felf j viz. that during our entire literary intercourfe, there was not a linglc 
idifagreement, or even coldnefs ; and yet it is plain we differed often, and 
once I now recoiled, (though I did not before) about the long article in ^ 
gardening, drawn up by me fomewhat I believe in Sbaftjbtiry% manner, and 
therefore fomewhat romantic, perhaps: now this was rather a fevourite with 
me, and not lefs fo with my critic Ix)rd Lyttleton; but he totally erafcd it, 
(probably for fome fuppofed inaccuracy) and replaced it with his own. 
I was partial to my own^ however agreed to refer it to Lord Cbaibam, who 
was then pleafed to read the work, and he faid it was difficult for him to 
decide between the two; on which, thinking I might be partial, I gave mine 
up : and to my own feelings then, though perhaps ftill more now, to a very 
flifF, unflowingi and ungraceful affair; it had noeffed, at leaft that I heard of, 
any more than the poetry, fo I ordered it out of the fecond edition. And 
there is the reft of my fo extremely little intcrefting Very little hiftory, which 
the great majority will, I hope, let pafs for the fake of the fmall minority. 

REFLECTION 
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REFLECTION is a kind of ubiquarian! — walk through the fields, go 
along the ftieets, circumambulate (lend me your word, Dodkor, for a moment, 
I won't detain it long from you) yes, circumambulate the palace, pierce thro' 
its guards, afcend to its royalty, even to Majefty itfelf; in the air, in the 
apartments, every where, you find her attendant, nay complacent, nay con- 
genial ! much more ; in even your mental vifion of your whatever objefts, ftill 
is (he attendant, comjjlacent, congenial ! 

I lately found this realized to me ; I lately (to fpeak plainer and properer) 
found this refledtivenefs rife within me in regard to higher objeds, higher 
certainly in local eftimation (high afluredly in all) than any herein attempted ; 
yes, even parliamenury, even national objeds, ftruck into the rccefles of m^ 
mind, and I will indulge its poor effufions : — 

Of what advantage faid I, in foliloquy, to the caufes they are to fupport, 
confequently to the fupporters of them, are thofe amazingly long fpeeches? 
Many an objeA of parliamentary difcuflion, that has been run into debates 
without end, and grown into political papers and pamphlets without end, 
and perfon^ difpute and altercation without end ; till, like the trick of 
drinking blindfold port and claret alternately, your palate grows puzzled, 
and you know not which is which :— even the fame, you know not which 
fide of the queftion is right, "while per fe, it is clear, and lies perhaps in a 
nutfhelL Some of thefe, at the time of agitation, have, I fay, ftruck nfiy 
mind in par/icular, and iinzt promi/cuoujly. 

Voltaire fays fomewhere words to this efFedl; for I have not the pafiage 
before me, or (hould know where to look for it if I had the book it belongs 
to : but the words (or their import at leaft) I well remenihcri it was this, viz. 
** Chez nous, quand le mot d' amour fe trouve fur notrc dicatrc, dans quelque 
" beau vers fur a fujet, tout le parterre fc reveilles a Ldndres, c'cft de meme 
•• fur le mot de //^irr//." - ^ . 

Now though M. Voltaire a little miftakes, as to this enthufiafim, yet I 
believe, that to any trait concerning our conftitution, (though perhaps ftill 

more 
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more our parliament) that is at all intercfting or new, nay, or even that may 
have been fo fomc time back, we prick up our ears fomething more than to 
any other fubjedt. ^ 

Under this idea, I venture, and ftill from the pretended authority of my 
aflumed title, to vent a few fuggeftions that have pafled over my fmall mind 
at one time or other, relating to thofe matters. I have juft faid that one was 
in relation to fo very long fpeeches, where, perhaps, the whole force of the 
queftion was contained in even a very few words. I will mention two or 
three cafes. 

Firft; the contefton Mr. Wilkes % eledion, it i$ well known, had its little 
quinteflencc expanded into a little immenfity, if fo odd an exprelfion will be 
pafled me. I have in my time thought that the queftion for his expulfion 
might have had its cleamefs (you fee it is a clear queftion to my little appre- 
henfion) fet iotCaJo much better by a very few words, containing the whole of 
its foundation and erXy tbat^ as would have made it in a manner reftftlefs; 
while the expanfion, with all its mixture of extraneous matter, weakened 
inftead of ferving its caufe, as lofing the fubftance in thedigreflions; they 
being liable to the true attacks of oratory, (i. c. fophiftry) which of courfe 
goes to the wcakeft and moft dcfcncelcfs places preferably to the contrary 
ones, and conlequently draws you and your adherents to them in lieu of 
your own reality. 

May i be allowed to offer my fpeech of two words only, which, to my own 
indifferent mind at Icaft, contain the whole; and muft, to fay no more, cer- 
tainly, I think, have puzzled even any anfwerer. They are thefe, after fup- 
poling our Mr. Speaker — the Honourable Gentleman over the way^ 6fr. 

*• The Gentleman admits that Parliament has the power of expulfion, but 
•* adds fo have the people equally that of cledion; I grant you your power, 
•' grant me mine." — I anfwcr, that if the Parliament has the power of ex- 
pulfion, you caymot have the power of eleftion in that place; I fay in that place^ 
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becaufc in expulfion it is per fe involved, and therefore impojfihie. When 
the conftitution gave explicitly, and without qualification or exception, ex- 
pulfion, it gave with it^^of necefllty, non-eledion of the member expelled. 
You argue that there are no words to fay this, — fo did Sbylock of his pound 
of flefti; but I want not illufl:ration3, I want only law and common-fenfe^ — 
and no law can be without common fenfc. 

*' But here is a difficulty in a new cafe; and the words of the law now 
*' alfo explicitly fay, th^t every qualified borough is to choofe its own mem- 
'* ber; this is fadt, uncontroverted and uncontrovertible by any power on 
" earth." 

I fay there is no difficulty whatever, and for the above reafons, which you 
anfwer not, as no one can. But, though only to repeat or'enfprce them^ 
when you allow that the conftitution gives expulfion, do you attend to the 
letter or thc/pirit? Surely to both in union; and are they not what I fay? 
If the words name not this cafe, they do not in /pint want to name an ab-^ 
furdity, or even to think about an abfurdity happening, or could even guefs 
at fuch a one, if they had. If it docs happen, what arc you to do? Over- 
turn and difregard it furely ; what I in the eyes of all Europe, Ihall be feen, in 
acquiefcence of a great nation's government, a fiiuttle-cock playing with a 
member; beat to mc the parliament /n?/« the borough, and *yme back to the 
borough, a feffions through! — the mention is enough. But granting it a 
difputable cafe, who is to decide it? Why, the parliament itfelf, and by the 
conftitution; this I a(k not if you grant; — it is granted. I want then an 
anfwer to that only. IVords may be returned, but an/weris impqfjihle^ 

I know not; I may deceive myfelf, perhaps: but to my fmall apprehen- 
fion, this is exaftly the fame in conclufivenefs as the little quotation from 
Prior, about of the fame length- Honv much on both has been written, need 
it be (aid; but if this fl»/y was my fpecch, what would you anfwer?— fure you 
would be puzzled. — No extraneous matter for you to branch out, re-branch, 
and rc-rc-branch with. Yc», furc; you'd be puzzled; efpecially with my 

calling 



calling and hallooing out, Order; at every attempt Other wording and 

drefling certainly v^ouldbe wanahg. ^ 

Some other cafcs have conie acrols m^: — The othar day it was voted that 
the King had too much power and it ftiould be diminilhed ; (I forget the 
form of the wording) and after thje ^^ pafling, fuppofc you had got up ia 
the Houfe and propofed a repeal of it, with thefe few words ; " Your ad is a 
•* folccifm; it is felo deje. It declares what itfdf contradifts in the very 
" declaration. I propofe a repeal." — What would have been anfwered? It ' 
k unanfwerable. Perhaps thenoajority w2is.reaUji a little occaiional; but 
what; is that to the great public eye? . 

Again: -You vote ftroog thi^i^ agaii^ ipme £Aft*Indif gemleqnen whom 
you would compel to refiMKi ill^gpttcn treafurcs there, in order to reftore 
them to their true owners ^ this feems. good principle,; — but not to (lop 
at thefe gentlemen but go to the great delinquent himfclf of whofe general 
Caufe as I am not competent, fo am I not defirous, to decide ; but only'wilh 
(tnd indeed ratipiially) to% a wo^ to a iu^g^ P^^ ^ conGderatioQ, and 
therefore would \ftiakq oof query »t*^t;Uthjis ; aod^ in^ohriag us» I mean the 
parUamtenf ^nd ihe niitionsijfffhe quellioa:-^ 

Mr. Hafiings has been accufed of much pecuhtioa, and of courle injury to 
die poor indiat^; uEnmenfe fums he has indeed procured to.thiji country 
£rom them Ibmehow pr other^ though I know v^vyi iittle bow; our almoll 
cxiftence as a people, pccveft it« I mean DOt that this i& to juftify the 
thing, if it fo be; yet alfo^ no one is ta)ive flill lefs flouriAt on ftolen 
goods, and my query, in fhort, is this: — If you condemn Mr. Hafiings 
ioic his malverfations and his^ rapin^s^ (and to be Aire, in joAice to tholc 
mined pebpk) are you ta execute the guilty conuacikter of thenv and at the 
fame time yourfelf profk ixoiax theni^r byr the acceptance and ufe of the^ 
nmey ? Sure at one and the fame tnrie, (to be at all ronfiftent as well as 
jjuft) t^ you e»ciite the crzroinat. ]fou &ottld jreturin to the defcaoded their 
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ftolcn property; mod certainly liot ufe it yourfclf, elfe methinks your Jufticc 

is a very lame^ though very trtlly blind^ goddefs. 

% 

Suppofe I got up thdh, and propofcd an ad th&t all the Aims truly found 
to be wrongfully taken from the Indians, (hould at the fame time be returned 
by the nation to them, and the robber who procured them executed? Could 
any one gainfay this? If you do the latter only^ (nay, may I not fay even 
attempt, or think of it) need I rcafon about it ? — 

There is a national queftion, great indeed ! and that will not foon be 
forgotten; I mean that of America, and our lofs of it. Htm we loft it, has 
been much agitated indeed; whether by minds of white paper or no, need 
hardly be afked, when it is, or rather need not be, told, that it was fo by the 
fatties cmcened on both fides. Yet I believe by this time people in 
general are pretty well agreed as to that hfxwx though I will not pretend to 
name it. 

Was it taxable or not? To fny little apprehenfion, however open to con- 
vi6Uon, I mean information and retra£latioii — ^^ What's Hecuba to me, or 
" I to Hecuba?"" it appears that it voas\ and though it were for this reafon 
only, that no people ever were, or even can be, fubje&s of any government 
without being taxable; that it is inherent in fubjeftion, a conftituent part of 
it, and that faying I am a fubjed of fuch or fuch a ftafe, of whatever fort 
it be, and wherever placed, is faying Tarn taxahkhy it. And I imagine 
the difpute between the two parties might haive had the offer from one of 
them to put the difpute to this iflbe, viz. If this was not the opinion of every 
fubjcd in* America before the time of Mr. Franklin^ and the tenets he 
broached, and their confequences, which are too well known; nay farther, 
do I recoUoSl right, in thinking that I have feen or heard fomewhere of an 
inftance of their adlually having been taxed on fome occafion, and paying it 
without a murmur (then) or idea of its not being quite within the common 
courfe of things and the law of the land? God knows if I miftake here, 
and if in fliew of political learning, of which 1 know fo little, I might not 
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fail through all my quotations of Rome, with all her etceteras; but yet all 
this, it muft be granted, is Icfs the queftion than the nature of things; and 
if from fituation, or any other caufe, they could not be governed by us as^^^ 
fubjed:s, then, ipfofaflo they belonged to themfelves only, and had a right 
to be fo as faft as they could. But ftill more, if though they could be any 
how madey«ri& fubjeia^s to our King, &c. and he, &c. would not confent to 
it, then, by laws to which all others have nothing to fay, I mean of natural 
inherent right, they had only to get free of us as faft as they could* 

But from the little I know along with every common man as to all this> 
we were ready to accommodate them all we could, and enough to their 
liberty and happinefs; and if I underftand it right, on a footing of freedom 
equal to ourfelves. But they fay No, moft loudly, to it all: — They? we fay 
fo, and have faid lo enough to fix them as they are. The grand objedion, 
I think, has been, that they could not be taxable, becaufe they were not, and 
could not, be repre/cntable. 

We, tbey tell us; — They! why do I again (ay they? — ^We, (fee what gci^ 
nerous enemies we are!) aye, we tell ourfelves this; — ^** Mother, father, (man 
••'and wife, are one flefh) — So mother^'' Tbey, we,, tell ourfelves this, and 
prove the affertion thus, viz. 

The peq>le of Great-Britain have the unexampled privilege of chufing^ 
even through the nation, the very man they like bed to be their medium^ 
(better, if! dared ufe it, theu: organe) through which themfelves are to aflcrt 
their every privilege, their every objoft of dear and due liberty; — and this, 
I fay, all through the country. What a means of fecurity ! particular and 
univerfal! Of all this, we Americans, fay they, have nothing, or can. By 
this means the money ym pay is at your own choice; through the whole 
nation not a man (except indeed fbme, fo low, they could not, and want not, 
a participation, fincc lafe from their very infignificancy and incapacity of 
contribution) but pays from faimfelf, and bis own will and choice, whatever 
he does pay ; let us then pay from ours, which is all we afk» and ^e are con- 
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,tcnt. Wc promifc you we will pay our juft quott ; we hwrt done fo hithcfto; 
and why not trufl us ftHl? Do this, and our quarrel i* over; it is- true you 
tell us tjiat large bodies of men, and of high confideratidn among yourfclveai, 
have none of the above advantages, and yet are taxed by your colledive and 
embodied paxliament, and are content. How different their cafe aiki ours! 
They are, if not of cities or boroughs, cpnnedied with them ; conhetfted fo 
many ways, that they may be faid at lead to be virtually reprdTented : (how 
far the Americans would have been united with us, and virtually represented, 
I really am not politician enough to fey) they are involved with their fellow- 
fubjcds in their fecurity, and are therefore fecure ' enough.— We are not 
cohneSed with you, and you may have-a different intereft from us. Let us 
then pay as wc ourfclves (hall lee fitting ; #e have and will pay our quota. 

ImperfedVIy am I informed as to the origin of the Americans' quarrel 
with us, but latterly, furely they were governed juftly; and I never under- 
flood the violence and virulence of thofe people againft uSj fince governed 
hy fomeibing or/omebody they muji be; and furely, a worfe government than this 
might be their lot; how far now arrived or not, others, aind marty to be fure, 
know: and as to any little nominal, and probably ideal, of at leaft infigni- 
'ficant difadvantage of necelRty about this fame dear reprefentation, fee at 
leaft what it really and truly is. But to this may 1 not anfwer myfdf, by 
only referring to the famous Dr. Price* ^ writings? His Utopian ideas of the 
liberty men ought to have, (worthy in truth of Bedlam} his angelical nbtions 
of impartiality and truth; alas! little knowing in his own pradlice how 
fliamefully, wickedly^ He was afting the very reverfein reprefentatiorts of our 
finking poptiloufiiefs, our quantity of fpecie, &c. &c. things the very reverfe 
in reality of what he fo jTolemnty fet forth; and all (U pawvre bumaniie!) 
adopted and believed by perhaps one quarter of the nation, and pretended 
perhaps to be fo by another, and by the whole of America; to perhaps the 
lofs of the country to us, and poffiMy not lefs the lofs of us to the country. 
Who knows, but at the very time he and Mrs. Macaulay, and the reft of 
them, were tyrannizing in their own little families over their children and 
fervants, &c. ? If riot they, does any one doubt it of others ? Little did any 
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TeRt&, that with the acquifition of powcr^ its concomitant of nature, dortri- 
neering and overbearing, would with it equally (as with Oliver CromveU arid 
Co.) come in; nature affuttie her rights, and find hei: level. 

To much of this, what goes before Teems a reply*; but a word- or tMxi 
further. And firft of all, is it true that every Britifh fubjcdl pays What he 
pleafes, and taxes himfelf?^*— Let us talk a little of tbht^s, and ttot of rtdtmes^ 
which in my poor opinion govern more people than they ought. Aye, a 
little voir les cbofes cfmmeeHeJtmt\ — it ftrikcs me, x!cvax\i really and truly tvcry 
man, nay every great city, Winchefter, Salilbury, York, &c. were r^afly arid 
truly to pay only what they (not each man, but each city) chofc, we (hoiild 
have but a (hort account of it. As to every fingle man, does he not eVadc 
even every payment he can, after giving it? — tea, brandy, rum, &c. he will 
gl^t/nmggledf if he can. No, the Parliament collected compel it; and even 
they arc in part compelled by a majority, wid that majority enfured by 
emolument; as in truth is that no lefs neceflary minority by the hope of it :-^ 
tnan is man every where, and will get to himfelf aU he can. then as to 
really and truly choofing tlie man you like beft, or irrd^d, ftirly and freely 
a?ry man, it is too great a farce to realize the queflion; but it is all very Well 
as it is, and (to me) as to a reform of parliament, (though to be fure it is a 
great joke to call it a reprefentation) it matters not a farthing bow eledled, fb 
that they arc fo, and become a body. But even lo talk of thefe eleding men 
making or recommending laws or votes to their members, only kxA at them, 
and fee what judges they are, not only of an intricate qurflkm, btit any ; even 
if they had an opidibn, they do not even know a word of Whit is^ gcang 
forward, or can, or care. It is true (we will not eiitef into the why) that 
fome will tell you tbey are to counfel their members on all. — ^What infe- 
rence do I draw from this? that it is impoflible for any ftate W fubfift without 
a complete, aye abfoluie power over all its fubjefls. Now that fuch power 
can fubfift, as over one man, fo over a great community, without a command 
from itfdf as to monies to be paid by them, &c. &c. to me (eems impofflblc; 
—even in private affairs, without compuHion what fecurity have youH The 
cfFedt of verbal agreement only, I at this mcmtent well experience and feel in 
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the bargain made abfblutely lad year by letter, nay witncfi, as plainly as 
poflible to both parties; but which was departed from byjmy agreeing party» 
a Lord too, by leaving my houfe on my hands, and uking another, to my 
no fmall inconvenience. I have been trying law on the ftrength of verbal 
and letter agreement, but in vain. And thus (hall we, can we, rely on 
America, compelled but by ifs own promife to pay a proper quota? tbey the 
judges of that propriety! To me it feems perfedUy infecurc and impofllble. 
Should not we then be fort of fubfervients to them for their generous dona^ 
tions? It feems that their fending members is impradticable; it is not, we 
fay then, our fault, if you do not; and except the name, you fhall have the 
lame fecurity. But need one be a Za Rochefoucault to fee the real caufe of 
rcfafal? 

I run on I fuppofe common-place politics if true; and perhaps not That 
moft perfedly; incompetent to decide any thing on thefe matters, I know 
only as every common man does. Let me drop them then, and as to the 
lofs to us from thence, or gain in other refpefls, let thofe who know beft 
relate them both. I have infenfibly run on fo far, and perhaps out of my 
depth; nor do I ^ve all this as my Middlcfex eledion affair, lying in a 
narrower compafs. 

But Foltaire, fo far I believe, lays true in general. We Englifli had 
rather read or hear nonfenfe about politics, than fenfe about other matters; 
yet I will indulge with running in the drain I am got into to the end 
of my doings; after which moft certainly to trouble my readers, gentle or 
iimple, no more with any of my literary labours whatever. And after all, 
I refledl that fbme of my beft improvements /;/ thefe my literary labours, 
have come from my worft, and in truth, moft deplorable of critics; — ^I recoi- 
led too, formerly, when much employed in planting and embelliftiing 
ground, I fometimes (in their chaotic remarks) got an excellent hint from a 
chambermaid or valet de chambre, to whom I fticwed my new placing a 
tree or ftirub in this place or that. — ^Who knows then, perhaps fomething 
may be cacched up even from me? happy indeed, if ever fairly entitled to 
exclaim,—^* Ed ancbijbfon pittm:* 
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No government, it is well known, is complete; ever was, or ever can be, 
free from defeA. Take again the metaphor of your watch; (and can there 
be a better?) fince men arc and mud be its fprings and wheels, which are 
not, never were, will be, or can, like ^uare's or Graham's. The Poles origi- 
nally to be fure thought themfelvcs both wife and good in faying, • We will 
• be governed by the men we choofe and like bed. Is it not indeed much 
the fame as to our boroughs, nay, and ourparliamen too, with their votings 
for wbai is thought beft? But it is now well known the provifion mull be 
made againfl the evils of perfonal intereds and paflions, and a good reftraining 
power too, or nothing can be done; — from thefe difficulties, I am fadly 
afraid I am more inclined to be a Tory than a Whig; and more efpecially 
in thefe latter times, when the manners are fo humanized even over all 
Europe, to what they were even a few hundred years ago : they are, in 
truth, perhaps the bed fecurity againft ferocious and tyrannical govern- 
ment. Even Richard III. will appear lefs horrible to us, if we refledt on 
the indifference to blood of the preceding reigns, and when not only his 
own brother the Duke of Clarence^ but all the nobles attached, to him, fell 
vidlimsto ferocity, without law or juftice, and with the feeming indifference 
of the nation. But one man was executed for a joke, in faying he would 
make his fon heir to the Crown, the fign of his (hop ; another, it is well 
known, was executed even by trial and jury, for his reafonable and juft ex- 
preflion of refentment againft (no, not the King, but) the King's advifer to 
kill a favourite white deer of his park, &c. Nay even fb much later, ia 
Mary C^ueen of Scots' days, both the niurder of Rizzio, and even of the 
King, wer« far from being regarded as they would be now; and Roiert/on the 
hiftorian, though too much in palliation of his handfome and voluptuous 
young Queen, well remarks it. I mention all this rather in a philofophical 
light, as Ihewing the deception of our judging ever from prefent times and 
ways of thinking, of thofe that are paft; not but that Queea feems to have 
been an abfolute murderefs, and then incurring the odium of it, and fo indecent 
as to her fex, as well as wicked in every thing concerning Bqfwell, as to fix 
her charader in ill, and to render fome late as well as paft reafonings about 
her, even abfurd. If I know certainly that a man once picked a pocket, nay, 
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once told a deliberate mean lie, need I enquire farther? The great Duke of 
Marlborough wasperfeftly fatisfied, when he went to found Charles Xllth, and 
faw by accident a map with the whole route pricked out to Petcriburgh; 
his underftanding was that of umted cauft and efftSt^ and if he meant to go to 
Peterfburgh, he certainly did not mean at the fame time to go to England. 

You have, and can only have the ^^optimus iUe qui minimis urgetur.*' M. 
Be Lobne tells us that our government is fdf -balanced; I hope it is as much 
as poffiblc,— <here is, I fancy, no other way. Government muflbe meafured 
not by the nature of things, and this, that, or t'other, .producing fuch or 
fuch (if you pleafe) moil advantageous things; need it be faid what th$ 
level youx praHice might prove from this your excellent tbeoryl 

T^ when you have got one that is found good» (as we may, I prefume, be 
£ud to have) is there not a principle ia man that prevents your making it 
ilill better^ by cutting off perhaps it's too luxuriant branches; perhaps by 
TOotua^ out it's noxious weeds or brambles? I mean this principle, which^ 
though applied in its place to a private flation, may poflibly go to a public 
one ; via. that *• Habit is the cement of fbciety, the comfort of life, and (alas!) 
•• the root of error. "-n — I flop my prefent career; (rather, a newfpaper, a 
novelty to me at prefent, has flopped it) and if it has broken in on my pre- 
fent and meditated train of thinkii^, it has afforded me another, or others. 

This newfpaper tells me of warm work in parliament, nay, warm inimical 
fpeeches among political brethren, the firfl-rate orators, i. e. mc», of the 
parliament and of the country; who are to head, and do head, that trufly 
phalanx, felf-devoted to the warlike flaiyJ againil every political inroad into 
the territories of the conflitution. This may bethought ironical; yet read 
M. De Lobne in propf of the contrary, in even his motto of «* Pmderiius 
« liblratajuisr 

But more to the point ;^^myjfry2 fu^cflion I own wa% (aye. La Roche-- 
jmcalt^ you are right) 'Oh, yes to be fure my new work, juft going out, will 
be greatly attended to, while this political quarrel eagiofles the thoughts 

and 
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and rcafonings of. all 'the .parties and politicians of parliament, clubs, and 
coffee-houfes, ihrough thettowA ^od country; yes, my philofophy will to be 
fyrc .have great attra(iiqnf for them all!' My next fuggeftion (forgive me 
Virtue that it was not myfirji)visis, * How can it be expected that the great 
men of. the nation will feel interefted about various confiderations con- 
cerning the general national happinefs, fome of which even now are going 
to be hinted at, even by 'this feeble however well-intentioned pen, while 
their owh pdrlonal quarrels and politics fill to be fure their thoughts by 
day, and vl^ho can fay not dreams by night? Oh the charms (faid I) of an 
abfolute government, with this great IF tacked to it, of a genius for the 
Monarch!' 

But further, all this Ipeediinjg and fquabbling, and intermixed politrcal 
reproach and complinlenr, iuggcffed (till more to my erratic mind; it 
brought in idea before it (though really and truly jocofely and fmilingly to •% 
my ownfelf) even one of my own quondam eccentric di^ons of " it feems dif- 
" ficult for a man, however he' may naturally wilh it, to fit down and gravely 
•* fing his owh praiftfe; yet I dornot know but this may be, hay may have 
" beendone^' by friendly -combination of two men, who can very properly, and 
<* with very little contrivance, by the changing about of, — ^ Til compliment 
*.you,\and you (hall me.;' and fo the job, be done for both/' " Pardon me, 
^* ye! he! he! (as Ve;llum fays) for being jocular ;*Vor as the foolilh old king 
in the R^hearfal fays, " it is good to be merry fometimes;*' or as good 
Mr. Pope fays, ** and gentle dulnefs ever loves a joke." All which I 
give even as a tack to faid eccentric dWoni and, eccentricity quite apart, 
both thefe gentlemen, 'tis hoped, know the perfonal refped entertained 
here for both. One word more, however, and even of difficulty, in regard 
to my newfpaper information, it is this; — li politics then ^ fcience? this I 
did not know. One of the great men alluded to modeftly confeflTes his to 
have been learned from books, but ftill more from his great friend. I had 
always thought that great natural talents had given it him, and every man. 
who has it; parliamentary law^ I had fuppofed indeed to be learnt; ;but 
whether we Ihould hiake peace or war, give up America or not, or India, 
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With its immcnfe etcetera, were not^ I had hitherto iihigined^ to be taught 
or learned from men or bboks, but froth ikit^it Oiily. - Kex«i as to tny newf- 
paper learning, I would obferve that the troubles in France, rather the reco* 
very from them, or not, &c. feemfed to me a Very unufual bone of conten- 
tion for ///, who, I had always conceived, (fad conception, I own;) had to 
rejoice in thofe very troubles. Surely political retaliation fays fomething to 
this if nothing elfe; and did not Queen Elizqhetb^ and Henry IV, and indeed 
all nations on earth, ever foment their rivals' inteftine ills all they could ? 

There is alfo in my newfpaper another patriotic trait about a reform of* 
parliament, to which (with all refpccfl to the patriot's noble meanings) if I alfo 
laid a word, I could only renew my ftiamc in acknowledging my fcrvile ^/f 
fentiments, that to us it would not matter a dani.if the reprefcntation were 
made dill more unequal than it now is^^nd which it now moft indubitably is. 

To fall back to my ftation previous to this my new/paper interruption 
and epifode, I would beg leave to vent a few Of my ifuly natural and on- 
learned ideas concerning my country^ whole intcrell and hotieur I have^ 
even in obfcurity and filence, nevei- been unmindftii of, or ondefirous, through 
all its impoflibility even, to promote. A few cdnfidefations that have fc-^ 
cretly and filently at times rifen in my mind, I wiH therefiire now begleavfe 
to fling out; afid if I remember right, I once read fomewhere, that hardly 
any book was fo fodilh, but that fomething might be got from it; and 
furely too, fliecr common-fenfe, and plain common good-will, may (even 
devoid of every pretenfion to ingenuity, talents, or learning) do— I had 
almofl: faid — wonders. I fear we fometimes confound unpraftifed or unknown 
things, that are too exalted for common eyes, with thofe that are placed 
jull before us, and are not feen merely from the want of not opening them. 

The nation is now faid to be in the mod flourifhing and hsqppy of Hates ; 
not only with a revenue more than fufiicient to national demands, even to 
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Che having a million of overpkis to be lam by« wkh its zccwmsixthm, to- 
wards the diicharge of the national debtj but apro^ieft of having ftiU loone 
for that purpofei and added to this, a feeming fcoirity to our every poffcf- 
(ion in prelent or in per^Aive, from the wars and canfequent diftrefles of 
all our rival ftates. We coo in firm alliance with others, in corroboration 
and confirmation of aii this. What a picture, and how true a one ! 

What is nation^ haj^inefe ? private happinefs; freedom of a6bion in every 
polTible thing (hort of injury to others, which furely every man muft even wifh 
to be reftraincd from, if not for himfelf, for the community; and confequendy 
gladly fubfcribe to the law that is to fecure and enforce the hleSc^ reftraint* 
t That taw then is your proteftion, your fafeguard againft injury from ot$icrsj 
your property and peribn is thereby fecured to you, and the mekifeft fuhjc6t 
I has it open to his application againft the higheft, equally as the higheft againft 
him. Then, as to the finances of the country, it has already been faid, that 
there is even an annual overplus of a raiBion, and a pMX>fpe6b of much more. 
The pirtxiuftions of the -country itfclfwho does not knowaad fee, -even equal 
*to liixtiry itfelf; then the fpecie in the country is immenfe, though how much 
>bcyond Dr. Price* s falfe calculation I know not: Safe too, as has bcen^faid> 
fit)m war abroad as from commotions at home. Are we not then even ex- 
citfed to the exclamation of " Oforitmatt itimiumjuafi bona norinf!'^ 

■ ' . '■ ' • ■ ' 

. But is all this real as wdl as nominal? 'That I am free to d6 wkat I pkafe 
within the law is certain; but am I riot free to do nnore? I towards others, as 
others towards me. Or rather is it true, that the law is my fuflident pro- 
teftion? Do not anfwer me by the nominal, the theoretic, and thfe letter ; 
all this, fhbrt of the praSical, is nugatory, is nothing. Surely I need not 
go far for my objeftion, my denial. I am a poorraan, tad you defraud riie 
often pounds, twenty pounds, more or lefs; I am to get it back by faw! But 
to get my twenty, it will^ befide the time and trouble, coft me thhtyi or my 
c F f i ten. 



[ 2i6 ] 

ten, fourteen or fifteen; and fo on; (as to the exaSntfs of lofs, no matter) 
what do I do? why, give up my money to be fure, and bear as well as I 
can my robbery. There is no occafion to extend my objedts, you all know 
where they will go to, and how, keeping their principle, keep to their pro- 
portionate degree. . But there is no help for this; it is not our faults, fay 
Our governours; we would give you redrefs if we could, but we cannot; 
forfuch is the law. And why cannot you give redrefs? Rather fay you 
will not, I remember when I had the honour to fit in parliament the old 
fiirft Lord Lyttletoriy in one of his oratorical, or at load called oratorical, 
fpeeches, thundering out again and again, as a burthen of a fong; — * Notumus 
* leges Angliie mutari,' and with no fmall effedt; and has not. many a mem- 
ber rather a predileftion for an old Latin quotation (though ftill morc.per- 
Jiaps, however bad^ a precedent;) nolimus? I remember I then laid to 
myfclf, then fo much the worfe for you, though poflibly a good deal more 
for the community. But pray, gendemen, my governors, nay and my 
doomed protestors too; are you not (and need I fay more) omnipotent even? 
It is needlefs to go on with this, and into its immenfity of branches; every 
one can do it more or Icfs; but you completely. Allow me at lead to 
fay this, that you muft not tell me (even if the things be impradicable) 
of my perfonal freedom and prote£tion and happinefs as a fubjedt, whether 
with the fword (ticking m my fcull, or only hanging over it. Nay more, 
the very means of my procuring by law any litde matter, or making a 
legal bargain or purchafe, &c. (either, in fenfc and reafon, done in very 
few words and ftiort time,) muft be procured by wading through, day 
after day, the trafli with my attorney, to know what to do or how to 
^ proceed; and his law-learning of ejedtment, rejoinder, fubpcena, and twenty 
more of his law terms, all put^ofFs from term to term, &c.; and at the 
end of all, having perhaps half a dozen great flieets or (kins of parch- 
mcnt (exclufive of your expcnce) painfiiUy to read over, with wbereajes^ 
and repetitions of ufelefs wordsi all which terms and modes of ading, if I 
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hear one day I forget the next, and am fet down by my attorney (one of the 
copyifts perhaps mentioned more than bnce*) for a great blockhead j pluming 
himfelf, from this deep and luminous knowledge, as being a man of bufwefs. I 
remember, in a Very important tranfadtion I had to aft in, .by common fenfe 
as well as law, fetting down in writing fomething about the rcafoning on it I 
dcfired to be purfucdi he took it home, and, exaftly like my coach-maker 
with my vis-a-vis, brought me bis reafoning inftead, all quite diifferent. I 
was riot a little piqued, and next day wrote to fay I begged him not tp think 
me void of all rationality as well, as law terms; as alfo to let me think and 
reafon for myfelf; and to (hew him I might' have fome, begged him to accept 
of a book; where I -hoped he might find in me a little conimon fenfe: he told 
me he had lent it bis wife^ and fhe thought it very pretty. But too much of 
this. This is all very trifling; yet comes into my Hiftpty of Many ancj of 
one particular corps in its focial formation. As to the great law of the land, 
and its real men of bufinefs, and all its confequences ?lirough the nation, it 
-is of more importance, and the mention of it all is enough, if to tbeni. 

But there is one thing I will fpeak to, which I have thought on oyer and 
over, and with true regret, as I dp at tliis moment; I have felt it fo much 
as for more than once to have fcnt paragraphs to the papers about it, all in 
fUcnce and obfcurity, fo that I could have no other motive on earth in it 
than the welfare of the' community, on what I imagined to be fo. 

What I allude to, is the annual lotteries of this country; and I did, I c;on- 
fefs it, give Mr. Pitt credit for annulling them, if he fucceeded, while I 
was x:ordially wilhing that fuccefs, when Handing firm on the Utter (aye and 

* What I have related of copiers, fo very conducive to the confirmation of my given opinion about 
critics and ^riticifm, is a fa£l fo wonderful, that I could wiih fome really inquiiitivexeader to try thefa£l, 
and in a not very good hand writing, and not choofe fools neither. What may feem to contradi^ It, is 
the Reviewers, who read and remark often very well ; but they, be it remarked, have ah interefi^ the others 
not, nay, a practical profedlon. 
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JpirH too) of the conftitution againft its ujage^ for our poor king and it, in 
the grand bufinefs of the India bill, that was affuredly, if realized, to convert 
tis to an ariftocraqr; and without being acquainted with, or competent tx> all 
that complicated bufinefs, need one be a conjuror to fee that fuch a fort of 
kcurcd patrcffage to Self and Co. muft go to it? As to the taking away the 
charter, fo much talked of, I cannot fay that my own fcruples would have 
ftood fo much in the way there, if of neceflity to the then wretched ftatc; and 
fo far muft be granted to the party, it was impoflfible for them to forefec the 
recovery that happened, or perhaps any. I fay, that while breathing my 
oblcure and ufelefs hopes, in this inftance, for our King and Mr. Pi//, I did 
give him credit, on that foccefs, for annihilaong all lotteries. 

Very fine indeed! fay you, perhaps ; you are a fine ftatefman, a rare poli- 
tician; poflibly you do not know what it procures to the ftatc? I anfwcr. 
That if it procured millions I would have nothing to do with thenu 
What are they? the fevereft of tax on the very part of the community you 
zStGt not t6 tax at all. A tax? no; for a tax, however fevcre, takes fi-om 
the taxed individual oitly a part of his poffeffions, and profcffionally in pro- 
portion, more or lefs, to the means of pa^g itj but this takes the ally if 
the contradiftion may be allowed, from thofe who have mtbing. Does any 
one know of the fuflFerings of the lower claflcs of the community, (I have 
been even privy to fomc) up to beggary, defpondency, lunacy, fuicide, 
from lotteries ? Abfurd all this, you fayj for how can I be faid to be taxed, 
when you exaft nothing from me ? Do we, the governors of the nation, 
compel any fubjeft to buy tickets? And am I to be blamed for your doing 
an imprudent thing, when it is left to your own option to do or not to do it ? 
Oh! ye governors, and ye great,, and to you one may urge it, for you are 
not of the poor herd; and yes, to you I fay it, let us not, 'like that herd, 
amufe ourfelves with nanus inftead of things -, and if we do not, , I afk the 
difference between your kvying the fums you gain yearly by your lottery, 
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fix>m the part of the community I allude to,. 2jyd laying before them a lure, 
a bait, you *»^«; they will bite at; nay, reckon upon it as die very means of 
procuring what you do procure from your lottery? Nay more; is it a noble 
and a generous proceeding to profit in a fraudulent bargain, (for yes, is it 
not even in its bed light that very ufury you fo feverely punifti by your 
laws?) from my ignorance and incapacity to know what that bargain £^c. is? 
Nay, and what fort of men do you allow and encourage to be joined with you 
in this; already felling me property for not very much (hort perhaps of half 
its value; and by throwing i(i my way your bait for that very purpofe; and 
to my ioTs (fay ruin) and your emolument? 

Need more be laid ? And is this the true lUtemicnt of lotteries or not ? If a 
true lift could be made out of die horrors that have enfued from thefe lotteries, 
only hinted at above, it woukl iurcly flrike into the heart of that perfon, I, 
and evtry one, in freedom of judging, almoft adores as a minifter and a man, 
and 130 the downfal of cruel lotteries; and woidd not every one, as ^ell as 
^myfelf, gladly pay the additional tax from thenoe, however grievous to pay 
the others? "'Tf^ 

.:jf. 

But where is the confittency of doing this with liberating all your fl^ves? 
I have for this confiderable dme paft, with my legs on« couch or chair, little 
heard of indeed any thing; confequenriy know not at iJl how far thai| con- 
iideradon has now lately been difcufled and laid open; fo that if the paradox 
be folved of lofing your flaves to your iflands, &c. I know nothing of the 
matter. L^ year I uriderftood Mr. Pitt was for it, and therefore willingly 
gave him credit for there being valid reafons and motives behind, though I 
knew none of them; and from furmife only fhould have thought the meafurc 
abfurd in the extreme; thinking the flaves (on proper foodrtg) much rtiore 
fecure, and better off in general, than our peafants; nay, perhaps, than their - 
ftations, whether with or without freedom, in their own country. Again do 
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we quite prefer thinp to names in all our talk about Jlavery and frttdom\ not 
only on this, but other occafioqs ? 

This country is a happy one to its fubje6bs> and from the above adduced 
rcafons: But there are degrees in happinefs as well as mifery. May we look 
after ours ? To be happy and comfortable in the focial civilized world we 
are deftined to, every individual from the loweft of the people up to the firft 
of the nobility, muft wilh for a competency of pecuniary income adequate to 
his allotted ftate. If it were as feafible in pradtice as it feems in theory and 
in nature, thb might perhaps be effefted, and to the injury of no one; I 
mean by coUedling all the fpecie of the country into one mafs, and then par- 
celling out, all through the nation, that portion to its individuals that 
ihould be found proper and proportionate, as far as the nature of things 
could admit of it: But this is ulking of chimeras, however defirable. But if 
even the taxes or quotas paid individually to government, were in a greater 
or lefler degree in this manner efFefted, this only feems a great thing j ^d 
how far this, is efFedted in proportion to real pradlicability, others may 
and ta be fure do know, though I do notj but I fear it is not unreafonable 
in me to fuppofe it not done up to pojftbilityi this then at leaft (if fo) might be 
both fivifhed for, nay, humbly offered to confideration, free from offence or 
arrogance by any, however infignificant, of his Majefty's fubjeds. Now, in 
realicjj, if I were in the receipt of 30,oooL a year, and you of loooL and both 
of us of the nobility or beft gentry, I could furely pay, at lefs inconvenience, 
10,0^1. a year than you lOoL, nay 50I.; rather the paying of io,oool. a 
year- out of 30, would to me be as nothing. Nor do I at all know but if I 
were a young man, in the high ranks of life, though with fmall pofleflions, 
nay jeven at prefcnt, when I ihowXdfeel no objeftion to it, and I were offered 
an income of either 30,000!. a year or 20, but I fhould prefer the latter, 

fmce equal to every even luxury, and lefs trouble attending it than the 
fornien 

\ "But 



But come we to realities, md to the happinels of the prefcut Britilh fubjeft, 
to whom money mijfl: be 4 d^ftdarattim indeed towards the procuring that 
jbappinefs? who can be happy with continual calls &rit; no» not in wanton* 
neis and extravagance, but as the means of pofieiUng what your ftation feem$ 
reaionitbly to require? And how does the Engliflinian ftand in that refpeQ;? 
Surely, in gener^ moft wretchedly^ nor need we go about particularizing how 
and «^y ? A^ to the great perfonal comfort of the numberlefs millions in the 
natum^ while I am miferahlc, it feems to fne fomething of Mr. Fope*^ moufe 
and partridge, who wene moll iatisfadtorily to be crucified in c<uifideration of 
the grai^ totality of the univerfe.* But there is one national coh^rn^ among 
my patriotic reconunendations, that I hadalmoft overlooked ^ \ ineanj cer^ 
(ain annual remittances to certain dip^matique gentry, great or 'fihaU, to<r 
gcther with other of his Majefly*^ great or finall fubjeds, which .it were 
extremely dcfiraUe to attend to as much as poflibki and I will flattfer my-p 
felf that this ^patriotic effujion will be deemed a very fincere one', even (houUl 
the minifter, or even his gracious Majefty himfelf, Godblefs him, happen to 
ice the article. Yet, however, the grand why of our wants may be*'men- 
tioned^ vizu The national debt, and thence the taxes, as intereft for it. If 
Julfi or poffibly a third only, were taken off, perhaps we Ihould havc;|prhat 
I talk oiy general competency ;-—« to the means for effedting this, byi our 
annual drops of water (our rmUion) into the fea, alas, alas! ho^Jlow, e^ if 
ykr^j ^v\£4ny war intervened, how would it be then? But as mattersyjow 
jOtand^ muft fihere not be fad drawbacks to the golden a^e we fo pompou(|| fet 
loutwith as our owa? But are there pone ^resaediabile towards that thing ^^ch 
is ^ (Mar being's end and aimi" TJiat without which life muft be not a fatiSRC- 
tionbm a, burthen, ^dtjine-quanon of ddirablc human exiftence, — ^Happiij^a? 

This nation is .flourilhirygi-r-it has a milUoa more than it wanti, SujM)fe 
fiu- a moment France wa^ floucilbiog ? or even as w$ now are. Can France 

^ See Kete, p. s44«' 
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become fo in a few years ? From the general appearance of things, whicli 
every one fees in every newfpaper, this does not feem likely i but from what 
I fee in mine this feems bur wijb. This may be right in politics, but to my 
fmall information not apparent. If Ihe was flourifhing, could wc call our- 
felves fo ? To me it appears that no hation is flourifhing, I niean fccurc, 
without a command of money ready at call; and what command fhould wc 
then have? Even ten years hence, with 1 will fuppofc even nineteen millions, 
or I mean up to twenty millions, faved towards paying off the debt (whethef 
it would be more or lefs I know not) fhould wf be flourifhing, I mean 
fecure? 1 fhould think not; and even rhen, that gehtlenien or ladies who 
had from five to fifty thoufand pounds, in the funds, would (not extremely 
lofig firfl) find, if realizing their thoufands, fome diminution of fheir pot 
fefTcd arid profefTed fums or fortunes. Oh happy to Britifti politics, the . 
wretched condition of all the ftates around us! - We are flourilhing? No> 
they are ruined. 

Mr. Pitt feems to have done every thing, done wonders in regard to thd 
improvement of the revenue. Some of his taxes have been, I have under- 
ftood from thofe that know thefe things, uncommonly and even unexpeftedly 
produ6tive; the mere change of mode of colledtion has, it feems, been ex- 
teedingly fo: he has dared,-*— ho\v I honour him for it, — ^let him dare fHH 
more, go to things riot names i go to, diflinguifh between ufuality and 
reality, habitual and pra^cal^ and fo on; yes, he has dared to have refource 
to^that downfall of Sir Robert TValpole^ excife; dnd fpumed the rionfenfe df 
your horininalifts, with ^ Sir, you encroach oti the facred liberty of the fub- 

* jeftj every man's own dwelling fhould be his fanftuary, and no one facn- 

* legioufly enter it, but from his confent and approbation.' Mr. Pitf% 
tinderflanding goes to the weighing even indonveniences, and then choofing 
between them\ this, arid iliuch more, added to I believe new and unaf- 
^c£ted fprings of trade, (fome luck in truth there, nay, and fome nec^ty^ 
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when fo bad you muft look about youj hear this, ye patriots! and give me 
Ibme little Credit for it, while you fce me thus applauding my great man^) 
yes, the combination of all thefe things has on the whole produced what we 
fee; even a revenue exceeding our wants, inftcad of from Lord Stair's and 
others, nay, feemingly not falfified calculations, the revenue would have 
been inferior to the expences of the ftate, by whether one or two millions, 
or more or lefs, I know not; though every one knows that ar^ inferiority 
would have given ruin for our, whether near or diftant, perlpeftive, Need 
any one a(k how agreeably war would have been then renewed, or how far 
invited from that very fituation?. Nor was France unflourifliing then as now^ 
aor the Emperor,' nor perhaps Ruffia neither. 

Yes, all this, and much more, adorns Mr. Pittas ftill rather early reign, 
if that term, even metaphorically, will be allowed me; (nor let us forget his 
firmnefs and celerity too with Holland, n^y Portugal, nay France) and many 
a fubjeft will, I am fure, happily join in with my applaufeofit. Let me not 
forget neitlier, in confirmation of my encomium higher up, by uniting in my 
praifes for the minifter, thofe for the man, who could, and even when by no 
means io affluent as to make the facrifice (however otherwije in the undif^ 
tinguifhing eye of /wj/i) even nothing at ally but very much the contrary^ yes, 
who could, fo circumftanced, give up, if I have it rightly, an annual receipt 
of 3000I. a year at the caU of noblenefs and generofity; and this,' hardly 
even by poor craftinefs and calumny, whilpered into an interior meannef$ 
from confequential advantage, &c. This furely illuftrates the marit wharever 
clfe may, or may not, th^ minifter. To me too^ as man^ I fee traits that 
ftrike unifon with my own, however fecret and infignificant theory, firm- 
nefs; it is faid, obftinacy; and if to my fmall difcernment it cah be ffcn 
fucby indeed, and upon my word, I will fay it. Put, however iqconfiften? 
man may be, and /V, in adlion, he is, methink5, not fo in chara(9:er; i^nd 
do I not fpc Mr. Pitt as a Mner, I mean as adopting the right from in-* 
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limnation and opinion fl/imbenf Do I- not fee that great ^mi oh ho^ 
vanted I) cbaraderiflic of human nature^ even cimngf (f^pmmf And eaa 
that go with, live with, hand in hand go with obftinacy? Bot np^ it was, 
where I particularly allude to it, incapacity; (will you fay weakne/s too? Sure 
not aloAg with obftinacy;) you fee I allude to the formation of the India Bill s 
and| God Almighty knows, though moft afluredly I do not, perhaps it was 
incapacity, in that refpcd. I fay that local refped, for I imagine you would 
not have me give it as unher/al charaderiftic of Mr. Pitt. But yes, in the 
Shop-tax, he was obftinate, and, as a flatefinan, ignorant too. I am no 
judge of thefe taxes, and only know, with all the world, the difficulty of 
then finding them. However, that oppofers tried others in vain h known 
by us all too. That he was obftinate afterwards I allow, but that i, even 
therefore^ blame him, will not decide. And when you fo often fee, and per- 
haps deridef the ientimental fvM pmng «^, &c. pray do not imagine me fo 
delicate as not to diftinguifh a little between the real and praaical in this 
world, and that you muft know (confefling fincerely too that rayfelf have, 
not.unoften, not known it) to what and whom you are to give up; and 
that my white lie is never at hand with me'againfl perhaps your black one. 
JMr. Pitt would onty have been bauxed and laughed at, nor reverenced, for 
giving it up fooner. I like YAaJpuTtk there, and (do, for once, give me my 
term des hattesyi am not fure now but the odds were, at the time, that 
Alexander the Great would (from the event) have been delivered down to us 
as a dupe and fool, iaftead of the denai-god he really however was, in fwaU 
lowing off the draught. 

I run on too long on my honoured Mr. Pitt, all unknown to him, and free 
frompoffible ufe tome. I fay unknown, though I have juft eaten with him 
two or three times, and let me join thereto, that fo far from feeing a trace 
ofbaufeur, I have heard or read ofji as being a feature of his charaAer, it 
feemed even the reverfe, more approaching to a fchool-boy playfulnefs. 
His father I knew more, and there may be fecn a trifling (ketch of him in 
Praxiiiles. I end all this by (if yiMi will but change the fexes for rfe) ^ Ob 
" matte fnlchra, filia pul^briorT let me juft add however, that in my fmall 
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wzf, if I were to attend iht ether gencnd porfrak too, fbme of its featurel 
(coniequeiHly tfidced)- would be not a little inferior to thefe. 

But come vre i& what does not make Mr. A7/ a god, n-ith me at Icaflr. 
Not n«lii is never a god, feit always a man-flriR. I have already aiked, why 
Mr. P///, the good as weU as great man, will give us, aye and for the feke of 
pelf, (oh Mn iV//, miich^hOnoured Mft iV//, how-gotten pelf) thofe pefti- 
femus thtng^ lotteries ^ ' 1 now afk why he will not go a tittle out of his 
way^ and ftcure us if he can — ^I fay if he can^ ^nd in confequence to be fore 
fay, try a lea/, to fave us all from having our pockets picked, or our houfes 
or (hops broke open in town> or robbed, perhaps knocked on the head, on 
the road? Muft I not, though only as a bomojum, join in alfo, fave us froiin fuch 
morals as muft cKfgrace even any haHtafiion, and does difgrace the firO: capital 
in the worW and CKmt To the latter inftance I may perhaps fpeak fomewhat 
feelingly, and will prcfently give you a Httlc ftory thereon, though it were 
only^to embellilh my wcH-k into a little of the circulating-library novel ftile, 
for the pfeafi/re of fome Mifs-reader of this my book ; if the, no to be fore, 
not author-partiality, but fome whatever other inducement procure him 
that fhttering honour. 

But to go farther on juft now. — That the poor of the nation has been a 
laudable objeft of parliamentary difouflion fome time back, we all know, as 
we do that it has been without efFedt, which for one I am exceedingly forry 
for. But no, Mr. Pitt, I will, pleafe God, be fair every where ; I have not fcen 
you as the forward, or eager promoter of this, or fome other national con- 
cerns out of the common line of things. But might I not, fo far at kaft, 
anfwer myfelf by, In what other minifter, during my prolonged day, have I 
fcen it? nay, and I know not, you perhaps here have not been indifferent, 
or even ttn-^ager, in private minifterial conference, as to this, and pofHbFy 
other fimilar objefts, that you would give your hdping hand to any as fiir 
as any of your fraternity, I doubt not. I now fee you are doing it about 
the flave-trade, in which I give you not a little credit for what I fee not, or 
can now fee; but there lately has been fomething agitated about the police 
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too, and Sunday-Schools, though I fear this has been at private fuggeC 
tion, and even pradlicc; in all humility would I alk, if one wayitoiroot out 
thefe herds and companies of mifcreants is not to deftroy or Hop up their 
lurking holes, even as your fox-hunter flops the earths, and then can hunt 
down his ganie. As to hanging, I proteft to God it feems ather an en-^ 
couragement, and becomes a fort of party of pleafure; you hang for nothing, 
in regard to criminality, while every vile pickpocket, &c. knows he has a 
good ten to one on trial in his favour, one way or another. The agreeable 
Mn Barringtott has well proved it to us all. But it is faid, better for a great 
number of guilty to efcape, than one innocent fqfFer; I beg pardon of 
humanity if I am not quite decided in that opinion, however I may be laid 
open to cenfure from not being fo. The jails, where all are mixed in union 
together, feem alfo an encouragement ; and then the Beg^r's-Opera, truly 
as I admire it, is I think the beft fchool for the profeflion that could have 
been thought of : I have known of two or three of its fcholars, one who 
told me at Boulogne of himfelf that he learned the trade there; and if it 
could be proved, I have no doubt but there are hundreds : and all thefc 
things go on the fame. And why, Mr. Pitt? Is it of neceflity ? Would 
Czar Peter fay fo? but he was abfolute; and fo as much as the Sophi of Perfia 
are King, Lords, and Commons, 

But no, I confefs it ftill, I fee not that fearchmg innovating fpirit here 
we fometimes fee in great men; fay your Columtufes, iV/^ the Great, late 
King of Pruflia, (who by the bye, changed all the laws of his country) one 
of the Gujfaz^/es, I forget which, who actually touUy changed the govern- 
ment and even religion pf his country in almoft a moment of time. What 
4(fred did was wonderfiil, but look at Henty lYth of France; near the fatal 
cataftrophe and end of his reign, what was he abo\it? evep ^n amazing 
proje<5l for the bleffing not only of France, but of Europe; a khemc Mr. 
Pitt to be fure knows, and perhaps fo much better than me, ^s to fee it as 
chimerical, which at firft fight it fo much appeared to nfie, th^t I would 
look no farther than the title; juft as I remember I formerly did by a little 
book I picked up, ( I believe of Bifliop Beveridge's) whofe title was 
^be State of the Dead; I burft out a laughing, and faid the title is fufficient^ 
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aiidjaid doWh my bodk. I fear at S. Jenyns's title of The Origin of Evil, \ 
did look a little further, though not much; fome curious things there I will 
hot trouble my reader with^ however laughable, who muft well know them 
all fo to bci But as to Henry IVth, his plan was no lefs than a projedt to 
unite all the ftates of Europe into fuch a reciprocal aflbciatiori as ftiould 
enfure to them all a permanent peace; Does not the idea feem that of an 
enthufiafti if not a lunatic? Latterly. I looked into this, at the end of charming 
Sully s memoirs, and found that Sully himfelf had rejedled all Henry's notions 
about this his favourite projed, as thinking them quite chimerical, but at 
length not only liftencd (it was all Henrys own projcdbion) but even adppted 
it, and at his death it was already gone upon with feveral ftates. This puts 
Henry to me in a high light indeed ; he who was at once this, and the 
bon-vivanti fay how much tool— exceffively attached to huntings tennis, and 
deep play, and his paflionate love for the lovely Madamoifelle Montmorenci$ 
iaftcrwards Princefs of Conti, even in his lateft days, fuch as makes his reader's 
heart ake for him : it carried him to folitude, and even worldly indifference* 

Let me not forget to add this trlit to the reft, (for no, I fee I cannot quit 
tny delicious fubjccft) a trait fo infinitely to my own tafte indeed^ and not 
quite uncongenial perhaps with fome paft fentiments at leaft, ahd theory 
of thiis work; Imean inthe famous cafe of the heroic Due de Biron, who^ 
we all knoWj fuffered decapitation at the Place de Grebes, That nobleman had 
fought at the head of Henrf^ armies like another Alexander, was one of his 
firft and moft fkvourite and favoured courtiers^ and Harr) Kad in confer 
quence loaded him with every honourable ^nd lucrative employment a 
fubjedt cduld receive from his prihcCi What was the return? Bafe- ingra- 
titude; even up to fecret rebellion againft his maften Henry drfcovered 
this. What does he do? Why, remember the fervices, ftill feel for thc^ 
hcroifm of the Duke, and in confequence refolve to overcome if pofliblfc thtf 
defeAidn; no, not by i'efentment and puniflimentj but by ftill fuperaddeid 
kindnefs; he beftowed ftill more honours on him, to awaken yet ftill, if 
poflible, to awaken latent virtue. In the man there exifted none ; tbc cri- 
mindity of his foul imrreafedi tod with it his dark and concealed rebellion^ 
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ic grew remcdilcfs; and Henry rcludlandy (aw and felt it. He dctermineU 
then on the fated, fetal dernier rejort. Yet Hill, even ftill, he remembered 
the man and the hero. Let me, faid hfe, and he faid it to Sully ^ ftill, even 
(lill, make my laft eflFort towards rcftoring this obdurate foul to itfeif, and 
to me. Try Sully ^ try, even by artifice, this; fee if you can put in his way 
fome recolledion, fome cefledtion, on the precipice he Hands upon, and then 
furely with it die fituadon of his own heart; ^hich once to ice, is to be ex^ 
cited to every emodon of grief, compunction, horror, in his own bread ; then 
furely, that true contrition, gratttude, and return to duty, mufl follow, which ^ 
fhall, if real, flill fave and reftcH-e him to me and to nature* It is very . 
curious to fee the interview Sully had with Birm io consequence of this, and 
the ftile and manner fb different from his ufual one, and his charaQer; now 
converted to a -fen of bon*vivant franknefs and familiarity and inamier, 
flinging in his hints even in gaiety that were to procure die deiired efiedt 
No; he wasconfcious of no mifcondudl towards his mailer; he felt his 
heart pure and free from ^1 reproach. This was carried to Henry, and ^€^w 
on, conclufion; Pereat! and there was an end of the bufinefs. He was 
arretted that night,: went to his trial, and was beheaded, as we all know; 
but after condemnadon, fuppUcadon after fupplkauon, pedtion after peti- 
tion, and even pcrfonal application to the King, from the numerous rela- 
tions, friends, and conncdions of the great ftate prifoncr; great ladies of the 
firft lank, bathed in tears, and proflrate at their n>ot|arch's feet, impkre the 
royal mercy. But no: the day was loft, was irrevocable. Could it be 
otherwife now? i^ry had loft in hu^aan weaknpfs what he had gained in 
divine greatnefs of fbul» had it been otherwife. Execution followed, and 
all readers know the timid while frantic condudl: of the cdniinal, l^od^ 
wonderfiil contraft to that of the former hero. 

This event in the life of my exemplary man in theory — niy contraftcd X)ne 
in reality — caught fo faft hold of my nsdnd, that I could i^oi fiirbear, J con- 
fefs it even am amore^ the relation t thoi^h this and the reft about Henty IV. 
after he had unexpeftedly come irito my head^ lengthens i fee terribly my 
Poftfcript, which I dreamtnpt of pufhin'gon toxijistedious d^ree; hutiure 
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I (hall have done now ere long. Still however a word more of my dear — no, 
your dear, every one's. dear — Henry ^ after which I really think we (hall arrive 
at final matters. No, no, fays perhaps my however courteous reader, you 
are a bore. In truth, courteous reader, your humble writer and fervant can 
but honeftly acknowledge it; he has only for it to alk this one poftulatum 
for his Poftfcript, viz, to fancy it a fpeech in parliament, (there are fome bad 
as well as good there) and we may perhaps pafs ; even as old Boniface's dic^ 
on your granting him, for his beer, bis poftulatum of " fancy it Burgyndy, 

" and it is worth ten (hillings a quart." But I return then, and equally 

and cordially return to Henry IV. and exclaim — Uncommpn and vaft union, 
furely ! nor is Henry methinks enough admired, nay known ; his wars to my 
fancy infinitely exceed Alexanders* or perhaps any others, if you confider 
the circumftances of amazing difficulty every way; hi* enemies even double, 
treble,, his; clothed, difciplined, paid, &c. his neither, or even j// in his 
intereftj yet ever feeking battle, and ever conquering, and care(fing his 
captives afterwards. What accommodating fpirit then too muft have been 
his, with fuch difcordant and diminutive troops, (difcordant the worft of 
ways, from blind religious principles) and hardly a farthing even to fupport 
himfelf in neceflaries ! then,as to perfonal, gallant, heroic valour, it was almofi; 
unexampled. And now to end by this true ftroke of contemplative genius; 
—it is furely unparalleled ! He faid he would, before he died, put France 
in fuch a condition as (hould enable every paifant to have his pmdet a la 
brocbe. Hear thisj whether of Britain or elfewhere, ye orators; xuy, and you 
ftatefmentoo! 

But come we to our own affairs, but juft emerged from what? why, a 
condition that even makes retrofpedl tremble; — France, Spain, Holland, 
Eaft-Indies, Weft-Indies, declared enemies, and the commercial treaty the 
undeclared one; (look pray, at the map on thisoccafion) was it not (I forget 
the tide) the alTociation againft Venice renewed? And were miracles to be 

• * To Tay the truth, my ideas of AUxander'z wonders are not a littlealtered finee my quondam work • 
and I beg leave to retraft much of it to any reader of it. I believe many people^s ideas are changed 
thereon iince Lord Clivi^z and other Engliih generals in India ; let me truly repeat rhztHtnfy IV. much 
exceeded it all. 
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renewed too, in the efcape, affy efcapc; for if I miilakeiiot, it is from thence 
that Venice is now in the compai-atively political nothiiigneft to what Wc all 
know ihe prcvioufly was ; ive too, then, having borrowed furely pretty well 
T)ur laft million, with 1 think about 20 per year required, and gentlemen's and 
lady's fortunes called of 10, 20, 30,000!. &c. &c. in the funds, dcftincd 
indeed to other numerals ; country gentlemen with their fine and numerous 
. circumjacent farms to their noble old manfions, keeping of courfe their 
y /due proportions. De Graffesind Vtlle de Parts ^ you have favoured us indeed If 

Yes, truly; talk comparatively, and it is very certain we are in the golden 
age we juft now fet out with ; birt put us now where we were tben^ and how 
would the bctts go? But need this hinder our getting ftill better, Nfr. Pitt, 
if we can? An odd tftought t'other day came into mry head; it is I dare 
fay an ideal one, yet I will vent it, it is this : — Our great national expence is 
from our navy and land forces; and why have we them to that extent? — 
Becaufe our enemies have their 's fo; that is, France has; for I think there is 
hardly any other naval power at all formidable. France is in the fame 
dilemma, and if a French gentleman Ti'as to aik his governors the fame 
qucftion, -would not they give the fame anfwer, viz. ^ England has fomany, 
** and we muft keep up the proportion." Why not then, faid I in my re- 
verie, we fay to France, and France fay or anfwer the fame to us, "if you 
" will take off fuch a quantity of your navy, troops of your garrifons, &c. vrt 
*' will in proportion do the fame by ours; andthus the defired and required 
" balance be preferved between us." This is fo obvious, that Tfappofc (even 
from. thence) it is impraflicable; and then.forgive a political ignoramus like 
myfelf. Nay, and per contra, refledlion comes acrofs me both on this, and 
the projedl of rejcding, or cutting at lead amazingly clofer than they are 
the wings ef the law, viz. that if you thereby fave one part of the commu- 
nity in their increafed annual receipts ; the rcjecfled, both foldiers.and 

+ Surrfyevcn by the ttatt-ycBr, \re fliould havphad nodikigfibrit'l^iit a^tbke^f.tW]M, to th€aoini. 

h\k 1 believe in the eyie» of the wife-of our ftninge ideal yet ml titalih«wr#itf/. Mr. fiume indeed Ay*, 

thai on fuch event Cnadi^ wowld ftill revWie. I «PiM»qpMedttbi»r^'tlMt'«iit]k>i4tyi^^^ wm 

(I dare fay juftly) a little haux'd for it, by a ix^m I. truly honour every poffible wayv PteHitpt ht 

^akf nad this, and remember it« 
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hwycrs, mull iii proportion fufFer from the lofs of theirs. However, all this 
undigcftcd iliggeftion will perhaps be allowed me from my intentions, as 
well as deficient information, by my literary lame little firc-fidc 5 from 
chimera fometimes even reahty arifes. — " Exfuma lux.'* 

But flill I come nor to ourfelves, and our whether practical or chimerical, 
whether reform or improvement. I want Englifh gentlemen, the fame as 
French, Spanifli, and' all others over the continent, to be able to fay to each 
other. We will take a walk along the ftreets of London this fine evening, and 
do fb in fecurity, both mental and real; or flill more, one to fay to another. 
Come in your equipage, and fup with us at my villa to night ; we wiH walk 
in our fhrubberies, &c. have a ball, mufic, whatnot? and after fupper return 
to town together. Do not many gentlemen and ladies living fix, eight, ten 
miles more or lefs out of to\vn, wifh to fay this to their friends in London, 
and can they? It may be faid perhaps the danger of being robbed is fraall ; 
I anfwer, the apprebenjhn is always, and worfe than the robbing; fince ic 
may lafl for ten miles, more cfpecially to ladies. 

Well then, I will tell my highwayman ftory, in iUullration of one fmali^ 
part of our (if you will not let nie call them grievances) inconvenieneies, an<f 
which at leafl we had rather not have than have, I imagine; and a little 
minutely I hope will be allowed too, though only in entertainment to that 
fo preferred and preferable part of 'my readers, if I fhould chance to have 
them, even that divine fcx we all adore fa much. 

I travelled from Margate to London alone, widi a groom out-rider on my 
own horfe, I think three years ago, in the month of November, when the 
days are Ihort, and got late to the lafl flage. When arrived at Greenwich- 
heath, near Sir G. Page's^ I fuddcnly heard a loud haUooing and whooping 
and fwearing, with a commanding my poflilion to flop; he flopped accord^ 
ingly; and two highwaymen came up, one on one fide, the other on the 
other fide of the chaifej the window that was up knocked at, and ordered 

H h 2 down. 
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down, with execrations and damning as is imagined; though thefe can hardly 
be imagined. Your money, your watch, blow out your brains and fo forth, 
and as vehemently as poffible. Perfeft compliance, you fee, of courfe; a 
cocked piftol at each window; one of the men perfeftly filent, the other the 
aftive one, and not filent indeed, but giving forth a continuation of threats 
and oaths. The money was delivered, and I think it was a ten-pound bank 
bill, and five or fix guineas. But this did not fatbfy; where was my watch, 
my fnuff-box, if I had one ? Both (the watch a repeater, and the box a 
gpld one) I had given my fcrvant to keep, at the laft ftagej but my man 
was no ways fatisfied. I had fccreted the watch, and perhaps other things, 
and how this was told me is partly gueflfed; I aifured him I had not, and 
as it happened, was in as indifferent and unconcerned humour as I am now. 
Notiatisfied with this, he put his body quite in at the window of the chaife, 
and firft cried, who is there on t'other fide in the corner? (it was fo uncom- 
monly dark, you could not fee your hand.) Nobody at all. He then went to 
work, execrating &c. all the while to a ftrange degree ; one hand thruft 
under my waiftcoat, the other with a cocked piftol at my breaft, and at the op- 
poCte window that of the other man's the fame; he rummaged all about me, 
ftill iniifting that I fecreted my watch, and to deliver it to him. I told him 
(I know not how or why, but) with the indifference I now write it, rather 
in truth with more^ for the recolleftion of my fituation moves my mind now 
much more forcibly than the reality did then; and it has given me to imagine 
fince, that great dangers are, inftinftively or providentially, at the very 
time not fo alarming to our minds as our imagination fuppofes them to be. 
On his repeating again and again that I had a watch, I faid, I tell you I have 
not; then upon my word I have not, then upon my foul, upon my hortour, 
and at laft even peeviflily. He grew to change his tpne and talk familiarly 
to me; fays he, I am a litde fellow fi-om Calais, (or at leaft fuch a founding 
word) and muft have money, I ean't do without fome money; aye, faid I, 
er clfe to be fure you would not get it this way. He was a confideraWc 
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time thtfs witK his^ whole body in. the chaife, rummaging me all over, ana 
talking as I fayj the other man ftill the fame at his poft; at length he left 
me, but opened the door of my chaifc, and told me to get out of it for him 
to examine morej I faid, I'll get out if you pleafe, but do afliire you you 
will find' nothing; on which he defifted^ fhut the chaife door, and turned 
away^ though notiwithout firft taking hold of my hand and (baking it. 
.'■'{'.' 
I confequently bid the boy drive on, expedting my out-rider to join me 
fixMi, not iiippofing theywcHild meddle with him; but though I drove flow, 
he -did not arrive; I therefore flopped at the. firft putdic-houfe to wait for 
him, where, after a confiderable time, there came a man to me with my 
Ikorfe, froni) the houfe on the bill, my lafl; ftage: it was the man-cook of die 
houfe, who told me that the horfe bad returned thither, without rider or 
bridle, but as to my fervant he could give no account of him. I was at a 
k>(s what to do, but about an hour after my man came up on foot, but in 
fuch a mtaimcd condition, he had with difficulty crawled to the place. The 
highwaymen had, it feenw, after having done with me, gone to him, 
knocked him off his horfe, taken the horfe's bridle off, then turned him loofc 
on the common, then gone to the man for his money. He gave theni fbme 
fliiUings, they threw them at him, then wejit to feel his perfon. He had my 
gold repeating watch and gold fnufF-box thrufl: into his fob very low and 
deep; they felt for the man's watch, but found nothing, fo that mine and 
box efcaped; they then laid about my man with the butt end of their whips, 
'till they thought him fo maimed as not to be ^ble to ftir, and then rode 
away. As to my arrived man, he was in a terrible condition* I flayed to 
procure a furgeon to bleed him, which after doing, I took him into the 
chaife with me and drove to my houfe in town, my horfe having a hired 
man to accompany us» I confefs it, when I faw the condition my man was 
in, I grew to tremble even in the retrofpeft, and faid to myfelfi moft ccr-r 
tainly if the event were to happen again, I fliould be more modeft and 
tumble in my convCrfation than I happened to be at the time. 
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And there is the hifl:or7. you gendemen of the contmeot, of arBritiiBtr 
fofcgeft, enjoying every freedom and perfonal fccurity. 

This hiftory finiflied, I wilt beg leave to refer to another Bridfh incoa- 
renicnce, if that is^the term> but which,. whatever the tcitn^. we all. oecttialjr 
wiQi removed, Mr. Pitt Apt lefe than others I foppofts, if poffiblc;. (I fay 
Mr. Piity if poffible, certainly not, if impoflible; and I am not intirely igno- 
rant of all the great talk about the facred liberty of the prefs.) and this alfo 
ihall clofe (as it happens) with my own peribnal ilhiftmtiOo> even aa the 
highway bufinelkjufl: now has. — 

But I this moment recoiled^, what in truth ihouki not be omititcd in regard 
to perfonal inconvenience or infecurityy tf in any d^ec allufive to najtionat 
concerns, viz. that I have at the play-houfe, or in the ftreets, had my pockcc 
picked of my handkerchief I foppofe ten times in my life, and before taking 
^e precaudbn of fecuring it. But about two years ago, when obliged to 
walk a fmall diftance to my carriage,- I put my watch into vof conunoa 
breeches pocket, from my fob, as I had often done before, and in which 
were a bill and fome guineas s but found a confiderable crowd at the play-< 
houfc door, which foon increafcd amazingly; all contrived, as I learned after- 
wards, by the pickpockets. In confequence, I was fo jammed in, that I couki 
not perceive their hands about me, and they got from me the very repeating 
watch that had efcaped the highwaymen, and I believe fixteen or fcvenceen 
guineas. Another time my coachman getting off his box for a nK)ment, a 
fellow junked on it, and drove ftill gallop through the ftreets with it to a place I 
think in Holbom, where he left the carriage and hories, after taking out all 
the glaflcs, and I had the plague of going to a juftice about it, and got my 
horfes &c. back, on paying the expcnce. My ftables have been' robbed 
once or twice, and attempted oftner. I was alfo onceftopped on Hounflow- 
heath by a highwayman, who happening to fee my guard with a blunderbuft, 

in 
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rn a d^rk night, ^juft before coming to the door of tKc chaife, he ftoopcd down 
and Todc awky hy.' My guard was going to fire at him acrofi the chaife, 
and hot very uAlikcly might have IHot me. 'Tliefe are my adventures; let 
others tell theirs. But yes, another time on Epping foreft a highwayman^ 
who I knew hadjuft robibed fevcral carriages before me, and. therefore I got 
piftols ibr, I faw. in* the buflies near the road^ but be feeing me, with my arm 
and piflol out at my window to receive him, did not come up« 

But what 1 4i0WtaJkide to is,^ur En^ifii fti^tiifj^per^t ^hich I for oM nmift 
own I think no fmall inconvenience, nay grievance, though itwerc ofifly for 
this, that they may and continually do tell to every body that pleafes to read 
Attn) whei-e y6\l krtfy whatdoihg, and* with whM:;eotYip^ny j how I am building 
up or pulling down'mylioufe, with t\^^enty't>*therthin^'niad perhaps rather 
have kept to myfelCinSfprne cafes furely^ to a great degree. But worfc 
than this, does not every one k^ow of iniftan^es whefeih the peace of BuiuUes^ 
ha^ been deftrpyod by their infertionsi whether true orfaUe, what matters U,i 
flnce whw fight h^ve I to print any (;hi^:of anybody; The horrid inde- 
cencies againftdie firft nobility of the latid, bquallyimth ethers, every one 
kncWft; once up to the Queen of France, epf^ttx to the indticing fheir nfoniftct* 
tOTritefferei • A'nd^ery'<>nfe Jchoii^rsthirt'grfeatiiian ^f^ ancf 

rigniefde fpeech 'of fntte^n hours, equally ^t^ ''^uflMH'^ihdeti etjhtraffirif ^ 
onfe. And the beauty of all this li, that there l^'hpt one of thefe* edTtors, or 
paragrapTi-yrriters, but is as delicate as to any word faid againft lihn, though 
even in retort frqrfi the very injured man, as a man of the moft honourable 
and nice feelings may "be. agamft t^fe unprovoked infertionsu -Enough of 
general, ami po^ of particular: and I hope it will be feen^farrmore Teafon$ 
than one, to arife from both public and private indoeememsj and God be 
praifcd if it be to the utility of either? though how much more if to that 
of both V 

Iftop 



[ 236 ] 

I ftop (hort, and fupprcfe four tirefome pages for my readers^ I had 
indulged myfelf in; but yet they furely allude to what is not quite 
indifferent either to the fubjed, the minifter, or the natior^; and as to my 
own felf, I premifc, that they allude to a perfonal grievance as an Englifli 
fubjed, to which my relation of robberies is comparatively as nothing; and 
the vehicle of that my grievance has been this fame newfpaper's fecurely 
praftical power. After faying this, perhaps I (hall be foi^given in ventiog 
fome account of it; I will endeavour to compitefs the relation into as nar- 
row a compafs as I can, confident with intelligiblenefs. (I believe I coin a 
word here, grant it reader, to my prefent want, and perhaps Mr. Croft might 
or may give it us.) . ' •.....: 

About the latter end of laft May, after having lately ryn through my 
whole poem, though part of the time, as well as after it, extremely ill, I 
ipoke to a certain perfon, who was ejieemed, at leaft, of a refpedlable cha- 
radler, (and who really on trial, like, lay how many others, did not get even 
totht turn of the lands, hafdiy I thirik rtzchtd jhe furzes i) and who was 
conneAed with foiwe of the literary people about town, to recommend to me 
one of them whom lie thought fojiiewhat aboVc par, to look it over with 
him; he fopndmc a certain Mr. fVillidms, a man too well known to many, 
though by it\t v^t at all. 1 gave it him to read, and he dined with me 
two or three times, if it can bC; called with me, when I had almoft quite loft 
my appeitit^.and of courfe ^rarely ate any thing. Some time after I was to 
goto Bath .for my health; I afked if itfuited him to accompany me; 
•' Oh happy to do it ! and indeed it was where he otherwife had meant to go." 
1 however told our go-between, if this was a. man who expeAed large grati- 
fications, that was not my plan, and I would not employ him, and begged 
he would afcertain this for me. Icbuld get no nominal reply; however, as 
I had fent him in town a lol. note, and for no trouble at all but the perhaps 
half hour of reading, if he really did read, the poem, and he had dined two 
or three times indeed 'chiefly by his own propofal with^me, and was con^ 
fcious how little he riiuft have to do for me, no ways neither flopping his 
own writings, if not poffibly even rather aflfifling them as a by-fbuider in 

my 
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my turn, I ventured to take him in my chaife with me; concluding that the 
faving and conveniency of a lodging, living, and fervant to drefs him, &c. 
would drjw on me probaHy no other expcnce than that, (ftill however, if 
he had trouble, meaning to cofifider it) and my lol. and dinners already 
bellowed- Then when I had called on him in town, J found his lodging 
(no mark of much greatnefs) to be three (lories high, one room, at a barber's 
in a fmall ftreet near Drury-Lane; he too expreffing his willingneft to ac- 
company iiie any where, and with fuch exaggerations about me and my 
merits as I will not repeat, though from the tongue of rank hypocrify. 
How much this man enforced and confirmed all I have faid about hearers 
and fpeakers, and criticifiog-readers and writers, I very fbon found ; yet it 
is rather odd in nature that I think .him at once both the bed writer and 
worfl: critic of all I ever met with with that union; and who may have given 
me to urge all I have urged in that refpeft in my long note of i^marks on 
criticifm joined in with Mr. Pope*s. 

In fliort he came to Bath, where I infenfibly kept him on, time after time, 
. in my houfe, three or four months, without the fmalleft ufc or any literary 
conference with him, more efpecially in the more difcriminating or ab- 
ftrufe parts of the poem, of all which he had not any idea ; and I dare fay 
if any one was to alk him his notions of inftinct, or .reafon, or free-^will, 
pr even of attradion and gravitation, &c. &c. he would find that he never in 
his life had thought of either; while, (wonderful. ftill to me) himfelf having 
wrote, nay partly while at Bath, poetry in ,my judgment even fine ; not 
however without blundering, of which I ihewed him I think three in his 
poem about Mrs. Cornelys houfe, as may be feen by the firft poem in the 
papers, and the laft correded one. But if any one doubted this, he has 
luckily fomething like confirmed it by his publication of t'other day of 
what he calls a fequel to that firft of poems the Bath Guide ; to me, how- 
ever difficijlt to pleafe, ranking with Alma and Hudihrasi and that in the eye 
of tafte will live for ever. Whoever happens to fee this wretched man's pub- 
lication, will fee his contempt of Mr. Anjley'% Poem, his arrogance, and abfurd 
naming his work a Bath Guide^ that treats of twenty other things, and has 

nO; oonnedion with Bach at all as a Guide. 
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At the end of three or four months^ findii^tHat bis fecretly meditated 
plan (this all broke out with the breach) would bjr nameani do, he turned 
his mind to another fort 'of ploc. — ^I perceive that I cannot relate what I 
wifh to do, and I hope not quite idly, perfonally, and otherwife ufelefsl/, 
within the compafs I had wilhed and hoped. May I then alk tor thi$ to 
be confidered as a part of the other work this fecms how as it were incor* 
porated with, and which it is feen rambles cveiy where, even from the firft 
to the laft objcfts of nature, from the mbft fublime ddWn to even the lowed 
and mod farcical? Therein are numerous portraits or characters inter- 
iperfed through the work, and as it has feemed, to fome readers* (atisfadtion; 
and they are varied and contraded in no fmall degree* May I then flatter 
myfclf that this may be confidered in that light, the fame ; especially as I 
have ventured to indulge myfeif with two or three fort of portraits already? 
This man's charader will be at lead allowed to be uncommon ; and happy 
could I fucceed to diew it at all fuch as it is, to the aid of ibme other not 
very (lightly injured perfbns neither. Though out of place, this carries 
'me to fay that even whole ranks of people dahd in awe of this man ; court 
and worfliip him, as fome nations, they fey, do the devil. And who arc 
they? — ^why aM the players, high and low, not Only tif London, but Bath, 
and for the reafon of his iiaving written a poem called fbe Qnldren ef 
nefpisy wherein he attacks many of their perfons in a mod crud manner. 
This poem has had fuccefs, (there arc fome hits and fome midkigs) and 
it has turned his head, and brought forward his outrageous pride and black 
heart ; and not only the players of Bath, but numbers of its inhabitants, 
and why this? Becaufe on the lead wry word to himfelf, or from whatever 
other caufe, he frames articles for the papers againd them ; and how fiir 
the noble editors may be fliocked, and rejedl them, my reader (if not a 
novice indeed) will fcarce alk of me. He a€lually did this htely by 
fome of the inhabitants of Bath, as alfo puffed others from whom he had 
fomething to get or hope; though it were even a dinner or a guinea, or 
poflibly credit from his taylor or his wine-vender, &c. That I am neither 
vindidlive nor virulent in my nature, I am pretty fure that none of my 
former or prefent acquaintance think; yet how I deted this man, it is 
difficult to fay. That I contradi6l ipy own philofophy thereby, (which i»- 
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deed. Gentlemen, whoever you be, I can and do fomewhat pradlife elfewhere) 
I confefs; if he were to rot in a jail or on a dunghill, (let him read this) I 
fliould be happy. Yet as it happens, he has done me no hurt, though he 
might, and, for aught he knew, have done me an infinite one* 

But (hall I not then relate what it is? No; I will firft fay, what l?lack 
unprovoked injury he has done to other people; people I know nothii^g of, 
but yet whom from mere humanity I fliould rejoice to defend, if I could,, 
againft his poifpned pen; particularly two innocent females, for whom 
(however unknown to me) I have fpoken to and expoftulated with him many 
times. I allude to two women who have written plays, and with fuccefs, 
Mrs. Incbbald and Mifs Lee, and both as I underftaUd women of unim- 
peached charaders ; not even fubjed to that — ^with how many, unfoi^iven ; 
howfoevcr with every liberal mind — venial, reproach of attachment of na- 
ture, perfonal,difintcrcfted, perhaps noble, felf-devoted, and — venial? No: 
even then — hear me, and all its confequences, ye morallfts divine ! no; meri- 
torious, even then, moft meritorious one. And if I hereby dry up a tear, or re- 
move an anxiety from thcfc female breads, I (hall be happy. He charges 
them both with immodeft and unchafle ideas fent forth in their writings." 
Since there are none in their hearts, who can fuppofe it, even fhould a flip 
of the pen any where at all improper have eicaped either? or who would not 
even then rather overlook it, than wound to be fure more or lefs their peace, 
of mitld, perhaps for ever? 

And you, gentlemen of the ftagc, while knowing none of you, happy too 

if I hereby at all fl:op the progrefi of that malignity that has offended or 

injured you; not doubting but the realbnable among you grant your fingle 

ftage performances (even as I do of what I am now writing, or have written) 

to be ©pen to every juft cenfme. Long as is this epifodical, while ijot 

unfeeling fling, there are I doubt not of my readers who will not feel aveHe 

to itk clofure by what I hope would erer be not lefs my pmdical th^n 

theoretic fentiments^ if I, inltead of probably never writing another verfc 

during my life after the emilfion of the prdent ones> were to c^Uinue them 

to its end I I mean — 
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•^ Curd be the verfe, how well foe'cr it flow, 

" That tends to make one worthy man my foe; . 

** Give virtue fcandal, innocence a fear, 

" Or from the foft-cyed virgin Ileal a tear." Pope. 

What this man has done by Mr. Burke I will alfo relate, and then pro- 
duce my own anecdote, glad if by any means I light up this mifcreant as a 
beacon on a rock, to guard each mariner from approaching it; (it is very 
true that my indignation againft him carries me far indeed aftray.) Of Mr. 
Burke, I mean againft Mr. Burke, this man has fo repeatedly vented his 
calumny, mixed up with every common-place ftufFfor the rabble of cofFee- 
houfes or elfcvvhere, of Jefuit, St. Omer's, &c. that he has even loft thereby 
(if I am to credit any thing he fays), his real patron Dr. Brocilefty. This 
he tells mc;. and I hope it can be no offence to that gentleman to fay it 
here, along with what he will alfo here fee about \i\$ Protege^ if ever he has 
been it. — ^And here is enough of all this, and to be fure too much. 

.' • * • ■■'. . 

As foon as we arrived at Bath> the cmjderttial Xccrtt, in his hands, of mj^ 

meditated publication, (which, who could have thcrught any more dian me, 

required faying, ' Sir, you muft not fpeak of this in Bath?') was betrayed to 

an acquaintance of his, aod I have fince. concluded the lame to be fure to 

many others; this I learned, as one generally does on fucli event, on the 

feparation; to my bookfeller, a very good fort of man, I alfo learned that 

he had faid. We, aye we fhall produce for you fpon fuch a metaphyfical 

poem as will furprife you. This you will fay i^ a little out of the common 

courfe of things; but what befidef This: ' he was come down with a great 

' man, (I mean, as to be fure, he muji have Juppojfid from his proceedings) 

^ he had feen in town in a houfe fit for a man ^f three or four thoufand 

5 pounds a year, full of fine piftures, &a') and fofen; and in the wcaknefs 

and prefumption of his poor paltry ipind, had really dreamt of patronage, 

money, and heaven knows what dreamings befide; in cpnfequence of which^ 

what 
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what is hardly credible, yet true, he gave out that I had chofen him to live 
on with me, and had, whether promifed or engaged, no matter which, to 
allow him 300I. a year. — All this before the breach i what was that? why, I 
think, as I have faid before, that feeing time after time, and month after 
month, no appearance of realization of thefe his golden dreams, he formed 
a plot for changing hjs ground, and fee what he could do by a contrary route 
than that of adulation or literary greatnefs, neither of which had gained even 
a doit of money or grain of adoration, nay admiration; except indeed, to 
ipeak exadUy, zifome of his poetical eflays, which I praifed very much and 
ds I thought they deferved, though of many I thought and think very ill indeed. 

His plot was this I firft to fham an affront, and then get a fum from me 
by intimidation at his aU-conquering newfpaper. That there had been no 
words, difpute, anger, or aflfront, or any caufe as foundation, or fubjeft, 
fbr any thing at all to be faid about me in the newipaper, might feem a 
reafon with fome people to fay he could not have thought of that: but my 
new learning has tapght me that thai is no (lop or bar ever in the way at alU 

He ftayed away' from dinner one day, then another, for three or four days 
together, yet lay regularly in the houfe the fame. I could not form any guefs 
why all this ; and willing to keep from wrangles with fuch a perfon at fuch a 
place, I wrote to alk an explanation. ' Oh ! he fcorned to eat of the meals 
* of a gentleman who could reproach him with it, and never would;* yet all 
the while his delicacy let him keep his bed the fame. As to his goings 
I felt exceedingly glad, as I had been under no fmall difficulty how to 
get him away delicately, and fo that this brought on no ipore, felt much 
pleafed. But no, that was not his plan; he wrote word he wondered I did 
not enquire after him, and hoped I remembered my engagements on coming 
down with me. In the mean tiixie he applied to the perfon I before alluded 
to, one in very extenfirc trade both at Bath and Briftol, a fcnfible worthy 
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man, and in truth my chief rcfource in my fick and fecliided ftatej he to6 
is conneftcd with many pf the gentry in and about Bath, and has a family 
of wife and daughters, and all mufical, (o that they were, whenever I chofe 
it, moft acceptable company and entertainment for me. To this perfon he 
applied and our bookfellcr, thinking to gain a party, as I concluded he 
would, and laid my account {experto crtde Roberto) to a credit fix>m friendsi 
and that I fliould be laid out among them fomehow or another, God knew 
how (but in the old yahoo way) to tbcfe gentry. I relblvcd to keep to my- 
felf, and fay nothing} only wilhing not to hear of any talk in Bath thcfe 
might be about this great man's departure from the gentleman's houfe, where 
it wa^ too well known he had been fo long, litde to my credit affuredly: 
fince, though I knew it not, he was equally known and detefied all through 
the town. But it turned out quite otherwife, and I much wronged diele two 
men} they gave him no credit at all, and the peribn I have mentioned before> 
came to fpeak to me, as I was determined not to do lo them, and told .me 
how he had reprimanded my gentleman, as coodudiog- he could not .have 
been right} but informed me he expefbed money firom me, and if he had it 
not, threatened^ etflamme from his pandemonium the newfpapers. I aflured 
him, as I did the man, (who had written to me to demand it, as bdng agire- 
able to my engagement in town) that as nothing was due, fo nothing would 
be given. This perfon iii trade is really an excellent man, rcry rational and 
judiciousi and but for him, God knows how I fhoukl have got through 
tins affair. He was our go-between, and I finally defircd him to fiiy, that 
as far as ten pounds I would fling it away to end the bufmefs, but for that he 
mufl fign a paper I fent, declaring it jufl and fatisfaftory, (he was then come 
down to twenty pounds) and if he would not do that, I would not give a 
ferthing more, thougK he put me' in fifty newfpapers. Hc^figned it all, 
touched his ten pounds, and fo ended the bufinefs, I had thought and hoped, 
for .ever. And fo it did; all but his confideration fbr his own dignity, which 
was, ruat ccflumy to be attended to. He was, it was well known amongft his 
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frattmity, iindcr the roof with the gentkman who wrote Maxims, &c.i 
and to be fure as a literary ^(Tociatei why not continued ?-~Aye, thinks he» 
that nuift be accounted fi>r$ fomehow or other honourably^ me. So what 
does he do ? why fend to his newfoian-fiiend in town the following words-for 
him to put in his paper^ which, as foon as feen, fome novice will perhaps 
be a little furprifed at, as from a man perfedly unknown to me, and whom 
at leaft: I could not have offi?nded;H--chefe are the words, and my nocrcantik 
firiend brought them to me cut out of the paper, about a week after the 
fiaifliing our diiputation, viz. 

** The literary union between Maxim G— [my iian>e at length] and 
^^ Anthony Paiquin [a foolifh title he has taken up] is|(Uflblve&; they ha4 
'^ agreed to fail in one vdSbl^ on a metapbyfical voyage, in queft of truth; 
*^ but the fatirift iafifting upon the ounagement of the helm, the tempeft 
'^ of difputation arofe^ and die well-laden Ihip foundered^ juft in fight of 
^*land." 

How was I^ or am I> to confider all this i why with contempt and neglcA^ 
mediinks I' hear fome unconcerned gentleman exdaim.-^o far I believe ia 
certain, that now that this my work is, I mean when it is, out, feeing the nature 
of its contents, £bw if any will, as in the £)rmer one, fufped me of not having 
written it my^G or diat the nonfenfe about that former woric will be revived 
here, moreeipecially as this man's late publication imift, I think, quite hate 
changed the opinion of him as a writer of fuperior talents, which he in a 
good degree has been efteemed even with the very real critics I have too 
mentioned. Elfe I fJLO indeed fuppofe, that many and moft readers would 
have attributed to him the chief of the abftrufe. parts at kail of this work; 
nor am I fure might not, without this account, ftill have done fo. That I 
was hurt and vexed at this event not a little I fairly confefi, nor am* I at 
all ckar, that ibme reader or other of thismyhifixmf of it, aod who perhaps 
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makes light of it, might have been more fo, when bis own cafe, than I was. 
What were its natural confequences to me? Why, in the firft place, it is 
very plain, a divulgation to the whole world of what, at all events, I could 
not wifh known, then at lead, though as my own, to them; and, as far as 
this man and his friend the ncwfman knewy might have intended to keep 
kcrtt for ever. How far this adds to this man's atrocity, others muft fay; 
fure fuch another has feldom appeared in the focial world; and as I have 
gone on with my account of him, it is all fo curious in its way, that poffibly 
it may be even acceptable to my reader as Ihewing him man (whom let mc 
not forget I profefs painting) in a new light. Yes, I grow to think that 
what I dreaded as a tirefome put-ofF, may poffibly turn out even food to the 
curiofity of fome readers.* I have faid, that this advertifement vexed mej 
it certainly did; I even fat down to write two letters to the editor, one of 
wrath and threat, the other of expoftulation, but (I believe wifely) burnt 
both. Could it be pleafant to any man; to me at leaft, to have all the old 
ftory about my writings renewed among my old acquaintances ; and could 
that efcape a reception I hardly need fay? I do affiire you, any of my 
old friends, if it did do this with you, it is perfeftly natural that it fhould. 
And what redrefs had I for this, cither againft publiflier or writer? None 
but going to loggerheads with thefc men, and its various confequences 
thereon. In fhort, I had to endure it as I could, ftUl hoping that this my 
work (though then, nor 'till very lately, thinking of this account) would 
deftroy its cffeft. And fure this man muft be a fool not to have forefeen it. 

Many other things about this wretch are in my head ; and this one I really 
will relate, both as his due, who has behaved far from properly, even in 
taking the man's part all he can, as alfo as my own excufc for not having 

* I can think of nothing but Mr. Sheridan** Snake on this occaiion, and let me again not overlook that 
genius in the charming hit off— the making htmfelf fue not to have a good name, is <p]ite nenu^ and almbft 
f;reat. Thougbout of place I cannot lorbear afking here^ how Mr. SberUan reconciles his maa Trif^ 
being a clever fellow in one ad, and a fool in the other, in the Critic ? For nan mifmfci. 
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kept clear from fuch a charader ; I will fay then, that he who recommended 
him to mc is Mr. Booths the inventor of the polygraphic pidtures, as alfo a 
farther inventor of what is known even to the great. To this perfon was I 
obliged to write, for him to fay if I had engaged to keep and fettle 300I. 
a year, or indeed agreed any how at all for any thing with this man, in 
order to contradid: what he had pofitively affirmed to both the perfons I 
have mentioned above, and perhaps to twenty more in Bath ; and on my being 
all in aftonifliment told of it, and anfwered as is fuppofed, he aflerted 
ft again almoft with his oath; on which I was forced to write to this Mr. 
Booth, to fay if it was true; and could get from him, only after afeco^id ktter, 
not fo polite and mild as the firfl", {friend/hip you know!) a pofitive de- 
claration, yes or no, (which I infilled on) if I had made the engagement 
that was faid, or any other, with this man. I then had in anfwcr all I 
alked for, and this letter (which was even fhewn to him, and ftill not 
alhamed) and his own receipt for the laft ten pounds, and declaration of 
being paid all due, figned by him, are in this mercantile perfon's hands, 
againft whatever he might or may have invented; and which doubtlefs, but 
for this late publication of his Bath Guide, might have been credited in the 
world, nQt perhaps very pleafantly for me. Well, I hope this now is become, 
however infenfibly, a fomething for my lady-readers ; I wilh it may, and I 
fincerely hope whether by this, or any other means, fo great a part of the 
focial world as fufFered from this one individual, may be at length relieved 
from him. Did ever any one hear of a charafter fo deprived of human 
ihame as to publijb what is feen, while confcious that twenty people in Bath 
knew of its being entire invention; and as to the affertions about my en- 
gagements to him likewife, knowing it muft be, as it was proved to be, fidion, 
from his own friend? Surely this man muft have confounded his own infenfi- 
bility to all thefe matters with other people\ and transferred it to them, fo t^at 
as he felt or fuffered nothing (callous from fuch conftant cuftom) from giving 
the wound, they fuffered nothing in the receiving it.* And fo farewell Mr. 

* This puts me In mind of a ludicrous ftory I heard fome time ago of a gentleman's going into a 
Xitchen, where he found a maid (kinning fome live eels in order to put them into boiling water for dinner { 
on which he faid «X5ood God, Molly! how can you be fo cruel to thofc pocr aoimals ?* ' Lauwd, your 
• honour,' fays MoUy, • they be ufed to it.* 

Kk Pa/quin, 
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Tajquin^ and be your merits rewarded ! I (hould not however omit to fay, 
that the ptiblijberoithc ab(yvefenience^2i% that di the Oracle y and I undcrftand 
a Mr. Bell the editor, againft whom, with even all Mr. P/V/'s authority, I know 
I could fo little have redrefs, that nothing more likely than that all this rela- 
tion {I give it however with my eyes open in that refpciSt) may on the con- 
trary produce me more of the fame, in fome Ih^e or other, in that paper or 
fome others; but I hope, gentlemen of the papers, I miftake; and that as I 
cannot poflibly offend you^ if I would, fo that you will pleafe to leave me^ 
entirely to myfelf No puffs do I afk, however ufual or ufeful conductors; 
but only, that total inattention to me or my works, that you muft have to all 
other unknown perfons or things- Let us pray have no altercations, whether 
with or without confequences.* 

I believe the minifter, along with every other man, mull think this one 
inflance of the neceflary endurance of the fubjedl without relief or redrefs, 
from the freedom of newfpapers; whether pofliblc for the legiflature even 
to dimintfh it at all, I know not. But this, as a fubjedl, I may, 'tis hoped, be 
allowed to add, viz. That it behoves them to try. Can any one who has read 
thefe defultory ftories, have a doubt in deciding between the two grievances, 
to me, of my robberies and my newfpaper affair, with all its appendages? 

Certainly my connedlion with fuch a man, fo well know'n already at Bath, 
though it fecms impoffible to have been even fufpedted by me while fo re- 
commended, flung no honour or luftre over me ; and perhaps (though there 
may, I even know, have been others) that was the motive for a bon-ton fort 
of Bath Lady, whom I had vifited before, and fo did again, as flattering my- 
felf I might have jgot well enough to have fecn a little of the Bath people 
there at fome of her fort oibon^ton routs, taking no notice at all of me and my 
vifit ; I mean not the great lady of all, who by the by had a good efcape from' 

* It ibc^b} not beoniitted, thai atthe cad of all,, this man wrote me a letter to fay, he had been ha%y 
andtQ b<rui:e we ooiki not be on the fame footing as before, but ftill he Should be proud of the honour of 
W9utiD|r onm^fbajM^inet. , He alfo came up to me at the bookfellers to make his bows and coroplimentt 
tome. I hardly need fs^ how all diiswaircceived. 

• my 
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my gentlemaiij as I could ftiew by ftill a page or two more of particulars, if 
really penning a novel ; not a little, I am however inclined to believe, by her 
own adiftance, for I fee he has now made that lady a prcfent of a good 
dpzen of years, after different givirtgs- out ; all my knowledge here is how- 
ever come to me, much unfought for.indeed, iy me. 'And if that other old 
lady (hould hap to fee this, I beg with my beft refpedls to wifti her all the 
mod compleat fine company that Bath can afford, and to affure her I quite 
agree, I could not have been the leaft addition to it. Nay, in truth, my 
malady, fo often returning, could not have had the opportunity, I fear, of 
even viewing the brilliancy of her companies. But however, very truly, and 
very ferioufly, I Humbled on an unfortunate affociate, and it is well it was 
no worfe. 

I have one more national objeft to offer to confideration, and which I 
hope will bring me back to fomc thing lefs vulgar and wretched, than what 
I have been fo long engaged in. Nay, I am not quite free from flattering 
myfelf, that it may appear an abfolute contraft to them, and poffibly claim fomc 
little pretenfions to the being one of (if I may dare to fay fo) even fomc 
elegance. The article I allude to is, chiefly on the public buildings &c* 
of our great metropolis ; and a fatisfadlory idea in the venting is, that how- 
ever chimerical or mj^aken may be any of my other particulars, this muft 
be allowed to be praflrcal; and I could almofl: add, wt miflaken in its 
intentions. 

I begin my article by a(king of whether minifters or non-minifters of this 
country, what ideas either may entertain of thofe that are entertained by 
the princes or nobles of the Continent, whofe laudable curiofity leads to the 
vifiting this true objedl of that curiofity, our great and glorious countryt 
What ideas they entertain, I fay, when driving through our Royal Park of 
Hyde-Park, of its gate- ways at either end of it; as alfo, of its wall that 
inclofes it ? Are jthey all, think you, very royal in their fights ? And then I 
afl<:, what, either very far back, or now, would have been then, or would be 
now, the national cofl: to render them all fo? Shall I anfwer this? Every 
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people, as every individual, have their caft or charader, and ours is not that 
of magnificence. 

Some ideas rife in my mind about this park, though fo far diftant from it' 
at prefent as not to be enabled to look again for their realization, (as to lo- 
cality, &c.) ere I fpeak at all definitively; and ftill the more fo from pof- 
feffing a memory I can very little boaft of indeed: however, I hope I re- 
member enough of fituations to fay this farther word of what ftrikes me, at 
leaft, in regard to this park. 

I have already faid, that more princely gate-ways and walls feemed de- 
fireables I now add, that I fhould imagine it better if we did not enter where 
we do, at the end of Piccadilly, but higher i^p in the ftreet. I have it not 
in my memory, as never having viewed the buildings in that light, how much • 
or how little the prefent houfes might interfere with my plan; but fuppofing 
them not to do it, whether from purchafe or otherwife, I would go {6 far 
higher as to fee no wall on the entry, to which new plantations would of courfe 
contribute. I would then make the road run ftraight from thence, which 
poffibly might then go not far diftant from the prefent ride of the company, 
though rather, I think, higher up and nearer the water; and, as I faid at firft^ 
I ftill would plant brulhy as well as high-growing wood along all the walls, 
fo as entirely to hide them all, and procure by this means the appearance 
at leaft of a large park, whofe boundaries you did not fee on either fide; as 
far however, I muft mean, as the outfide houfes can admit of it. If the 
Royal Family refided ever at Kenfington Palace, nay indeed, though they 
did not, fmce many people of faftiion do, and it ftill is one of the Royal ap- 
: pendages, I would have another noble gate- way erefted to terminate the road 
; and entet the gardens, where, as being then a good way in the broad depth 
of them, I would form a coach-road, which fhould properly wind and 
make an approach to the palace; how decorated, to be confidered afterwards. 

And 
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And none of thefe gate- ways fhould be of that foe to all grandeur, brick; 
but ftone. That the road through the park Ihould turn for travellers off to 
the high road, is already fuppofed. 

So much formy article of the park; as to gate-ways, I would juft obferve 
what a noble one there is at the entry at Hampton-court; built I fuppofe 
from foreign ideas of thefe things, by King IVilliam. And fure its noble 
effeft muft be allowed. In regard to its not being Italian architefture, it 
matters but little with me, as long as it is lofty, decorated, grand, and royal^ 
though I do not mean moft certainly that I would rejeft all Italian architec- 
ture, while confefling a little heterodoxy of faith as to its ahjolute and univer- 
Jal decrees; I will however avow my total and abfolute rejeftion of Mr. 
Adams'^ late refinenients, come they from wherever they even may; ex- 
cepting however, perhaps, certain cabinets or other minikin apartments; but 
of all this, if ever, not now at leaft. I omitted however one particular as to 
the park, which is, that there Ihould be more attention than there is, to plant* 
ing,in it; as the trees are very old, and not far from decay in general; and the 
north fide very bare of them. I forgot too, what I have often had in my 
head as I have rode by; I mean this, that it has often (buck me that it would 
have a grand effeft if a road were ftruck acrofs within the chefnuts up to the 
oppofitecnd at the top of Oxford -flreet, and terminated by a gate-way; as 
alfo by one at the other oppofite ending in Park-lane as an entry there, fo as 
to make a handfome road from thence quite acrofs the park, a noble avenue 
being already chiefly there formed by the double row of chefnuts: (Does any 
%ig'Zag genteel gentleman come in here to tell me of his fine tafl:e in re- 
jefting fl:raight lines?) Not but poffibly I might be for thinning the lines; if 
too clofe for fight, which I don't know. This ftrikes me as rsithcr princely 
in the effeft this avenue would have from eidier end, as well as in the tra- 
verfing it; and this is all that has, I think, occurred to me as to this part of 
my metropilan plan of decoration. And what would the expence of all 
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this be, tOj whether the king, or nation ? Surely a trifle, comparatively 
(peaking. 

. As to a palace in lieu of St. James's, it has been already fo much agitated, 
it were fuperfluous to fay any thing at all about it here; nor will I touch on 
any other of his Majefty's palaces or gardens, except indeed, on immediate 
recolleftion, one little particular, viz. that two or three years ago happening 
to walk in Hampton-Court garden with a lady on a vifit there, I took notice 
when on its noble terrace that gives on the water, and leads to the pavillions, 
that it was pity there were not fome low bruihy trees on the water-fide, th? 
fame as there were on the other, which would make a fij^ old-faftiioned 
avenue, in charadler with that noble old-fafhioned palace and gardens: The 
lady told me th^it Brtmn had fuggeftedthe fame thing, I believe to his 
Majefty. I venture then to fling this out here, for thought^ at leaft, of any 
future, whether Prince or other^ who may ever refide there, and in the ftrange 
event of things, fee this writing too; — it could cofl: but a few guineas to do 
it, and done in a moment; what its efFedl: let any one fey. If I am at all 
right in my ideas about Hyde-Park, or even enough fb for better judges to 
improve them, the clue is I believe enough, as in very many other obje<5b, 
whether of art or nature; of which it full often may be faid, II tCy a que 
U premier pas qui couiei but of thefe or whatever analogous things that 
fliould be effefted in^ and for, our great monarchy anc^ nation, would it not be 
followed up by, after they were efFeded, 

*• Thefe are imperial works, and worthy Kings!" 

In our land of liberty, no command can; as in France and other more 
fingly monarchical governments, regulate the mode of building new ftreets 
pr fquares, or any other, edifices belonging to private proprietors; tlfc, what 
a capital mijght England nowboafl: of! As it is, I fliould imagine it, on the 
whole, the firfl: city of the prefent wqrld, perhaps of the pafl:. Pity how* 
ever is it, that our new buildings on the other fide of the road have, as 
they naturally muft have done, fallen into the hands of carpenters or other 
mechanics, whether called builders or any thing elfe; men over whom ima- 
gination 
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gination never flione a ray. They have confequentiy, done what they have. 
So far is however noble, as it fiappcns, every where; I mean the breadth and 
piercings of almoft all the nobly-prolonged ftrcets; nay, it muft be allowed, 
and the nriany handlome edifices too; but ftill deficient, in my tafte at Icaft, 
to a wonderful degree, I mean in the almoft total rejedtion of architedural 
ornament; but it is the ion of the times; I mean, that of even the' great to 
build almoft* without thenii A ftrahge idea Teems tp have prevailed of 
ibme years, about heavineis in buildings; in truth tliey do not how err that 
way; and I fear they fomewhat confirm the fulpefted charadleriftic of imy 
worthy countrymen, as to the attribute of magnificence. The Duke of 
Mancbejier's chirnciing houfe (charming in the infide at leaft, for lovihg thofe 
things, I contrived to I'ec it) in the Square, of* his name, has not a fihgle 
omamentai member of architefture; if I remehiber right, its windowis, &c. 
arc perfedly free from them. * Yet how ftrahge this,' ye nobles and others ! 
while you have before your eyes thofe admtrable, nky 'adhiiWd, niaiy by 
yourfelves admired', models of the Banquetirig-Houfe, and the reft of Inigo 
^W/s noble ftrudlures at vVhitehall, where allthc order^ of architeftureafe 
introduced, ani never croudcd; conleqiicntty, produftive of t^'eir neceffaiy 
cfFed:, even that of united grace ahdf grandeur! As to the Square itfclfi 
which happens to be quite regular, and is therefore very pretty lb far, (except 
indeed that the fpaces on either fide of the Duke's houfe, not to mention 
the two ugly fide Tioufes, to me want fdme ornamental partial filling) is 
no more ornamentecl, all thrbUgfi, than would be, or ii, any farnier's better 
lortbf Houfe in the country; yet even a few ornaments, though abbiit the 
windows only, would have done a great deal ill eftea, and added extremely 
little ih expence of buildinjg. As to the Duke's houfe, let ihe fo much 
farther animadvert too, as to (ay, that a Venetian window^ in front, feems 
rather to belong to a garden-front thain the principal one, more efpecially tof 
a town-houfe; whicli,' let me add alfo, might always be allowed to apjimach 
much nearer to that heavinefs fo mucH reprobated at prefent, (arid 1 fay 
not quite unjuftly) than a country building. 

We have other fquares, which though not regular or complete, are called, 
and are, noble Squares ; I mean GroAxnor and JPortman fquares. They both 

too 
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too have charming gardens, much to the ufe and pleafure of the inhabitants; 
but my ideas of the requifites to a Square, as a public building, arc, as far as 
I know, peculiar to myfelf; I will however venture to expofe them to the 
whether public or private opinion, if not cenfure. Firft then, I imagine 
that I am not particular in requiring regularity as well as a certain degree of 
ornament in the buildings ; but next, I know not if the fame, when I add, 
that a Square Ihould have no garden ; and for the very reafpn that it is a 
Square, and its four lateral fides confequeritly to be connedled mutually to 
each other, by correfponding buildings and ornaments, even as the hall or 
room of your houfe is. A Square with its four lateral buildings is not four 
things, but one thing, as the hall or room of your houfe, I fay, is ; confe- 
quently too, then, is to be both viewed and admired as fuch ; and therefore, 
mull have free fpace to be fo. But how is Grofvenor-Square to be viewed 
and admired as a fine Square by me, when, walking or driving down. on 
cither fide, I fee not the oppofite fide at all, and the two others partially, 
which is methinks ftill more exceptionable? that fide then muft have the 
cfFed: of a row, with the country before it; fo that in cfFecfl, (if this be right) 
when you bipild a Square as an ornamental thing, for a great city, you build 
what never can be feen as/ucb. 

Another particular relating to -Squares, in my mind, is this; that each 
one fliould have a proportionate fize, and may be too large as well as too 
little. * Oh no, (fay you, perhaps) the larger the better, and the more noble;' 
and yet, be you who you will, you doubtlefs (on a little more refledion) will 
not fay that its oppofite fides fliould have a mile between them. Both 
Portman and Grofvenor Squares are to my tafl:e (though I would look again 
ere I decided) too large ; is this confidered, that in proportion as you ex- 
, tend the intermediate fpace, which you fay gives noblenefs to your Square, 
you really infadt take from that noblenefs; fincein the degree of greatnefs 
given to the extent of ground, you take away from fize, and confequently 
grandeur, in your buildings. I mean in appearance, nay indeed in reality^ 
fince nothing is either great or little perfe^ but only from comparifon; and 
there then I think is my entire idea of Squares. I know there are other 
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fpacious Squares, but 1 only mention thefe, as belonging to oiir firft people. 
To ouf city, one unavoidable evil miift happen ; I mean, that it cannot have 
its buildings of ftone; — in my eyes, I own, tYitfine qua mm of magnificence: 
granting, however, its humble fubftitute of ftucco to go much further towards 
it than brick. See what noble edifices it gives to many of the cities on the 
continent ! what a coup d!oeil does the ^own of Ferrara give to its paflcnger ! 
with alas, what a reflcdlive contraft, from its depopulation, of weeds and 
nettles growing in its ftreets! Melancholy occafion for philofophy's then 
too far extended, nay and too mournful, reflexion, in the wretched union of 
fuch uncongenial and piteoufly contrafted prefent, with paft, and loft, exift- 
encc! But one word more, as to our eminent capital, — it is this; do our 
nobles manifeft much perfonal, and m than becomipg, confcioufnefs, and 
laudable pride, in their fuperiority, by fomc attention and care of their noble 
edifices, that are to do honour to their dignified ftations? Sec in the outer 
walls of Bcdford-Houfe, wild plants joined in with- dirt^ their encourager, 
(hooting out from them or its gateway ! I mention this one inftance, and 
there arc nuny. A hundred times have I drove by Holland-Houfe with 
thk mental exclamation of ^ If that noble old manfion, confpicuous to every 
traveller of one of our greateft public roads, were mine, with its apperte- 
nances, it (hould not have that filth, nettles, and naftinefs, and even un- 
repaired decay, that now offends my fight on its outfide wall, nor that 
ruft and fomehow unvenerable old, fince dingy, nafty, appearance, it how 
has, fpread over the front of the manfion itfelf; inftead of fome proper 
tricking up, by a man of tafte, congenial to the charafter of the old, then 
pleafing, as well as antique magnificence, it is capable of.' I cannot here 
well exprefs my ideas and my wifli ; perhaps fome reader may luckily a little 
guefs at them, if happily any how at all congenial with his own. I end all 
this by dcfiring to be underftood as venting only my own private fentiments 
in all I have ventured to fling forth on thefe obje<fts, not, the leaft in the 
world, of reafoning, but of tafte arid opinion; in which, nothing more 
poflible, than that many may be found erroneous, by better judges than 
liiyfelf. 
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But when I animadvert fo much and fo long on what I fuppofc wanting^ 
fhall I negledl and overlook what muft be the vety contrary i if I really have 
any tafte in my compofition? No certainly ; nor was it ever in my thoughts. 
In the old Roman triumphal proceflions, it was the General with all his 
paraphernalia that clofed it ; fo here, — ^and in familiar phrafe, let me join, 
this is my even prcferved bonne boucbe^ 

Yes Sir, your Royal Highncfs has, even as a Prince fhould, ereded 
the edifice of a Prince. Say, ye bourgeois wife-ones, are a great Prince's 
ideas to be meafured by yours; or guided by your (if you will call it fo) ora- 
tory? Carlton-Houfe is what I have been fo long faying is not; though long 
abfentfrom courts, which I have feen, and not quite averfely, I have from many 
caufes, quite unneceflary to my reader, never had the honour of prefentation 
to this; yet have I feen and minutely the interior of Carlton-Houfe; and I 
dare fay from the not improper introdudlor to it, even its chief projedor and 
contriver: and, as far as my little tafte goes, it is all it fhould, or almoft I 

think can be; even, adapted to its poffeflbr, as he is to it. Oh ! what pity, 

what infinite pity, that locality was, even from neceflity, here wanting! that 
it could not have been carried even very confiderably back, I conclude i and 
hecaufe^ it is not. 

I can have no intereft or motive to {ay what I do, or may fay, on the great 
objed I am fallen upon ; nor fhall I probably ever be in the honourable 
prefence of his Royal Highnefs ; nay himfclf in my fight even : all obje<5ls here 
moft probably, will to me foon be as obje£b in the moon, during my fliort 
day ; yet will I indulge in a few words on this great fubje<5l, though it were 
only from one motive of, may I not fay, publicity, nay future expedition to 
the younger generation of the future monarchical fituation they have to 
look forward to in its future poffeffor; I mean, from thefe very ideas 
he manifefts now, and prognofticates for the future, of appropriate gran- 
deur and regal dignity; free I dare fay, then, from its own deftrudive 
cxcefs. The extended good tafte we all know the Prince has in every 
thing, fecms, I fay, to foretell this luflre for future generations; — his drefs, 

his 



his liveries, his equipages, his table, and above all his politenefs; nay 
his conviviality* and good choice of his company, many of whom I 
well know capable of Iharing it as men of fafhion ftiould, I mean with 
tafte and honour, however the /oi-dt/ant wife and virtuous may both con- 
tradid: and rejeft it all, (and welcome) are ftill indeed to me, no bad 
prognoftics of that by no means inconfiderable adjunct of royalty. And is 
it objeftionable to hope from it for every pollible difFufion of elegant, 
while manly, and Britifli tafte, for all thofe elegant — exijiencies at leaji of 
human nature; and that we may have ever read of, or poflibly feen, in» 
other ftates and kingdoms? I will not fay, up to all Laitis XlVth's excefs ; 
though fo far perhaps up to it, as we may fee in Madame S€vigne\ or 
other letters, &c. (all ftill I mean in Englijh not French manners!) and 

L 1 2 as 

* Say you men of, (hall I (ay, (tell me which) phildfophy or of apathy, do you (lop or (hurt at my term 
of conwifiaiitj f Alas, would you, I mean ye latter, would you take away this counterpoKe from 
human nature, this counterpoi(ing balance of woe ? of tbat you all allow there is enough. Nay fay, that 
this cottvivUility fliould perchance exceed at all its limits ; does not luxuriancy at leaft demonftrate 
growtby and even ilouri(king growth ? Yes furely ; diofe ,trees that grow luxuriant, even thereby prove 
their (Irength. Yoo prune them | and has not nature its too afifured pruner ever at hand, even old Time 
himfelf f If he has nothing to prune from your branches at the time of their utmoft perfection, what wil^ 
he have when the growing (late is gone beyond it ? 

f Though it were Parfon .S"^, or any body elfe, I muft beg to be indulged with my note j aye, 
though whole (hoals of friendly jokers flung their *' laudator, &c.** at me. It is this ; that I cannot 
(even with all my efforts) dop myfelf from fuJpeSing that the £ngli(h manners had more dignity among 
their £rft ranks of people j or, to exprefs it by a term we even have not, " leton dela bonne compagniei" 
than we have in this age. Our great, about the time I came into the world, and after it, would me- 
thinks have ftnick foreigners more than the prefent ones ; perhaps there were philofophical reafons for it, 
in the abfence of thofe all-confounding clubs we now have. *'Be hid, (you'll fay, perhaps) to be 
** revered the more.** But no, they ware not formal, though polite ; the beft of them, at lead. May I 
name the old Duke of Jtichmon J, Lord Cobham, Dukes of Montague and Grafton, old Lord Craven, 
(a delightful man, though much a fox-hunter, and in the country) and many more. General Cburcbill 
for indance, &c. ? then they were (forgive me, large-wiggcd gentlemen) gallant, and at lead does not 
that ** EmoUit mores, nee Jinit ejfe feros?"'" much more then, I (hould think too, of the intermixture of 
the bon-vvoawt chara£ler> and if I dared adopt the expreflive word, oi jpunk. That the general 
country was not near fo eafy and familiar as now, I grant, and may perhaps midake all through, for 
certainly I know the prefent youth but little. I am then ready on occa(ion to retraft all this. I mud 
nojt forget that no one was more the fine and agreeable gentleman than the late Lord Cbatbam, if he 
had pleafed to fling himfelf out; though perhaps a little diif or forma!. But what! forget Lord 
Chefterjield? his politenefs, &c. every one knows j yet I flioiild have preferred many of the other hon- 
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as much, if not more, in another female book, to me one of the moft 
favourite in the world; as containing all the charms of the moft charming 
of novels, (have not they charms, when good? to me they iben have 
infinite ones, even to the carrying you to a world thsitjbould be, of grati- 
tude, noblenefs, every thing; in happy oblivion, perhaps, of the dirt that 
occafion may more or lefs give you to know, yours is;) but yes, Madame De 
Stabl's Memoirs, I fay, afford this with much of true hiftorical anecdote, in 
the Regent's time, intermixed with the Duchefs of Mayne's. &c. &c. and 
with Fontenelle^s^ CbauUen^ and many other people of note befidc; all given 
forth in fuch excellent good fenfe and true tafte as goes far beyond any 
female writing I know; fuperior indeed, in depth of reflection, to Madame 
Smignfs ; truly as I admire the flow, and many attradlions of that eminent 
Lady's Letters. I think I have read Madame De Stabl three, if not four 
times, in my life; yet muft it not be fuppofed, notwcry difcerncdly, fince it is 
an abfolute circulating-library book, as far as I know, read only by the mifles. 
But this fcems deviation, yet have I not alTumed defultorinefs too? 

To return: May I not a(k then, if even the profpedl of poffibility in the 
Eredor of Carlton-Houfe encouraging hereafter thofe public buildings that I 

nfi*vants ^ his maxims of politenefs and of life, are excellent in many refpe6ls ; but to think Engliih fine 
gentlemen are to be French ones, is like the foolifli player who thinks that the more like Garrick the 
better he aft s. Yes, as to myfelf, I fay, certainly I (hould have preferred either of the names here 
marked, nay many others not marked. No, my Lord, nature is not fo circumfcribed as you would make 
her; may one not tafte at one and the fame time a RembraKdt and an Albano, AUxander*s Feafl and the 
Batb GuUe ? To the Graces, tafte and feeling forbid that I ftiould objeft j but forbid it alfo, both of 
you, that I fiiould not love Nature too, where ftie chufes (and fuch is her power ! ) to charm even 
without one of them ! and I hope in this my otun place, it muft be thought allowable to ofier from my 
onvn/el/sL fpecimen to judge from in my <ywn portrait (it was partly taken from real nature) of Adraftujk\ 
who is meant, if not to ihine, topleafe at leaft, and to attract, even hecaufe he has not, and ^m his not 
having, even the ftiadow of them in his compofition. 

As to the French gallantry, on the other hand, fo much recommended and fo vehemently decried, I 
can not forbear aiking the Gentlemen What ^D^^e'CaU' ems whether they never heard of right or wrong 
being at all local? no \ if Sparta now exifted, I fuppofe they would immediately hang feme boy there 
they found ftealing : and what ftiould they not do in eaftern coimtries, where, worfe than feducing, they 
compel, females by hundreds ? nay, as to feduftion any lubercy does it all lie at the men's doors ? Say, ye 
attraftivc males> Yfcrcje never feduced by females ? fay too, yc Icfs attraftivc, were ye never met halfway ? 
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have already faid would grace and honour his great kingdom^ is not a 
profpedl of fome fatisfadion, though not for me, for my defcendants and 
the fifing generation? And if what has delivered down to us the name and 
fame of I forget which of the great men who fo amazingly adorned Athens 
by his public edifices, would then do nothing fimilar to this name? But 
his Royal Highnefs has been publicly even attacked for this; nay, alas! has 
he been, though a prince, free from the very prefs-calumnies that I, who 
have fo largely vented my complaints of for myfelf and the public, have 
here breathed forth? Yes, he has; and does any one think, that if I can 
feel thefe things as a perfonal grievance, I will not fay to myfelf, but even 
to the poor players; and particularly, to the two defencelefs while innocent 
females among them, can be otherwife than fliocked when I fee it fo exer- 
cifed againft an amiable young Prince; and fincc a public, nay alas, a par- 
liamentary event, may I not improperly venture to allude to another perfon 
intimately connected with his Royal Highnefs? 

Yes, I do certainly hope that all this enforces very much all I have ven- 
tured to fling out towards the general improvement of my country, if not 
wifely, at leafl: warmly and well-intentioned. What has happened to the 
great and amiable lady I allude to has (hocked me fo much every way, that 
perhaps defultory as I have allowed myfelf to be, (bme readers may not 
objedl to fome few words more of the fame, when fure in fo good (nay, 
fliall I not venture to add national?) a caufe. " Still more, I cannot forbear 
venting fome of that refledion I am fo prone to, even on that great body the 
Parliament itfelf, as to this fujbjedt, or at leaft a confiderable part of it, for 
its procedure therein, and in which, in my humble opinion, I muft think they 
have incurred not a little cenfure, and merited animadverfion. Shall I then 
be allowed to fay a word to this, as an objedl both national and rational, 
though now a paft one? 

I fay then hardily, that the difcuflion of the Prince's marriage or con- 
nexion in any fliape whatever, was at once highly indelicate, and ofienfive 
to his Royal Highnefs, and completely abfurd and ufelcfs in itfclt Is it 
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not folly in the extreme to enquire whether the Prince was married or not, 
when he could not be married? My very old and worthy and judicious friend 
did exadly what every or\t Jbould have done, though no one elfe didi not 
make replies to fpeeches of air, but (hew the ad: of parliament. Forgive me. 
Sir and Madam, if the love of propriety, decency, and all their accompa- 
nimentSj^ draws this from me, and if I farther add to it, that even fuppofing 
there were a fecret marriage, for reafons delicacy may fugged, and honour 
though not declare, avow"; what indecency and indelicacy to drag into the 
light, from the retired feqrecy and filence of nature, fuch arcana as thefe! 

The lengths my too prolific mind has happened to draw me into,, firfl: 
from my ideal public improvements, and from thence to thofe real ones of 
Carlton-Houfe, have naturally, I mean, when not difcouraged, naturally, 
carried me in the concatenation of human events, to that certainly not un- 
connedled link, the PoflTeflbr pf Carlton-Houfe ; and then, to that furely 
ftill clofer link of connedtion, the future as well as prefent National fituation 
and exiftence. (Did not the famous Bilhop of Cloyne fet out with the pro- 
fefled title of Tar-JVatcr^ and finifh it by the Trinity?) but when my 
concTatenation has carried me to fay fo much from fo private a perfon as 
myfelf, about even fuch perfonalities as is feen; will it, can it, be fuppofed in 
me, that perhaps that ftill more common while not lefs odious thing than 
detra£lion — adulation, has any ways been my fpur and fpring to it? I will 
immediately (without a word of its fo entire ufeleffhefs) obviate the fuppofal^ 
and even at the rifque of that afliiredly not uncommon human thing neither, 
even the wiping out oi twenty imprelTions of fatisfaftion, in the mind, by one of 
perhaps, very fmall, diflatisfadion. In truth, as to politics, (as, to me, it is 
ftrangely called,) have I not begun by doing, and already forerun, what I own 
1 allude to, by all the honours I have fo freely given from my infignificant ftore, 
to our national minifter Mr. Pitt\ not the minifter of the heart, as not the 
aflbciate friend, and honoured companion, of his Royal Highnefs ? He has 
chofen in the rival, I, among all others, defire to declare, one than whom 
none can be more amiable or more worthy ; and, that youth, in royalty, 
fliould, at the entry of life, enter on the endearments of nature, with 
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thofe that can participate them, rather than thofe that can not, is it furpri- 
(ing, or iliaudable? rather, would not the reverfe be both? 

- But what do I more particularly allude to above?. Why fairly to this; 
that I believe few men in the nation more warmly wiflied for the King's reco- 
very, when under the preflure of one of thofe human evils my part attempted 
effufions have pretty minutely expofed my fenfe of on this our dcftincd planet ^ 
or, while fufpended, and too reafonably doubted of, more warmly wifhed 
for all, yes all thepreferved emblems of royalty; royalty, — no, not apparent, 
yet dill exiftent; however, alas, ftiadowed over; as well as the then prefent 
and exifting ones, for his Royal Confort, over whom they were finally fpread, 
and bellowed. And further I will fay, that when the Chancellor gave forth 
that fpeech of pathos as well as of pertinence, and not the lefs, (it may be 
credited,) in my eyes, from the difcovery of the lovely while unlooked-for 
intermixture in the heart of the tuneful Nine along with the feverer in- 
fluence of the .rugged law ; yes, when the Chancellor breathed this forth, 
even with tendernefs, with affedlion, — with thofe fofter emotions of the 
foul (and fay how increafed, improved, from their contrajled breathings?) 
that fometimes at once blefs and adorn the human character; a kind of 
fympathy arofe in my own heart, and I could almoft have kifled his 
black cheeks. Nor is this (no Sir, though you yourfclf were to fee it — 
much more, though I knew you were to fee it) adulation! Adulation! 
who fufpeds me of it? — amid all my infirmities — my innumerable ones— 
who fufpedls me of it? 

Let me add one word more as to thefe royal concerns, fince I am got 
into them, viz. that (if I underftand it right,) the claim to Regency as con- 
ftitutional right y who can blame in its aflumption? if, I fay, I underftand it 
right: I mean, that the declaration of it originated in one of the greateft, 
if I am not to fay the greateft, lawyer of the nation? That after know- 
ledge of miftake, the claim was dropped, I imagine was the cafe; — but 
ftill to purfue this one great difcuflion to its end, — will not honeft truth 
allow too, that if Mr. Pin declared, through fbme comparifon I forget, 
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that there was no right, how could it matter in fenfe and reafbn, (might 
I not add logically) zt'i^/ you compare from a non-entity? If I carmot Hy, 
is it not the fame whether I fay ihan a horfe, or than a ftone? Yet I re- 
fnember many curious reafonings in parliament among fo many others in 
the papers, about the degrees of comparifon in that refpedt. The word 
r/gbl is the word, the only logical one of attention. 

I have faid, and faid truly, that among my various fuggeftions, whatever 
they may have been, concerning public buildings, &c, I had kept, and had 
meant to keep, Carlton-houfe as my final one, and my bonne boucbe. May 
I be allowed to fay then, that the very fame meaning has adluated mc in 
regard to other, and mental objedts ; wherein I have prefumed to allude to. 
the dignified fubjeft, which, however example or precedent might, I pre- 
fame, in this public, not private mode of purfuit, have authorifed; I yet 
Ihould, from I own a fort of feeling of delicacy in myfelf^ never in the leaft 
have entered upon, had it not been for another objeft, they were all meant to 
lead to, of allufion to that diftinguilhed perfonage; and a mental one. Yes, 
Sir, and one too that even, reverfedly to all others, I ftiould, if I may fay 
it, impatiently have refi-ained from^ this is again paradoxical: But it will 
prefently be feen that it is not fo, (nor is this neither adulation) that you 
have done. Sir, what Alexander would hare done, and Henry IV. did^ To 
particularize would, I think, ill become me; I have therefore bethought 
me of giving to view (and I hope here too, I hope fo, free from impro- 
priety,) what may, and I think will be, though not the letlery the vehicle of 
my thought and my intention; it is this, viz. 

•* Thrice happy error that fupplies 

" Conceffion with the means to rife 

" From earth's foundation to the fkies!" 

Need I fay more. Sir? if thcftring or chord, by nature's ordination, vibrates 
to, and in, the unconneded and diftant one; how much beyond that of art, 
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muft the chord of nature hcrfelf vibrate, when it is even compofed oi" formed 
from your own! This, Sir, now is faid; was felt, and when felr, Ihould not 
. ever be, or 'tis hoped ever will be, forjgotw The intcreft was hot weak then, 
whatever it be now. 

How Harry th& Fourth carried himfclf to his noble German General is 
feen above. How Alexander would have carried himfelf in a parallel fitua- 
tion, (and I can mean only that; of inadvertent offence) Certainty^ moft 
affuredly, cannot ftiew us 5 hntPrefumptkny however, mays and is not Pre^ 
Jumptiotiy though ever really under certainty^ often fo nearly equal to it in 
eftimation, nay, inreafon, as fcarce a pin to be between? Alexander killed 
Clitus his friend: How? why, in a drinking-bout> and when affronted, 
infulted, provoked, even to the extreme: What followed? do we not all 
know ? May I not afk then, what Alexander would have done, had Clitus 
recovered the wound and lived? Surely in proportion to what he did do on 
the death; and in proportion to what /he did by Darius, and ftill more by the 
female royal family of Pei-fia; as alfo in proportion too to that confidence 
in his friend all the world has lb long known and revered. Infinitely as the 
perfonal valour of both thefe heroes is, and muft be, admired; flircly no 
one will put it in competition with thefe almoft emanations of heaven! It 
is with diefe things that valour is eftimable, nay is true\ I mean not cer- 
tainty, neceflarily up to the divinity of Henry IV. and Alexander the Great;* 
though undoubtedly %^»^ that, fhafl I not fay too common, indifference of 
Jelfto every offence or even injury, (while that felf is fecure) whether adver- 
tently* or inadvertendy committed towards others. Alas! of courage w/V^^«/ 
thefe things Botahy-Bay is full, and too many bther places.' 

• Here I fee is another coinage of a word ; rtiay I aflt Mt. titaft if he will admit It, that is, if he fec$ it 
of any ufe to admit it ? Much as I have dared to obtrude fuch thoughts as mine even in ob^i of the 
(late, as well as public parks and edifices, I could almoft be tempted to do the fame about our language, 
which furely might admit of no final! reform. 
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In tlic ramble of my writings I fomedmes alk myfelf~Do I not moralize 
too much? Do I not, like fo many other theory-meq, arraign human nature 
too much? Upon my word I don't know; .1 wifti at leafl: to voir les cbofes 
comme elks fonts \ (be it, if you will, even with theBilhop of Cloyne at the 
hottoniy all nothing at all, and three blue beans in three blue bladder s\ no, that . 
I fay we will not bring forward or think about, neither here nor there;) aye, 
this I wifli; and feeing that we are looking into mankind, even from the 
order of our great poet, to fee the good as well as the bad; and that there is 
goody 1 mean generofity, in which all good is contained, I myfelf fliould be 
ungrateful not to fay; for three times in my life it has happened to me to be 
offered money; no, not to alk for the loan, and in anfwer, to have it; but 
without at all thinking about it, having it faid to me; — *' I do not the lead 
*^ in the world juft now want it, yery likely you do; and if you do, here is 
" 500I. atyour fervice," And the felf-fame thing once befide. As it happened 
I did not want it in eidier inftance, and fo had only to anfwer.as is to be fure 
gueffed; though if I had, I fliould have thought myfelf both ungrateful and 
unconfidential in refufing it. Yes, unconfidential\ for does not the receiver of 
the favour, alas! too often prove thereby that it was the donor who had pro- 
cured from the receiver the confidence he did not delerve? Another time a 
iriend, in command of ready money, even joined this flattering compliment 
to his offer, I gladly accepted; of, "Why do you never aflc me for moneys 
*' (it certainly muft fometimes be acceptable to you) as fome of my other 
" friends Ibnrjetimes do? I have fome at your command,, now, if you pleafe." 
It was of great fervice to me at the time, and,* thank Providence, happened 
to be returned as it fliould. I could, but will not, alas! reverie all this; 
though I will fo far endulge, though not with any fort of enforcement, in fl:iU 
recommending certain five pounds to the &c. with the acceptance of my 
own. Poflibly this may be read, aiid I am plcafed both to fay, and fecretly 
to fay It, 
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Generofityl who loves it not? everyone, or, furely almoft cverjr one,; 
loves it. Even in the midft of mieannefs it lives; what! can oppofites live 
together? Look through nature 5 and look even now perhaps at the fire, you 
are fitting at; llir it only, and fee how the air (and air, you fee, can in- 
corporate with fire) relieves it -from its choaked-up ftate; even thm ftir up 
your mind; who knows? generofity may arife; perhaps choaked-up in 
your dirt and rubbifh a fpark may be found; no, rather communicate v^ith 
the very thing, and fee its charms, and its example. Better, and let me fay 
it, though fo long ago faidj yes, let me repeat it, and better perhaps than 
I could now fay; " one great reafon why men praSfife generofity fo little in 
*' the world, is their ^finding fo little there: Generofity is catching; and if fo- 
'^ many efcape it, it is in a great degree from the fame reafon that country- 
" men efcape the fmaU-pox: becaufe, they meet with no one to give it them/' 

Sure this will be a ftrange book; and how received God knows; but what! 
Shall I forget, (receive it, all of you, as you pleafe,) fhall I lofe, the joyfuL 
eflfufion of my own heart; in return of a gratification given once to it, which,, 
as I never have, fo I never fhall, forget; to me, even to my ownfelf, was^ 
fome years back proved, that noblenefs of foul, and of thinking, feeling, 
and afting, which will for ever dignify the human charafter. 

At a pretty large dinbg party at a gentleman*s houfe fome years ago, one 
of the company, in particular converlation with me on fome topic of dif- 
courfe, made ufe of a term that was not quite polite, nay, bordered a- little 
on the rude; there was no wrath or even difpute between us, yet it made me 
draw up a little. Nothing followed, and I fhould have thought no more of 
it, but a few days after, at White* $, this gentieman came up to* me in great 
good-humour, and in a jocofe free manner faid, *' You looked a little grave 
" at me at dinner t'other day/' No, not that I know of. *^ Come, come," 
fays he, *' I alk your pardon.*' Is this right; or is it wrong? ye great, ye 

M m 2 greatly- 
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^^ready-daring &uLi; anfwer ; who pleafoi, N^r>UM yet quit my fubjcft; 
when nature deigns to put on for ime her lovclily-contr»fted charms, (hall I 
rcjcft, fhall I not receive, fliall I not prefs them to my heart 5 ^^ yea, my 
heart of hearts, my heart's core ?" But this proceeding was mean ; alas, ala$ I 
but no,- my fubjeS: I wiH not, I cannot quit:-r-this iamc man, I faw once at 
fFhife's take up ^ great man there, and mdft truly^ property; nioft completely- 
placi, as the French emphatically call k, and filenced him. At die fame 
Jjace, at a card-party, he. a ftander-by, when a gentleniah, welt known in 
the firft world, and for a very ckvcr fcUow too, was got into fgme cjifpufie.o/ 
altercation, I know not what, but very, vehement, and laying down the law 
vpry fignificantly, felf^onvincedly, and poikively, with this, that and t'other;- 
in the midft of which, this gentleman, his intimate and hi? friend, faid to 
him acrofe the table, * All this is very good doftrinc, very good reafoning;' 
(I will not name the true Chrifliah-name, it would be known) all this is 
vaftjy wcU, Jack, but in the ^rjf place, be fyrt that you are rigbi: be qttite 
fure of thati Jack, i» ihtijirfi flace. It fo happened,, that> without fufpeding 
a word of the matter, he ww completdy in. th^ wmng. But while urging 
this grand principle of nature, I, who had only to Jo^k on, faid to my own- 
fcif, Yes, this frindfU will do; and he who diufe dtfplays it in himfelf, will 
do too^ depend on.k^ I did not ^yt^e^ as I do now — this is fFill Holmesi^ 
tout crachL I have not done yet. I have feen this man play at, no matter 
what game, rather have piayed myfelf with him, and notjnng could be fo 
noWe as his mode of doing it^ taking po advantage, giving you your re- 
venge, and all through noble. Farther, I happejied to know where he has 
beejn not only kind, Jerviabk^ and gen^foijis with relations, but accommo- 
dating where wanted: And with this, . at: once natural, lively, companion- 
able .ia the higbeft degree, ^md folid and Ceirfibk^ He is no refined 6nc 
gentlenotan, whether manque or real, but bimfe^\ which ever is enough, maugre 
Lord Che/lerfield. I have, erft I have, ventured to give ferth portraits: can 
I do other than rejfume my palette and my tints qj^ fuch an occafion ? You 

may 
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may ercn deal mth him in buying a horfc; and if he fhould tell you of cir- 
cumftances tD enhance the value and to tempt you> they will not be what I 
could tell where they have been, to the gain from the confidence, (who 
would i^t hate himfelf for noS giving to a friencl or acquaintance?) made 
out for the occafion,* In fhort, and to fay all in one uncommon word, with 
ihif man you may even — ikink in the dark. 

If 

• I am tempted to a note here, though with true regret in the confideration of the delay it (fill gives to 
my fb ardently deficed coociuiion and releale from chaos in this prefs-corre&iBg bufine(««. ThoTe wh9 
know me beft, know (little as they may know what it is) how far it is or is not appropriated to^ the fort 
of genius God Almighty has been pleafed to beftow upon me ; but this note means to go to what I have 
QAouglilhewn Iww prone lam to, I mean Tome certain iRfiin^^ms I wifli here to make. 

I will afk then, what is the line to be drawn between my being (harp and (hrewd in my dealings in the 
wtMrld, whether it be in my bargainings of any fort, or my engagements of whatever fort or kind in play \ 
That iMAour has its line of reparation no one will deny. Yet, are aot the two diAin£l things, on each 
fide of the line, fometimes confo^jnded even by what we call very good fort of peopleof the world. If I 
lofe a great deal of money from the introdu6lion of loaded dice, or cards cut, as formerly at I9^ife% and 
all ampog men of fMkion nevier QjJijpeBjed, furely I am not a dupe, though I as certainly am one, if I plaf 
at a ^;ame of (jvll with a man greatly ray fupenor at it. Billiards, for inft^ce, with him Vhp is two ^ 
better than me, or rather one only^ for that is enough, and brings it near enough perhaps to make it ftill 
more to allo^^nce for my adverUry, But in the affair of fdling my horfe, I certainly may puiF, put the 
\icik (uic forward, and gel w^ I can. Between this and tvhat is faid abovf , is not the line feen f Well, 
this I have my reafons for widiing to fay ; but in another ipdance I haye more my reafons for wi/hing it. 
Some years back I hadaneftate to fell in a diftant county ; theefbte was formerly, I believe, under 400!. 
a yc|Lr { my ftewaixl there, a man of very good chara£^er, had to- renew the lea£», which he did after 
anfwering my repeated enquiries as to value, that thofe rents were perfe6lJy ju(l, and fent me the leafes to 
Cgn ; I ftill did not like to do it without more certainty; and a noted land-furveyor being then doing . 
fomebuiinefs for me, I determined on poftponing at Icaft ray fignature 'till I had his opinion, and accord- 
ingiy went myfelf with him to the fpot, and be afluring me they would bear fairly 50I. a year net more, 
I got him to make the bargains at that, which he did j and fo far methinks I was no dupe. Many years 
^fter, and not a great many pa(t, I had applications ffjora purchafersj and willing to difpofe of it, a 
gentleman, a friend of mine, of the county, offered mehisftewardj'a (hrewd knowing man, to fay no 
more, and be faid it was an impfovcable cftate, and he could get me a good price. He fent an offer, in- 
ferior to what had been refufed. Some time after this my own ftcward, a man I fay of very good charafter, 
fent to me a gentleman from the neighbourhood, with a letter of recommendation, and an offa- which he 
affured me was a very ampje j^rice, and repeatedly told me he would advife me to accept it. And it was 
confiderably above cither of the two offers above-named, I, all things confidcred, particularly as having 
myfelf naade a fort of forced advance of 50I. net on the land, had little doubt (woulJ^'<7« have had more?) 
but I Iwd even a good purchafer; the price, I think, was 1 2,^001. and was fo paid. Extremely foon 

after 
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If I have prolonged with the above account, will any one regret it? No: 
catch then the generofityj even as the countryman might his fmall-pox on Tally- 
ing forth from his village and meeting with the contagion. Am I more irregu- 
lar and defultory than Montaigne^ or lefs ? I was at one time going to look> 
in order to fee how far I might hope to be fupported from the precedent; but 
my fecond thought was. No, I will not, for that very reafon; I fhall fee what 
will imprefs my mind in fuch or fuch a manner, and tempt it, no, make it, 
whether I will or no, follow him, fomething like copy him, perhaps; now it fo 
happens, that even the writer himfelf of the fentence could not more repug- 
nate his old O Imitatores! than I do. My deviations then, if difapproved, 
muft e*en lye at my own account; and now then, in hardy purfuit of diem, 
I alk permiflion, or rather endulgence, for a thought that arofe in my mind 
only yefterday for the firft time, entirely unconnefted, even by a far diftant 
nk, with what is or has been fome time before us; it is diis, and I preface 
it even thus enigmatically, by faying that it is a thought, (and it is one that is 
connefted with thofe far back, hazarded by good-will and ignorance on the 
writer's part toward the good of the nation) yes, that it is a thought given 
as, at once, the moft eafy, and impoffible, in praftice, as well as moftyi/«- 
tqryy that could be conceived for the univerjal good of the date; that is, if 
there are not intrinfic. objections behind I know nothing of. And what is 
this my ftrange riddle? you will laugh; fome of my old remaining friends I 

after this, 1 heard nothing but of my dupery, and was and am, to be Aire, ftill the laughing-dock ofthefe 
people^s clubs ; and if not yet tired, the wit, in jun6lion with the clouds of tobacco, of the conviviality is 
Aipplied by poor me, and the eflence ftrong enough to bear fpreading over a great county and city. What 
do you think the ef^ate produced immediately after my bargain above ? on laying out 3000I. only, 900I. a 
year net, I am now, by the gentleman who lent me his (leward, (moft certainly with the beft of intentions) 
efteemed the beft taken-in gentleman you can well meet with, and the fame with fifty others, as far as I 
know. It may be, nay certainly is, pure eccentric to introduce this here : But I don^t care, let this then 
add to the reft of the jumble; and here it is for that gentleman, hisfteward, my honcft one, or any other. 
How fhared or not ftiared amongft them all I know not. I faid 900I. »//, but I am not fure it is not 
a great many hundreds more; howefte^led God Almighty knows, for to me, and after my own valua- 
tion, it is one of the greateft myfterics ever met with ; and there then I have, however contrived, my coeur 
Mit as to this bufinefs. To add to this, that people fhould not credit and communicate ftories to the difad- 
yantage of others, without having the nuboU oftbem themfelvesj would, if addrefled to certain charadert 
'{nd geniufcsj be idle and uickfs indeed, cot to iay abfurd. 
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even now fee in the aft; and now then to make you all do the fame, — I 
would create a diSlator: and what (hould he do? I mean what would he do, 
fince be would have to do as he pleafed ? why, in the firft place, poflibly, 
take your money from you and give it me; no, but moft ferioufly he (hould 
and would, elfe I retraft my diftator, efFeft indeed what I remember I flung 
out as a charming and a faving thing to the Englifh world, if prafticablc, 
viz. forming the riches of England into one mafs, lump, or heap, and then 
parcelling it all out as utility and difcretion Ihould jointly direft. In truth, 
this, while a dream, as I well know it to be, no not in nature and reality, 
but in the nature of man at lead, with the preferft civilization, manners, and 
modes of thinking in the modern world; yes, this dream, \inot a dream, in its 
realization would make every one, through England, happy, and no one, confe- 
quently, unhappy. What if I am worth o, or 300,000!., and you take away 
from me 250, and leave me 50, (be this more or lefs) am I made unhappy? 
Then, I do not deferve to be otherwife, and fo much the better. I wear per- 
haps a bob-wig, keep a miferable two-horfe, or one-horfe chaife; and was 
made by God Almighty to live on 500I. a year, and (here is the thing) to be 
moft happy with it: or I am a young nobleman born to 10, 15, 2o',oool. a 
year; I thence, have too, a palace in town, and another in the country; both 
full of charming piftures; not one of which I ever looked at in my life, and 
I am married to a monfter with an additional ioo,oooL, myfelf not already 
knowing the lead in the world what to do with what I have; while there were 
Venus's too all around, at my call; or, in my metaphor, Minerva and Venus 
perfonally united, at my call; (if indeed one of the latter could be fuppofed to 
have taken me) and I and my monfter have Mr. Brown, who, we are told, can 
lay out our grounds; and Wyat, who can ereft elegant buildings for us; and 
we have alfo a maitre d" hotel, groom^ofthe chambers, porter, laced liveries, and 
every etcetera befide; being told we muft fo have them all. In the midft of" this, 
we ourfelves are exaftly like Ninott a la Cour, or Nell when Lady Loverule, and 
the Duke and no Duke. And we let every thing go to ruin we can; and are 

confcious 
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confcious of not a finglc one of thcfe gifts, o^ whether Providence, or fortune. 
And tell me, is there no room for the query of 

" How many a lord, as tradefman ftiews, 
" And tradefman would become his clothes?" 

To you, perhajjs, in all the fplendor of youth, of birth, of qualifications, 
of excellence, (but no riches) of nature, aye, (I mean after the partition) 

" ■ Dii tibiformam, 

" DiVtibiy divitias dederint^ artemque fruendiJ^ j 

What then would refult from this occurrence and exchange of fortune and 
condition? need I fay? yes, I will fays this would refult; (for human nature 
ftill loves, (till gives its wiflies to greatneis and goodnefs;) hundreds would 
rejoice on feeing the exchange; and would my ^ifftf/er, then, be a perni- 
cious agent here? the reft follows; nor need I add to it. As to other opera- 
tions of dinatorjhipi a wifer head than mine, in the cledled man, woukl 
know it enough. And enough of this my fling ; which call whinUical, wild^ 
eccentric, what ypu pleafe; fo it diverts any how, what matter how? No 
harm or oflfence at le^ can refult from iti any how, to any one. And after 
all, may I not ferioufly, and really and truly, urge, that even this^very thing 
w^ done at j^ome, if I miftake not, in the Agrarian law ? 

Enough: and we are it laft, thank Heaven, really and truly, within a few 
pages of conclufion; what will be the reception. Heaven knows; I fometimes 
think one thing, fometimes another; I fay, however, to myfelf, furely here 
IS nothing to difgrace me, and then I don't care; and then, more languin, I 
fey> The devil is in it if thofe who have liked the Maxims will condemn this j 
and they, I underftand, have gone through four if not five editions, and out of 
print. And then too, (yes, and this is ftill a better pufF, in my pufiing fyftem, 
than any,) that I have had letters of compliment about tbcm^ in my time, 

from 
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from three or four men I never faw in my life. In fhort, k vin eft lire H fakt 
le h^. Btit it! comes ^troft me, why not even bring mjT oWnfelf in fpec^ 
tacic, the feme as I'fo lately have done it in anotlwr place by another? more 
efpedafiy, if it be in an eftimafed aft of meannefe, and M^hich 1 indeed nx)fl: 
completely Tcnow even fo to be, both in theory andprafticcj, and in fo many 
quarters, that none need neceflarily take to themfdves, whether the right or 
the wrong of it. But another, and a better motive, perhaps, nfiay be, that 
to fuch as may. think it not illaudaWe, but even laudlable^ it miy not be fa 
unwarrantable to (hew, if I can, that I do not preach tip (like the crowdi of 
theorifts ind n^Oralifts' of the paft or pfefeht world; 'artd'mk/ 1' not, without 
too mucfr pfophefying, join in the future?) what I cannot pratftife myfclf. Iii 
fliort, td leave my pf eamble, take the following atiecd'ote, *tvhether ye ap- 
provers of difapprdvers. 

Very many years ago indeed, fince even before entrance into the blejfed 
ftate, I was of a party with three more, (two of them well known, alas ! 
both dead) from a gentleman's houfe in the country to a neighbouring 
one> where tlicre were ladies too, to pafi the day,- in a charmirfg coftl- 
pany, and at a charming place: we dined and fbpped, and before, and after) 
had a little fociety Farb-Bahk, where the gentleman dealt. Without aiiy 
violent drinking, th6ugh' perhaps rather more than common, ^he mafter 
was fairly in liquor, and knew not very perfeftly the ptiriting cards, and 
made miftakes. I, lik,e a fool as I was, faid to one of my friends he^r 
me. Pray mind, this is a King, an Ace^ .what /bu pleafe; and this I faid 
feveral times j at laft the dealer noticed it, and faid, though quite gently and 
politely, * I hope. Sir, you don't think I (hall do wrong by your cards i* | 
know not what followed, there were ladies too at the table, and our word* 
were atbeft not pleafant between us; but fo.fkr from taking affront, that the 
gentleman himfelf, and one of the politeft and agreeable I have ever known> 
was fo right-headed as to foften it off as much as he could, and we drank a 
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glafs of wine together as in a fort of conciliating way; I ftill, I know not 
what pofleffed me, I hope I am not always fo, wrong-headed enough not to 
fee myfelf at all improper, but him fo. Our party ended pretty late at 
night, and I and my three friends got into our coach to return home, three 
or four miles off: as foon as got into the coach, I faid. Did you ever know 
any thing more abfurd than^S and Jo f they fell a laughing. Why, faid I, did 
not you fee it fo? No, fo much the contrary, that I can not conceive a man 
behaving better on fuch occafion, than our Hoft did. Do you think fo? 
Certainly. We then talked the thing over, and I plainly faw my error. Said 
I, I am quite hurt at this, and I mud intreat you, no matter the name, to 
ride over with me to-morrow morning the fiiil thing I do, to offer the beft 
apology I now can. This was done, and all the reft is feen, and there it is 
for you noble-minded-men of either kind, and of whatever fort or kind. 
And this farther I will now add and declare, particularly for the well ac- 
companied fedl who call all thefe things mcannefs, that I fcarce know that 
I ever in my life felt more uneafy in the interval, or more pleafed and happy 
than at the time of effeding my defign. 

And fo what more? I think very little, ere I take my leave, my ever- 
lafting leave, of myrcader; I fay everlafting, for I do faithfully promifc 
I never will, during ej^iftencc, (as to after it 1 engage for nothing) obtrude 
any printed thoughts of mine on his leifu re again, not (if it be faid I 
Ihall have very little opportunity for it) if I live to the age of Parr or 
Jenkins^ which is, at leaft, no where in the world perhaps more likely, if 
feeling in every relpedt now^ body and. mind, the fame as in the beji part 
of life, can give probability to it. This however, from the little I hear of 
Montaigne^ is exadlly him; be it lb; and perhaps too I am a littlie proud 
of my exiftence; (not however too, but that my legs are certainly as yet 
not by any means free aftd releafed) more efpecially, as, thank Heaven, I 
have the grace to be in my theory moft completely a fedary of philofopher 
Prior' % ; as I (hall prefently fhew. Prior manifefts the fame way of thinking, 
in profe as in verfe, which every body may fee, all through his letters, in 
the colledion of thofe of the wits of that agc; hardly was the old Roman 

more 
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more coriftant ill xhtfinak'oi his fpeech, by Delenda efi Carthago^ than he was 
by Vive la bagatelle 9X the ehd of his letters. And what did he mean by it? 
why, that after all your fearch, all your divings, all your refinements, exal- 
tations, every thing the fuperiority of your nature can carry you to, you muft 
end nearly, if nfot quixe, where you began; learn very tittle indeed, or, alas I 
how much worfe, learn what^'^ou not only can not cottimunicate, but muft 
continually find thwarted,' even as if, when you had. got your thifd and fifth 
of your mufipal chord, ^nd fought for your eighth, you coukj. fpr ever pro- 
cure only a fcventh or a fixth^ ' Vive- Ut bagatelle- then; is* it «ot the beft 
counfel can be given? Prior never could have written his SolbrHm without 
thinking; nay, deep thiriking: tko^ nox yv& Alma r^^^^ for it is not flimfey 
indeed, you flrmfey gcntlcmcnrwho alfo ^nt^ m thiit wa^^ As to writing 
cbmmort verfes, I have faid it beforei it is thc^afieft things in the world. 
It is the faitifrient h the thih^. Yes^ Vheh^ P;*/V is my'niah^ he is to my 
fency both deep and gentlenjan-Iike,* and yes, be he, even he, my " guide, 
** philofopher, and friend:"t nor am I, ala^l very fure, but in certain par- 
ticulars, the calls- of excercitation were quite diffimilaT Jbetween us. 

- :. . n , N^ 2 . Before 

♦ Let a certain very rcfpc^able 'gcntlcrain be juft afked hci-c, what the querity of gentleman-nke f he 
will probably read this ; do then, God blefa you, tell us only this ; all, all thtfttft des plus 'vthntiers. '■ 

f A thing has very lately ftruck me wkich occaribni a note, that much to my regret will ilill retard 
my fo much defired conclufion, more efpccially as I fee it cannot "be a very ftiort one under my pen. It 
is this, that I refle^l on it as not unlikely for fome old '^vourers of Pc^#, to (lickle ib far for him as to 
think, maugre any thing I may have had to offer >to the contrary, that lie is much more iirorthy of bang 
'< my guide, philofopher, and friend*' for life, than Prior, Thofe who are of the Johnfonian feft may not 
unlikely fay this, when the following defcription is given of his eiax^Rtt hy yobnfon on the whole, and 
notwithftanding all the objeftions to it we have paffim feen from his pen, I mean this : " Of his intel* 
** le£lual chara£lerj the conflitucnt and fundamental part was good fcnfe 5 a prompt and intuitive percep- 
'< tion of confonance and propriety. He faw immediately, of his own conceptions^ what v^as to be 
" chofeh, and what rejected j and in the works of others, what was to be fhunned, and what copied.'* 
Thus much Jobnfin ; and I confcfs that I very much agree to *it. The mode of defcribing this agrees 
alfo very much with what my own would gladly have fallen into, viz. «* a prompt and intuitive percep* 
" tion, &c. UcJ*" In confeqtience too of this, I acknowledge that a great deal of good nay ftrong fenfe, 
nay good touch or tafte, in fele^ling the beft part or point of the objeft before him, appeared in him* 
Added to thit, ^i think he had a great deal olf imagination, (much at heicandaloufly, meanly, went after other 

people's) 
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Before I conclude, let jpat however be permitted to add, that I hope my 
reader will make whkt allowance he can for defe^ that undoubtedly I over- 

/ look, 

peopIe*s) or at lead invch feeling and fufceptibllity, even up to the pathetic, as well as the indignatofy* 

Bat aU thie may belong t», wd I think did in him belong to, what I pretty, mijivtely entered 4ipon a 

good way back, in regard to (ingle underftandingft smd double ones, i^ I could be ^llowed To to expreft 

myfelf. If I happen to have any fupenor perfoh to read this, he' win probably recolle£l and advert to the 

pafTage I'aliude to ; and -to any common reader k nruittiers not one way or the-^er. To be more explicit r 

it appears to Qiefroib mimbertEft traiti in Pipt^t writings, that be had not tint oomprebenfiie logical 

and truly xsoas^ onderftanding, ^^;^'^%J^\Y.J^^y goes to, things that take in many different 

parts, and muft hang, or be conne^cxl together. And confe^uently not to (hnJoU from contradi^on, 

as fuch truly manly underftanding does. And iiM I go to lUuftrate ihis, (as. my oi^m 6]>inion at leaft) 

titer M I have hazarded and ezpefed to view on tie Eilay ob Man^ I Siy'trumBuffi ^ and furely all 

tfaishelopgtt moft to mem and not to v^omeni who, it will be aBo^redji do not ^eaily deal in fjUogtfm^ - 

I beg pardon. Ladies i and do aflyre you I me^ xtot to detra^.from; ^qur- excellencies^ I naturally lovq 

them. too well to do it. Your perfefiiops and ours are continually in ablolute contrail, and Jboidd they 

ik>t be fo? No J I have continually heard and read that womeii*8 intelle6hial powers are die fame as 

men*s \ and the only diffih^ence the education i one heani and treads of much nonienie in the world, but I 

think in nothing of thQ wor>d, i^dre tli^ on^thisful^jpjl,^ apd ffwiki yqtfr luCff, the ob^'efl'^f your love 

and the companion of it, fight at the head of armies ? Rather does not, what would di^^race you, endear 

your -love to you, when, frightened at a poor cow itk the iield, (he flies to your arms for that prote£lion 

you fo feelingly give her, and even the more from not wanting it ? Would you have her fo learned that 

fte tsdks to you like a book ? I once knew a fennale who always faid inftead of lam afraid f I am afeard, 

and woukl not have corxeftfidiberfor the univerie. . >Vouldyou have your miftrcfs a great algebraift, 

mathematician, aftronomer, and fo forth ? Can (he be either Yjbould (he ? when did you ever \siany ''ukinan 

^ther, while numbers of mtn^ eyen (h^h^erd^ in the fields, have been one or the other.. Naj, you, of tl)e firft 

fflcmed whiftrplaye;:s, hayeyou,. or liadyou .ever,,a woman among you with minds flrong enough to reach 

i^s di&ulties ? Bu( fay, if by foxcf accid^ntpf nature a woman reaches one of thele abfibiife manlj fciences, 

do you love her the better fpr Vk ? 'mthcr dp you pot abhor her 5 drive her from, not take her to your arms ? 

Lei^me not however broach j4|. this without joining to it, that I hope I had extenfion enough of taftc not 

•nly in theory, but praftiee^nd feeling, n<j^ to have iinagincd;i^ quite in apathy, my own two contrafted 

portraits (I hopc.it i^ allowable to produce them here fince my oiuity and in proof of it) of CamsUa and 

CbJorai botMtpthe dlilin^kion between the two fexes (as alfo my own) I hope it ra^iy be allowable alfq 

ttf (ay it is attq^riptedpmch^more at large in the old fraternal boo^ of maxims. 

• ■ , * . I . . • ... 

• '■ • ' • K- . . s '■ . . . . t : ... I ■ 

. Qne w0rd mntviKiNv^er. here as fo tbd^bi^loved fex { mQ». efpecially as it is not only la fiiyour of their 

perfbns^ but of their umkrftandings, "^Afitperiwr to ours ; I mean, in thisi that we continuaUly lee, that 

while die man talks and reisfons moft excellently, and the woman, perhaps not at all (b, nay the contrary^ 

and fo as £or th^ male compaMon <)fMitiooally to take up and corre£l the female, (he has a^jb^adred times his 

judgment and difccrmnentiB {a'aftsflci ind perhape proves it :wjbere he know< iittk Of the^mflttrr. This 

reminds 



f 
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kx>k, frofn the- entire failure of that delicious fenfation in the adl itfelf^ as 
well as utility; I mean a communion with an intelligent mind, who could 

dive 

reminds me of a former fentence, which though between men^ is not roethinks unanalagous here, it is this : 
<^ Some 8ien taJk fenfibiy and a6l foolifhly ; fome talk fooliihly and a£l fenfibly : the firft laugh at die 
*^ IsiRy and the lafl cheat the firft/*— Far have I gone from my fubjefly but when to fuch company, can 
it be i-egretted ? 

As to Pofe then, I fay he was not capacious.^ and for me, I deiire no fuch ** guide, philofopher^ 
*' and friend/* Pray liear what follows 3 which while by Jobnfon coniidered as trifling, nay and by his 
other annotators too, quite aftonifhed me when I read it. Hear Jobn/on^s own words, they are thefe, viz« 

*' The fubfequent editions of the firft epiftles exhibited two memorable corre6Uons 5 .at firft, the poet 
** and his friend 

** Expadhte frcdy o'er this fccne of man, 
** A mighty maze of walks ^without a plan.^* 

" For which he wrote afterwards, 

<< A mighty tnase, hut not wthout a fUnJ"" 
** For if," (%s Jobnfon) " there were no plan, it was in vain to dcfcribe or to (race the maze." 
** The other ilIteratiQn.was in ttiefe Unes % 

*« And fpfte of pride, and in tbf reafon^f Jptfe^ 

" On« truth is clear, -whatever is, is right.** 

'*^ut having afterwards difcovercd ( Johnfon adds) or been fliewn, that th3e trutb which fubfifted infpue 
** ofreafon could not be very clear ^ he fubftituted 

** And fpitc of pride, in erring nafon^s Jpitt,"^ 

This is the account Jobnfin gives of the philofopher*s proceedings, and tlie commencing circumftance» 
of this ElTay which has occupied half Europe fo long. The man who conceives it, who wc are told had 
his difcoveries in his head eight years, and was two years in writing and coniidering his Philofophical 
Poem, had all along coniidered it, given it forth, as an account of man and his (Ute below, but for which 
he had no plan; and thus went forth the firft edition; but on the fecond we fe« it was ivitlia plan* 
Need I comnoent on all this, as indeed of the fecond alteration about reafon and not ra^on? 

I havefaid it before, that I never was more aftoni/hed than when I faw all this \ but ray* chief aftpnift- 
ment is at the no-a(lonifhment of the reft of the world, and the annotators at the head of it ; for all that 
Jobnfon fays to it all is this, viz. " To fuch overfights will the moft vigorous mind [will it Dr.? then 
we have poor minds indeed, J be liable, when it is employed at once upon argument and poetry.** 

I will fay nothing even to all this ; it is really tirefome and dilgufting* But does it not authorizeme to 
fay in my biftory of man, that he feems to ynntfomi cerri&iw \ and let me hope it then here to my country, 

among 
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dive with you if you dived, or rife with you if you rofe; or accompany you 
through nature's more level, while ftill delicious, walks of gentler rifings or 
defcents; and is not communication and participation, in all, even improve- 
ment, even addition in all? I do not know, that in the number I have at all 
. comnriunica^ed with^ (and froiji felf-diffidcnce I have communicated with 

many) 

among otlicr improvcracjits. In other manly rcfearches, and whae putting things together was wanting^ 
TopevniS really an infant. He fays o^ Garth, who was a rcpvited fret'tbinker, and a worthy man^ iTiat 
Gartb was z. good CbriJI tan without knowing it ; and this was a favourite faying with him oi Digby and two 
or three more, making aigooJ man and VLgooJ Cbrlflian fynonymous. By this rule a Mahometan may be a 
good Chriftian. I had more to .fay, but am tired. I only add^Have I wronged Pope j and do, world of 
taftfc, aprectate him (all of you !) hereafter. Apreciatc bere then the cridcifed and the critic, and fay is 
there adequatenefs between them ; and is this loo no way national F Sure it is. I wifli to fee and to leave my 
country complete ; fuperior in e^uery tbing \ legiflation, manners, morals, Uxerature, every thing. Nor 
can I forbeai', as a means and a vehicle of the latter, even lamenting the diftance from it in our lan- 
guage. I have latterly laid by my fcruplc in more than one inftance in coining a word, where I found it 
much wanted ; I made, before that, tiie of one, becaufe fo much wanted, that went much againft me as a 
vcr>' awkward one, or to ilhiftrate it by its fellow a very untafiy one j for I mean the word tajij, which^ 
if a word, is quite a vulgar one. Yet why not have tafiy from tajie, as well as gladhf from glad, and 
twenty others ? How many words with quite contrary meanings ! But that I do not fb much ohje^l 
to ; though very much to feeing the fame given to numberlefs ftiadet or degrees of the idea it goes to ; and 
bus xsoAt Jynonymous inftead of diftinSli^ve, What an encouragement to lax fenfc, and oh how much worfe, 
\pfopbiJlry ? Strongly have I in my eye a famous writer and fpeaker who would be ftrangely (lopped in 
both in his career, if this were not fo. There is a delightful little Frencii book called Synonymes Franfois^ 
that is even witty, or at leaft ingenious, if not eloquent, in its illuftrations and examples on fo dry a fubje6l. 
Could Mr Croft adopt nothing of this? then our orthography is moft unaccountable; to mention only 
two or three examples of the given power of letters, through, brought, cough, enough j here, there j then 
nuear, tear, or near 5 then bear, care, fear, nuaryfar, with an ct-cetera there is no efid to, not to men- 
tion the accentuation, totally vague, irregular, and unfixed j to me it fccras uttcily impofliblc for a 
foreigner to learn our language by rule. 

But more than all this, are onr writers, as writers, apreciated ? I think not. And it is fecn how often 
I have dared to think fo, tlirough my dcfultory work. Had Addtfon, Steel, Snuift, and even Shakefpeare 
himfelf come in difcuflion before me, I ihould have dared the fame; and I hope not condemnably, fince 
ever mod entirely given as my own private opinion only. I wifli fome abler judge, and further authority, 
were fairly to revife them all, as ftandard of national tafte. 

Yet hear this too (impartial reader, critic, and judge) Pope, quite confonant to this notion of worthy 
Garth, and the others being ^00^ Chrifiianj, tells us, as both a politician and religionift, this ; (he all the 
while being, I h?vc not the minutcil doubt, (why (hould I ?) a mod finccrc Catholic,) viz. 

" For 
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many) any one has, if known it from fome fmattering, cared a farthing 
whether Papers chain was right or wrong, or any other part of his fyftcm; 
ftill lefs defired to examine where the point lay in any argumentative queftion 
fet forth, or defired the leaft in the world to draw lines between inftindl and • 
reafon, or any thing elfe. How far fee into any bint or touch of genius, out 
of the queftion indeed, if any fuch perchance be; how far any difcrimination, 
analization, fo as to mark particular paffages with their fhades and degrees 
of excellence or defedl, even line by line, for this alone is criticifm ; all, all, 
much out of the queftion indeed! While defedls of rhyme, of mcafure, of 
word repeated, or fome fuch trifle, (nay, poflibly when by the defedt fome 
out-weighing advantage is procured) real or imaginary, not a cat makes a 
quicker and more eager fpring at his moufe. All this may feem too much ; 
"indeed I had through life thought fo; but try, yourfelf, as I have fo often 
faid, the copiers; print; yes, and try writers, many of which there arc in 
London, and by no means perhaps defpicable from ibcir own pens. I fay 
not, all are fo; I fuppofe many nor, but that nwny are I well know. They 

may 

" For modes of faith let gracclcfs lealols fight % 
"His can't be nvrong, whofelife is in bright: 
*' For forms of government let fools conteft, 
*' Whatevfcr's tejf aJmintfter^dy is beft,^'^ 

Has one not a right to aflc of Dr. John/on his definition of fenfe, when he gives of Pope the general dic* - 
count, as of one who was fupcrcminently gifted with, and cbaraSerifed by it ? 

I repeat it, appreciate, yefuperior! thisj and tfi/ this. Appreciate /iPJ«r^;/r/^« too along'withit all, • 
wbofc illuft ration of this very paflagc may be fecn in his edition of ?ope. 



• When a man quits the common line for nonfenfe, wliat is he ? when he quits It from intuition of un- 
known truth, what ? Once in my life I was a-hawking, and it afforded mc a ftroke of the mind I never ' 
experienced before. The hawk was un -capped and let loofe after his bird; he immediately ftruck into the ' 
air, not in the line of the bird ; no, all aflant, another way : Emblem of genius, faid 1 1 to] the hawk i 
certainly gave credit. The fa£f , I underftood afterwards, was,* that his beft means to reach his prey was, 
through a different route, and then to get the wind of him. This he did, and cfFefted his purpofe. And 
fay, ye wife-men, and ye fcoffcrs, does it never arrive among you with your own ipedes, to begin by de. * 
riding, and end by flaring, and perhaps lofing your caufe ? Exaftly this I rememb* reading of about • 
Columbus at the court of CaftiUe^ among the- courtiers there, to whom he and his project were a continual 
laughter, before he fet out ; what, after he came back, with bis world in his hand, my book does not (ay. ■ 



[ 276 ] 

may write on the common fubjeds they have to treat of, by no meaniJ def- 
picably I fay; and the fubje£ls, in difquifkion here, never once come into 
their interruption. 

- But after having happened to fell on all this, I think too rather, repeats, 
^dly and unneceflarily, (cxcufc, reader, my rambling ftili; I am, you fee^ 
V without a fecond, and without a judge,") fmce very much the feme is in 
V^hat I call my fmall Effay an Criticifm\ and which, by the way, muft fare ill if 
I fay wrong here. Let me not omit, however, in addition tp it all, that I have 
had one critic of a vtrj different (lamp, and he it is who has been my cncou- 
rager to proceed on to the lengths I have, from my firft canto. That pcr&n 
will, I fuppofe^ read all this, and if he dots; let him accept of my acknow- 
ledgments, ftill more than for what he knoWs he faid to my p6ero,; for his 
complying with my application for his opinion r which I know, and kne^^at 
the time, was rmt within the rules of propriety to alk of him ; but I confcfs 
that my ftrong defire to know from a fic^z/ judge whether or no my poetical 
powers were fuch as could warrant my publication, (then thinking of going 
no farther than the firft canto) made me, I fay, refolve to ftretch a point, 
Snd even exceed, I fear, the rules of propriety and politenefs. My own 
great advantage in this, tempted me; and that my firft reply was not fatis- 
fadlory, need not, or did furprife me. But I will tell him and any othfcr 
readers this anecdote upon it; that had I not afterwards had a fecond and a 
third letter, with contents he knows, this work would never have feen the 
light;, for after the jirfi reply, I burnt twenty or thirty verfes of MS, not 
fent to him, and was fully determined to bum the whole, if another letter, 
and of fuch Jort of approbation as I wanted, had not come to me as it did. 
He will fee the deftrudlion of the pafTage he difapproved, w^hich indeed was 
then intended. Thus then, if as Boniface fays of his ale, you v^)^ fancy this 
work, any how, equivalent to the Sybil* s books of old, here is fomething 
like their hiftory revived; but ftill he, nor any other ;r^/ judge, has feen 
the more abftrufe difquifitions that follow in the fucceeding Cantos, fo that 
I may have ftill puzzled many of thefe nicer things, and known nothing of 
the matter; If I have, ye fuperior, corredt me and inftrud me. 

Nor 



Korean I forbear alking the fame of the great ftatefmcn. — If I happen to 
have made one hit of utility, from themcre love and cxercife of truth, I am 
happy ; if I have too, I hope not too prefiimptuoufly, hazarded the name of 
my King or Prince, I will hope it will be. imputed to what my confcious 
heart tells me to be its true motive, I mean, my love and refpedl for them 
and my country. Wherever be ftationed ray perfon, my hearty good wifhes 
will (during its allotted period of exiftence) attend them all; I ever fhallbc 
proud of the title of Englifliman, and be. happy to fee or hear of England's 
glory. Among the nations it already has a very great deal, — ^may it ftill 
have more ! 

* May it, in legiflation, in arts and fciences, in manners, and in every 

* thing, (truth its univcrfal foundation) foar on high, and look down on 

* them all! With this prayer let me conclude my own individual iniigni- 

* ficancy, who can only contribute his good wifhcs towards it, himfelf being 

* allowed to revert to his mailer's and his own philofophy, with which he will 

* beg leave to conclude, and relcafe his reader,' viz. 

** If Fate (hould fpin us longer years; 
** Or is in hafte to take the fliears, 
•* I know we muft both fortunes try, 
" And bear our evils, wet or dry j 
** Yet let the Goddcfs fmile or frown, 
*' Bread we (hall eat, or white or brown; 
•* And in a cottage or a court, 
'* Drink fine champagne, or muddled port. 

" Sir, if it be your wifdom's aim, 
** To make me happier than I am, 
** Pll be all night at your devotion, — 
" Come on, friend; broach the pleafing notion: 
*' But if you would deprefs my thought, 
*' Your fyftem is not worth a groat. 

O o « For 
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" For PIato*s fancies what care I? 

I hope you would not have me die. 

Like fimpic Cato in the play. 

For any thing that he can fay ! 

E'en let him of ideas fpcak 

To heathens in their native Greek ; 

If to be fad, is to be wife, 

I do moil heartily defpifc 

Whatever Socrates ha$ faid. 

Or Tully writ, or IVanley read. 



" Dear Drift, to fct our matters right, 
** Remove thefe papers from my fight j 
^ Burn A/tf/'s JO^fcarf, and Arijktle: 
" Here, Jonail^anr-yow matter's bottle'! 
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